



The tale of the secret tapes 

Gay leaders react to recorded conversations 
with then-candidate George Bush. 
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EQCA’s hectic February 

From SF to Central Valley, gays 
‘get engaged’ for marriage rights. 
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Oscar fever 

Academy Awards 
picks and parties. 

see Arts section 

By 
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Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender communities since 1971 v 


HIV bill 
would 

lower 

'intent' 

by Zak Szymanski 


A n HIV criminalization bill 
with significant implications 
for the gay community has 
quietly slipped into the state Legisla¬ 
ture’s calendar among an onslaught of 
other bills introduced before Tues¬ 
day’s deadline. 

SB235 - introduced on February 
15 by state Senator Jeff Denham (R- 
Merced) - seeks to “punish and deter 
those who knowingly infect others 
with the human immunodeficiency 
virus,” according to a statement. 

The bill would lower the standard 
for what constitutes felony HIV trans¬ 
mission by removing the “specific in¬ 
tent” clause of existing law, allowing 
district attorneys to charge anyone 
who is HIV-positive for engaging in 
unprotected sexual activity without 
disclosing his or her status. 

Under the proposed legislation, 
according to Denham’s press secretary 
Nick Rappley, actually infecting a 
partner is not required in order for a 
crime to have been committed; the 
act of being HIV-positive while en¬ 
gaging in unprotected sexual activity 
is enough for a DA’s office to take ac¬ 
tion, whether with misdemeanor or 
felony charges depending on the cir¬ 
cumstances. 

According to the bill, “sexual activ¬ 
ity” means insertive vaginal or anal 
intercourse on the part of an infected 
male, receptive consensual vaginal in¬ 
tercourse on the part of an infected 
woman with a male partner, or recep¬ 
tive consensual anal intercourse on 
the part of an infected man or woman 
with a male partner. “Unprotected 
sexual activity” means sexual activity 
without the use of a condom. 

The bill is sponsored by Stanislaus 
County District Attorney James C. 
Brazelton and was inspired by a case, 
according to Rappley, involving a 
woman who discovered her male 
partner was HIV-positive after the 
two had engaged in unprotected sex 
for months. Like San Francisco’s Ron 
Hill case - where the former health 
commissioner was charged in 2003 
with intentional transmission of HIV 
based upon testimony from witnesses 
that Hill engaged in sex with them 
while lying about his HIV-positive 
status - that case was deemed not to 
have met the burden of proof set by 
existing state law, which requires that 
defendants act “with specific intent” 
to infect others. Denham’s bill would 
remove that requirement, and in so 
doing would also lessen the existing 
penalties, according to Stanislaus 
County Deputy District Attorney 
Nate Baker. 

“Because the burden of proof 
would be lower, we’re willing to adjust 
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Voting begins this 
Saturday for 
San Francisco Pride 
Parade community 
grand marshal. 

This year's nominees are, 
top row from left; Randy 
Burns, James Hormel, Alec 
Mapa, and Molly McKay. 
Bottom row from left: 
Juanita More, Peggy 
Moore, and Donna Sachet. 


Pride parade marshal 

nominees announced 


by Zak Szymanski 


T he nominations are in for grand mar¬ 
shal of the 2005 San Francisco LGBT 
Pride Parade, and as is tradition, the 
list includes several dedicated community ac¬ 
tivists and leaders. 

Voting for grand marshal begins this Sat¬ 
urday, February 26 at 18th and Castro streets 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Members of the public can choose one or¬ 
ganization to honor for its LGBT achieve¬ 
ments; one “Pink Brick” nominee to repre¬ 
sent homophobia in the world at large; and 
up to three nominees from the individual 
category who are all, in their own way, work¬ 
ing to empower the lives of LGBT people 


everywhere. 

Individual nominees 

Randy Burns is the founder of Gay 
American Indians, an organization that 
formed in 1975 to serve LGBT Native Amer¬ 
icans. A Northern Paiute Native American 
and a member of the Pyramid Lake Indian 
Tribe, his resume includes activist work for 
HIV/AIDS and human rights organizations 
and government committees, as well as vol¬ 
unteer work for a variety of nonprofits. He is 
also a writer, having penned editorials and in¬ 
troductions to books such as Living The Spir¬ 
it: A Gay American Indian Anthology ; Chang¬ 
ing Ones and Third and Fourth Genders in 
Native North Americans. The openly gay 
Burns has received numerous awards for his 


leadership. He was not reachable for com¬ 
ment by press time. 

James Hormel is a longtime hero of the 
community. The local philanthropist has 
funded projects and organizations such as the 
gay and lesbian center (named for him) at the 
San Francisco Public Library and the Ameri¬ 
can Civil Liberties Union. He became the first 
openly gay United States ambassador when 
he was named to the post in Luxembourg by 
then-President Clinton in 1999, and since 
then he has continued to serve the commu¬ 
nity and world at large, recently accepting a 
position on the board of the public affairs or¬ 
ganization the Commonwealth Club, and 
plotting his next moves in terms of leadership 
page 16 ► 


Little new info on HIV strain 


by Liz Highleyman 


L ittle new definitive information has 
emerged regarding a case of mul¬ 
tidrug-resistant, possibly rapidly pro¬ 
gressing HIV announced two weeks ago in 
New York City, local experts told a packed 
house at a community forum at the LGBT 
Community Center on Tuesday, February 22. 

That could potentially change today 
(Thursday, February 24), however, when re¬ 
searchers present data about the unusual case 
at an unprecedented last-minute special ses¬ 
sion at the Conference on Retroviruses and 
Opportunistic Infections taking place this 
week in Boston. 

Tuesday’s “Wading Through the Hype” 
forum - sponsored by the San Francisco De¬ 
partment of Public Health, Magnet, the San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation, and the Stop 
AIDS Project - drew a standing-room crowd 
of some 150 community members, mirror¬ 
ing the level of interest seen at the height of 
page 5 ► 



HIV prevention director Steven Tierney addresses community members at Tuesday's panel. 
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dofie 

tormy&effand 
thousands of others, 
let me remove your 
unwanted hah' petmsnentty. 

Call John Frizzell 

LioGiiwilEhctrclouitf 



We are Delta Dental Providers. Patient financing is available. 


AESTHETIC DENTISTRY • LAS E R WH ITE N I N C 
VENEERS 0 PERIODONTAL THERAPY * IMPLANTS 
SMILE DESIGN 6 INVISIBLE BRACES 


450 Sutter St, Suite 1233 
(415) 986-6223 


CLEN PARK 

2790 Diamond Street 
( 415 ) 585-1500 


visit us online at www.sutterdental.com 



San Francisco Residential 
Real Estate Sales 

MATT FLYNN 

415-509-5222 

www.mattflynn.com 

matt@mattflynn.com 

Service you can count on! 


service knowledge creativity committment experience 



PALM SPRINGS VACATION HOMES 


Hundreds to 
choose from. 
Nightly, 
Weekly or 
Monthly. 



’Serving fie Gay 
Comuni}/ Since M 


McLean Company Rentals 

Reservations: (800) 777-4606 
Website: www.ps4rent.com 



Our Friendly, Individualized Services Include: 


Tax Preparation 

TaxPlus Financialplanning * 

financial services Mortgage Services 

415-431-9660 lnvestments * 

info@taxplus.cc Insurance 

In the Heart of the Castro 


Specializing in Tax and Financial Planning 



Steven Berman, E.A. 

* Advisory Representative 


‘Securities offered through: H.D. Vest Investment ServicesSM. Member SIPC, Advisory 
Services offered through: H.D. Vest Advisory Services SM, non-bank subsidiaries of Wells 
Fargo & Co., 6333 North State Highway 161, Fourth Floor, Irving, TX 75038 (972) 870-6000 


Leno introduces bill to 
curb Ellis Act abuse 



by Zak Szymanski 


rompted by the city’s soar¬ 
ing number of Ellis Act 
evictions by real estate 
speculators rather than actual 
landlords, Assemblyman Mark 
Leno (D-San Francisco) last week 
introduced AB781, a bill that 
would curb the trend of investors 
buying buildings and quickly 
evicting tenants to re-sell the 
properties. 

AB781 - dubbed the Ellis Act 
Abuse Prevention Bill - would re¬ 
quire investors to own a property 
for five years before invoking their 
eviction rights under the Ellis Act, 
a law that was adopted by the Cal¬ 
ifornia Legislature in 1985 “so as 
to permit landlords to go out of 
business.” 

Leno’s bill, according to a state¬ 
ment released by his office, would 
“bring the Ellis Act more in line 
with its original intent, which was 
to assist landlords who wish to go 
out of the rental business, but not 
allow speculators who have never 
been landlords to buy up proper¬ 
ties and evict tenants from their 
homes for the purpose of a quick 
profit.” 

Data shows that more than half 
of San Francisco’s recent Ellis Act 
evictions have happened within 
six months or less of a building’s 
purchase, Leno noted at a press 
conference on Friday, February 
18. Two-thirds of the evictions 
were done within the first year of 
purchase. These figures prove, said 
Leno and tenant activists, that in¬ 
vestors are using a loophole in the 
law to “exit” a business they never 
really entered in the first place. 

Ellis Act evictions were histor¬ 
ically used as intended by 
longterm landlords who were re¬ 
tiring from or leaving the rental 
business, according to SFTU, until 
the dot-com boom saw such evic¬ 
tions skyrocket - from zero in 



1997, to 205 in 1999, and 235 in 
2004. 

“These are speculators - who 
do not pretend and do not intend 

- to be landlords,” said Leno to a 
crowd of dozens in front of a 
North Beach apartment building 
that was appropriately flanked by 
its evicted tenants and a moving 
van. Leno added that the San 
Francisco Association of Realtors 

- which has not taken a position 
on the bill - conveyed to him its 
opposition to speculation because 
it skews the real estate market. 
And he cited a news story in the 
San Francisco Chronicle that at¬ 
tributed rising home prices to an 
influx of international buyers, a 
trend that means “long-standing 
San Francisco residents are being 
kicked out of their homes so that 
international buyers can have an 
investment,” he said, which in 
turn is “ripping apart the fabric of 
our neighborhoods.” 

Joining Leno in announcing 
the legislation were several recent¬ 
ly evicted tenants from around the 
city, including Bobbi Smith, a 
nine-year resident at the North 
Beach home where the press con¬ 
ference took place. Smith said she 
and her family - including her 5- 
year-old son who has grown up in 
the building - must find a new 
place to live by April. 

“It terrifies me and it terrifies 
him,” Smith said of her son, “that 
we as a young family can be so 
easily evicted.” 

Also at the press conference 
was San Francisco Board of Su¬ 
pervisors President Aaron Peskin, 
who pledged to take action on the 


local level and praised Leno for his 
recently introduced bill. 

“This is a human crisis which 
is reaching epidemic propor¬ 
tions,” said Peskin. “It is turning 
San Francisco on its head.” 

Peskin added that Leno’s bill 
would require much organization 
to pass at the state level, and he 
advocated car and bus trips 
around California. Several ac¬ 
tivists and advocates - including 
representatives from San Francis¬ 
co Tenants’ Union, Tenderloin 
Housing Clinic, and Asian Law 
Caucus - were on hand to cheer 
the launch of the political effort. 

Also in attendance were repre¬ 
sentatives from the opposition— 
including SFSOS, or “Save Our 
City,” a citizens’ political group. 

“Leno Bill Limits Affordable 
Homeownership” said a statement 
released by the group. “The mea¬ 
sure would require new home buy¬ 
ers to wait for a period of five years 
before moving into their building 
if it is occupied by a renter. Leno 
and the Tenants’ Union are 
demonstrating once again that 
they want to keep tenants lifetime 
renters, and send them out of San 
Francisco if they dare try to crack 
the ownership market.” 

Leno addressed such state¬ 
ments as false, and said that his 
bill does not affect those who 
want to buy homes and live in 
them. 

“There will be those who will 
not be speaking the truth. San 
Franciscans will not stand for 
George Bush-like lies. In a public 
forum we demand that there be a 
respect for the truth,” said Leno. ▼ 
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Lesbian is only out 
candidate in Oakland race 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


n the nine person race to fill a 

vacant seat on the Oakland 
1 City Council, Peggy Moore 
has emerged as the sole openly gay 
candidate. Moore, an out lesbian 
of African American descent, 
thinks her candidacy is a first for 
the East Bay. 

“I don’t think there has been an¬ 
other black out woman to run, at 
least not here in Oakland,” said 
Moore, 41, an organizer of last 
year’s Out in Oakland pride event, 
an outreach specialist with Laven¬ 
der Seniors East Bay, and a founder 
of Sistahs Steppin Together. 

Out black politicians are rare 
in the Bay Area. Darryl Moore, an 
out black man, won a seat to 
Berkeley’s City Council last year 
while San Francisco transgender 
and AIDS activist Veronica Cauley 
mounted an unsuccessful bid for 
city supervisor in 2000. 

Moore hopes to replace Danny 
Wan, an out gay man born in Tai¬ 
wan and the first openly gay per¬ 
son to serve on the Oakland coun¬ 
cil. In January Wan resigned his 
District 2 seat, which paid $63,000 
a year, in order to take a higher 
paying job as an attorney with the 
Port of Oakland to cover the costs 
of caring for his elderly parents. 

Oakland is holding its first ever 
mail-in ballot election in order to 
elect a person to serve out the re¬ 
mainder of Wan’s term, which ex¬ 
pires in 2006. Ballots will be 
mailed to residents of the Lake 
Merritt and Chinatown neighbor¬ 
hoods between April 18 and May 
7 and must be returned by 8 p.m. 
on election day, which is May 17. 

The district is home to many 
LGBT residents as well as Asians and 
African Americans. Moore is high¬ 
lighting her diverse background as 
one way to distinguish herself from 
the other candidates and readily 
concedes her being the only gay can¬ 
didate could give her a leg up. 

“We have a very large commu¬ 
nity here. It works to my advan¬ 
tage,” said Moore, who will open 
her headquarters at 3712 
Lakeshore Avenue this Saturday at 
10:30 a.m. “For the individuals in 
this community we resonate from 
the same place.” 

However, she also knows that 
her campaign is not the only one 
to target the LGBT community. 

“I think all the candidates are 
trying to get gays and lesbians to 
look at their campaigns,” said 
Moore, who has been endorsed by 
out lesbian Rebecca Kaplan, an AC 
Transit board member. “My plan 
is to touch base with as many peo¬ 
ple as I possibly can.” 

Green Party member Aimee Al¬ 
lison, also African American, is al- 



Green candidate Aimee Allison 


ready seeking endorsements from 
gay rights groups, as well as unions, 
women’s organizations and hous¬ 
ing activists. Allison, 35, lives with 
her husband Aaron Baluyot and 
seven-year-old son Isaiah in the 
Lakeshore area. A former Army Re¬ 
serve medic, she made national 
news in 1991 when she spoke out 
against the Persian Gulf War and 
received an honorable discharge as 
a conscientious objector. 

“Given the special nature of 
this election, I believe we can win 
because we have strong grassroots 
support. Our message is one of af¬ 
fordable housing, decent schools 
and safe communities for all Oak¬ 
land’s diverse families,” Allison 
said of her campaign. 

Another candidate with ties to 
the gay community is Pat 
Kernighan, former chief of staff to 
Wan who helped him push sever¬ 
al LGBT initiatives, including 
forming a gay district near Lake 
Merritt, forming a gay leader 
roundtable and passing domestic 
partner legislation. Kernighan, 55, 
is backed not only by Wan but 
Council President Ignacio De La 
Fuente and Oakland Mayor Jerry 
Brown. Married with kids, she has 
lived in the district for 22 years. 

Three other candidates said to 
be top contenders in the race are 
David Kakishiba, 45, the longtime 
executive director of the East Bay 
Asian Youth Center and an Oak¬ 
land School Board member since 
2002; Pamela Drake, 58, who runs 
the Lakeshore Business Improve¬ 
ment District, works for Council- 
woman Desley Brooks and is en¬ 
dorsed by former Councilwoman 
Mary Moore, who represented the 
district for 16 years until 1994, 
current Councilmember Larry 
Reid and Alameda County School 
Board Member Dennis Chaconas; 
and Justin Horner, 32, who is en¬ 
dorsed by Vice Mayor Jane Brun¬ 
ner (North Oakland), whom he 
works for as chief of staff, and 
Councilmember Nancy Nadel 
(Downtown-West Oakland). 



Others in the race are Shirley 
Gee, 58, was pushed the city to in¬ 
clude Oakland’s main Asian 
neighborhoods in the district and 
organized the dragon boat races 
on Lake Merritt in the 1990s; Paul 
Garrison, 41, a vice president for 
Wells Fargo and a board member 
of the Oakland East Bay Sympho¬ 
ny. A single man, Garrison has 
served on the city’s Public Ethics 
Commission, Cultural Arts Com¬ 
mission and as president of his 
neighborhood association in Had- 
don Hill northeast of Lake Merritt; 
and Todd Plate, 35, a one-year res¬ 
ident of Oakland who helped or¬ 
ganize last year’s campaign to pass 
a parcel tax in the West Contra 
Costa Unified School District. 

The League of Women Voters 
is cosponsoring two candidate fo¬ 
rums, the first to take place from 
7 to 9 p.m. this Friday, February 
28 at the Lakeshore Avenue Bap¬ 
tist Church and the second March 
4th at City Hall. ▼ 



NEW WINTER HOURS 
5:00-10:30pm, Sundays 

dance instruction 5:30-7:15pm 



Two-steppin’ & line dancin’ weekly! 

550 Bameveld Ave., S.F. at *space 550 
$5 admission • www.sundancesaloon.org 



Oakland, GA 94609 


Professional Massage Training 

Learn massage in a setting that teaches you to 
honor your intuitive ability to heal with touch 
and prepares you for professional practice. 

2-week Intensive 
March 5-20 
510-653-1594 


Bodq 

Electric 

School 


4920 Telegraph Ave. 

Call for a free brochure. 



GET FAST RELIEF FROM... 

• Back, Neck, Hip, Knee or Ankle Pain 

• Headaches • Muscle & Joint Aches 

• Sciatica • Auto Injuries & Work Comp Cases 

Located on the Muni K Line. 

Easy street parking • Evening & weekend hours 

Advantage Chiropractic 

• PAIN RELIEF CENTER • 

Call today for a free consultation 

4» 587-7000 m 

2445 Ocean Ave. (1/2 Block East of Junipero Sera) 



Not 25 anymore? 

You can still look great and feel your best! 
Mature bodies respond differently. 

My progressive, safe programs are 
designed with realistic expectations 
as the key to achieving your goals. 

And, you’ll have fun, too! 

‘Martin Syector 

you every rep of tfie -way] 

Certified Personal Trainer/Weight Manager 
Free Consultation Call 415-606-4695 or 

Email: TrainerMartin@SBCglobal.net 


Dr. Markus 

Watson 

Preventive, Cosmetic, and Emergencies 

FREE TEETH CLEANING* 


$75 FOR X-RAYS AND EXAM 


3 


• State of art Luxury 
Dental Service 

• 1 hour teeth 
whitening 

• Specializing in 
Da-Vinci Veneers 
(as seen on Extreme 
Make-Overs) 


(415) 437-0800 (Castro location) 


2370 Market Street, SF 94114 
(@ Market & Castro) 

*New patients only with exam and bitewing x-rays 
for $75. ($285 value). This offer may exclude the 
free teeth cleaning in case of gum disease that may 
require further treatment. Offer expires 5/1/05. 

There is a fee for transfer of x-rays 



Kevin H. Avila, MFT 
415 . 820.3941 


Private Practice Psychotherapist working in The Castro 

District. 1 provide individual and couples counseling. 1 
facilitate 2 long-term gay men’s therapy groups. 1 can 
support you to work through a wide range of issues 
including: Depression, Anxiety, Sexual Obsessive-Compuisivity, 
Substance Use/Abuse, Body Image, HIV/AIDS issues. Integrity 
in Relationships, Isolation and many others. 

(MFC#39*'3) 


Foodie? Why go downtown? 


We’re your new neighborhood source for 
fine cookware and gourmet ingredients 


(Cooks 

[Boulevard 


(415) 647-2665 
1309 Castro St. @ 24th 


10 years living and 
working in SOMA - 
and I know the area 
intimately. 

If you're buying or 
selling in SOMA - 
Talk to me first. 1 


Whitney Baxter Davis 
415.905.0255 x167 
318 Brannan Street 
whitneybdavis@zephyrsf.com 
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Do you dislike 
commercial gyms? There 
are alternatives. 


Health Coaching & Personal Training 
from the heart — for the body 



Cody Fielding 


Call, email or visit my website 415.203.8449 
cody@empoweredhealth.com * www.empoweredhealth.com 


Aesthetic Enhancement 
Medical Clinic 

• Laser Hair Removal • Endermologie™ 

• Microdermabrasion • Facials/Peels 

• Sculptra™ Facial Filler 


Ken Mauldin, RN 

Jeannie Wong, Clinical Esthetician 
415-567-1791 

1700 California St., Suite 500 


If you’re looking for results, here I am Bob Downes. 

Is the City getting to be too much? And if you are 
looking for a change of pace, why not consider moving 
to the Coast. 

My partner and i have been on the Coast for 18 years, 
and have never looked Back. Half Moon Bay is only 
35 miles South of San Francisco. 

For a personal tour of the coast or more information, 
please contact “Bob Downes”. 

<8 Prudential 


40 Stone Pine Rd Suite H 
Half Moon Bay Ca. 94019 
650-892-8498 - ceil 



Renters! - How to Stop Wasting $’s 
On Rent and Own a Home Instead 


• Free report reveals how 
to stop throwing away 
thousands of $$$’s a 
year on rent. 

San Francisco - A free 
report entitled “How to Stop 
Wasting Money on Rent 
and Own a Home Instead” 

has just been released 
showing renters how easy it is 
a buy a home in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. 

This report contains tips on 
finding a home and getting 
the best mortgage rates. If 
you call now, we will also 


include a free copy of “The 
Top Ten Questions to Ask 
When Choosing A Lender 
for a Home Mortgage.” 

These questions may surprise 
you, even shock you. And 
they may save you thousands 
of dollars. 

Call now to get a copy of 
the questions that most 
lenders hope you will never 
ask! 

Call 1-800-233-6823, ext. 
8606 for a 24 hr. free 
recorded message, to get 
your free reports now. 




Infiniti 
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f APR FINANCING AVAILABLE 
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2005 Infiniti FX35 
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2003 Infiniti G35 Sedan 




Infiniti of Serramonte 


S 27 

3 att 
#203131, #2< 

>988 

his price 

06405, #207390 

s 34 

2 at t 
#10234 

*888 

his price 

6, #102407 
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CERT1F1EI 

>•988 
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3 PRE-OWNED 


1.800.455.8045 SALES • SERVICE •PARTS 

toil fwe 800 Serramonte Blvd., Colma/Daly City 

Proudly Serving the Gay Community 





N ew titleholders celebrate on stage Sunday, February 20 at the International Bear Rendezvous. From 
left, international Mr. Bear Harvey Mallory, Grizzly Bear David Nigro, Daddy Bear Misha Kitain 
(being bussed by Lurch, the emcee), and Mr. Bear Cub Manny Diaz. The contest was one of the final 
activities of IBR, which attracted over 800 men for a long weekend of tours, hospitality, cruising, beer ben¬ 
efits, and award programs. 


Another grrreat bear rendezvous 


Grocery store gives 
grant to BCEF 


compiled by Cynthia Laird 


he Safeway Foundation an¬ 
nounced February 15 a do¬ 
nation of $20,000 to the 
Breast Cancer Emergency Fund in 
San Francisco. BCEF, a sister 
agency of the city’s long-running 
AIDS Emergency Fund, provides 
emergency financial assistance to 
low-income peole living with the 
disease. 

“One of Safeway’s major initia¬ 
tives is to raise funds for 
breast cancer pro¬ 
grams and aware¬ 
ness,” said Jennifer 
Webber, public affairs 
director for Safeway’s 
Northern California Di¬ 
vision. “We are 
pleased to be sup¬ 
porting the impor¬ 
tant work of the 
Breast Cancer Emergency Fund as 
part of those efforts.” 

The grant is the second one 
from Safeway to BCEF; the foun¬ 
dation recognized BCEF’s work in 
October 2003 with a similar 
$20,000 grant. Safeway raises most 
if its funds in its annual breast 
cancer campaign through tear-off 
donation cards completed by cus¬ 
tomers at its checkstands. Shop¬ 
pers are also given an opportunity 
to add a donation as they pay for 
their groceries. 

“Since 2001, BCEF has helped 
relieve the emotional and finan¬ 
cial toll of unpaid bills for over 
300 low-income, uninsured 
women battling breast cancer,” 
said Executive Director Mike 


Smith. “With this generous dona¬ 
tion, we hope to be able to help 
even more women.” 

Lesbians named to 
commissions 

San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
Newsom announced last week an¬ 
other round of appointments to 
city commissions, with out les¬ 
bians serving on two panels. 

Noted author and poet Jewelle 
Gomez was named to the Library 
Commission. Gomez is the pro¬ 
gram director for cultural eq¬ 
uity grants at the San Fran- 
^ cisco Arts Commission. 
She has a long history of 
public service and was 
formerly the director of 
the literature program 
for the New York State 
Council of the 
Arts, as well as the 
executive director 
of the American Poetry Archives 
at San Francisco State University. 
Currently, Gomez serves on the 
national advisory board of the 
National Center for Lesbian 
Rights. She and her partner, Diane 
Sabin, are one of the plaintiff cou¬ 
ples suing the state over its mar¬ 
riage laws. 

Newsom reappointed Andrea 
Shorter to serve on the Commis¬ 
sion on the Status of Women. 
Shorter, a former trustee of the San 
Francisco Community College 
District, is the deputy director of 
the Center c n Juvl lile and Crimi¬ 
nal Justice. She is the co-author of 
Out of Sight, Out of Mind: The 
Plight of Adolescent Girls in San 
Francisco’s Juvenile Justice System, a 


widely referenced report concern¬ 
ing gender-specific challenges and 
needs in the justice system. 

Gay men’s forum Friday 

The San Francisco Gay Men’s 
Community Initiative will host a 
public forum Friday, February 25 
about risk-taking among gay men. 
The free event takes place from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the LGBT Communi¬ 
ty Center, 1800 Market Street in 
the fourth floor ceremonial room. 

Volunteers sought for civil 
grand jury 

The San Francisco Superior 
Court is now accepting applica¬ 
tions for volunteer service on the 
2005-2006 civil grand jury. 

Presiding Judge Robert L. 
Dondero said that the function of 
the civil grand jury is to investi¬ 
gate the operations of the various 
officers, departments, and agen¬ 
cies of county government and to 
report its findings and recom¬ 
mendations to the presiding judge 
of the Superior Court and to the 
subjects of its investigations. 

Members of the civil grand 
jury are afforded a unique oppor¬ 
tunity to examine and investigate 
county government; only 19 San 
Franciscans are selected to serve. 

For more information and an 
application, visit or write the 
grand jury office at the Civic Cen¬ 
ter Courthouse, 400 McAllister 
Street, Room 008, San Francisco, 
CA 94102 or call (415) 551-3605. 
Business hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Monday through Friday. The 
application deadline is Monday, 
April 11. T 
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Redesigned crystal 
Web site debuts 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

ight years ago the tweak- 
er.org Web site debuted. It 
began out of the work of 
the Stop AIDS Project in the late 
1990s when the agency first began 
tackling speed use in the gay com¬ 
munity. After its initial launch in 
1997, the site went dark until 2001 
when the Stonewall Project got fi¬ 
nancial backing to create a peer 
educator-based outreach program. 

In June 2002, with help of a 
project team led by Matthew 
Denckla, the site was relaunched, 
ruled over by the cartoon charac¬ 
ter Speed Demon, a devilishly 
good-looking depiction of how 
gay and bi men see themselves 
while using methamphetamine or 
crystal. 

As it has grown in popularity, 
the sites technical limitations 
hampered its usefulness. Four 
months ago the site’s creators 
began updating and retooling it to 
better serve the estimated 1,500 
people a day who log on. 

The new look and features 
went live Sunday, February 13, just 
as a wave of press reports began 
detailing how a New York City 
man who reportedly used speed 
and engaged in unsafe sex with 
hundreds of partners appeared to 
have a new strain of HIV that pro¬ 
gresses to AIDS in a matter of 
months and does not respond to 
current AIDS drugs. 

Coincidentally, the revamped 
site includes a new, separate sec¬ 
tion entitled “Crystal and Sex” and 
includes a list of options for addi¬ 
tional information on HIV, sexu¬ 
ally transmitted diseases, and how 
to get tested. Another feature 
given more prominence on the 
new site is Speed Demon’s coun¬ 
terpart, Sweaty Man. 


Instead of the idealized mus¬ 
cled vision of Speed Demon, 
Sweaty Man depicts how crystal 
users really are when on the drug, 
and thus tweaks or twitches on the 
screen as beads of sweat fall from 
his forehead. Visitors to the site 
can scroll their mouse over words 
of body parts next to Sweaty Guy 
which reveal how crystal impacts 
each one. 

“Sweaty Guy was resurrected. 
Speed Demon is who you want to 
be and how you feel when using 
crystal. Sweaty Guy is how you re¬ 
ally are, kind of sweaty and not 
looking too great,” said Natasha 
Curry, who helped oversee the 
site’s redesign. 

Curry is a counselor with the 
Stonewall Project, a harm reduc¬ 
tion agency for gay and bi men 
who use crystal. Tweaker.org is 
funded by the HIV prevention 
section of the AIDS office of the 
city’s Department of Public 
Health and community dona¬ 
tions. As the site grew, it’s archi¬ 
tecture wasn’t set up for the con¬ 
tent being added, said Curry. 

“There were tons of stuff on 
the site and people couldn’t find 
it,” she said. “Everything ideally 
should be only one or two clicks 
away from the home page. Some 
of this stuff was out there in the 
Siberia of cyberspace. We couldn’t 
even find it.” 

Along with making the site’s 
content easier to access, Curry 
said the agency bolstered the site’s 
forum and added better search ca¬ 
pabilities. While she said it is hard 
to tell if it’s due to the redesign or 
the national attention being given 
to how crystal use impacts the 
spread of HIV, Curry said the site 
has seen a spike in use this month. 

During the week of February 6, 
the site had 6,500 page views. 
During the week of February 13, 


the site had 29,000 page views. 

“It is hard to know how much 
of that is from people being curi¬ 
ous about the new site,” she said. 

Tweaker.org has been champi¬ 
oned by those who believe in a 
harm reduction approach to drug 
use. To critics, the site merely 
glamorizes drug use and turns a 
deadly habit into a fun pastime, 
but others welcome its straight¬ 
forward discussion of crystal. 
Since the redesign went live, Curry 
said the agency has received nu¬ 
merous e-mails praising tweak- 
er.org’s approach. 

“As a licensed master social 
worker, I recognize the undeniable 
need for straight talk about drugs 
and alcohol, especially with the 
HIV crisis we face. You’re site pro¬ 
vided this factual discussion with¬ 
out judgment, and you know 
where judgementalness will get 
you when trying to work with 
people,” wrote one person from 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

“I love the site. It gives lots and 
lots of information without re¬ 
sorting to moralism,” said one gay 
man from Columbus, Ohio. A 
woman from Los Angeles wrote, 
“Thanks for the info. It helped me 
to understand what my husband 
is in to. Sad to say. I want to help 
so I printed out some of your stuff 
for him. Thanks again for the info 
and keeping it real.” 

While the ultimate goal is ab¬ 
stinence, the creators of the site 
also acknowledge the reality that 
drug use is a part of gay culture 
and therefore gay and bi men 
should be given information to 
better educate themselves on the 
consequences of such behavior. 

“Ultimately, the aim is absti¬ 
nence. But we recognize people do 
drugs and say if you are going to 
do it, hey take care of yourself and 
other people,” said Curry. T 


HIV strain 

◄ page 1 

the city’s epidemic. 

“The community has a right to 
any information we have,” said 
Steven Tierney, director of HIV 
prevention for the health depart¬ 
ment. “We are committed to 
bringing it to you, but not infor¬ 
mation we can’t verify yet. I don’t 
think doing prevention by scaring 
people is a good idea.” 

Most experts remain uncon¬ 
vinced that the New York City case 
represents a turn for the worse in 
the epidemic. 

“This is a nonstory,” Dr. Paul 
Volberding, director of the Center 
for AIDS Research at the Universi¬ 
ty of California, San Franciso told 
the New York Times earlier this 
week. “There have been many 
cases of rapid progression. The 
New York case is only that, a case 
report.” 

Likewise, drug resistance 
comes as no surprise. In 2001, 
Sally Blower from the University 
of California, Los Angeles and col¬ 
leagues reported data from a 
mathematical model predicting 
that 42 percent of all prevalent 
HIV cases (including treated indi¬ 
viduals) and 16 percent of newly 
transmitted HIV cases in San 
Francisco would be resistant to at 
least one antiretroviral drug by 
2005. These predictions “have 
been proven correct,” Blower told 
the Bay Area Reporter. “The New 
York case is not the least bit sur¬ 


prising. It is an expected evolu¬ 
tion.” But, she added, “the chance 
that this multidrug-resistant HIV 
will spread is low.” 

Since the New York City De¬ 
partment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene’s announcement on Feb¬ 
ruary 11, no similar cases of trans¬ 


mission of highly drug resistant, 
dual-tropic HIV have come to 
light. 

Reports that a similar virus 
had been detected in a blood sam¬ 
ple from a San Diego man are in¬ 
accurate, according to Dr. Nancy 
page 20 ► 
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LipqTherapeutics 
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mesotherapy and Botox™ 

Mesotherapy 
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for 95% effectiveness. 


Our Botox™ treatments 
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SI 50/treatment area and administered 
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LipdTherapeutics, 
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Patty and 

T he long-running and wildly popular 
Fox television program The Simpsons 
made minor television history Sun¬ 
day, February 20 with its episode about 
same-sex marriage. While most of the half- 
hour show was humorous (especially the 
sight of gay couples flocking to the fiction¬ 
al Springfield to tie the knot after the mayor 
decreed such unions were legal to generate 
tourist dollars), overall the show fell flat and 
veered into murky territory with an anti¬ 
transgender message. 

As those who watched the show know, it 
was Marge Simpsons sister Patty who came 
out as a lesbian, and wanted to marry 
Veronica, a pro golfer on the LPGA circuit. 
While Marge initially hemmed and hawed 
about actually having to accept a gay family 
member (she had no trouble supporting 
Homer’s decision to become an ordained 
minister so that he could marry the couples 
after the local minister refused), she came 
around and expressed her continued love 
for Patty. 

It turns out, however, that Veronica was 
really a man, who disguised himself to play 
in the LPGA. And it was how that twist was 
revealed that troubles us. 

First, Marge spies on Veronica in the 
bathroom, leaving the toilet seat up (a “tell¬ 
tale” sign). Then, Veronica is shown having 
“big hands” and shaving. The clincher - re¬ 
vealed at the wedding, no less - was when 
Veronica’s “large Adam’s apple” was ex¬ 
posed. Once again, the “deception” strategy 
is used. That was the defense argument in 
the first Gwen Araujo murder trial last year, 
and that’s what transgender people con¬ 
stantly face from others. While Veronica did 
not identify as transgender, the show’s writ¬ 
ers exhibited a lack of creativity in the 
episode, which ultimately devolved into 
nonsense. Patty and Veronica did not get 
married, and it’s unclear whether Patty will 
continue to be portrayed as an out dyke in 
future episodes. We do acknowledge, how¬ 
ever, that The Simpsons is an animated show, 
and that as such, certain liberties are often 
taken with that genre. While the program 
has been on the air since 1989, for example, 
Bart Simpson is still 10 years old, so that 


‘Veronica’ 

context is important. 

The Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation quickly issued a statement 
Monday praising the episode, and virtually 
ignoring the Veronica plot line. “When 
Marge learns that Patty’s about to 
marry someone who isn’t really a 
lesbian, she comes to realize that 
what her sister really deserves is 
to be in love with and married to 
a person who’s right for her. If 
millions of Simpsons viewers came 
away from last night’s episode with that 
little bit of moral truth, it was time well 
spent,” Executive Director Joan 
Garry stated. 

Well, okay, but how about 
at least acknowledging the 
problems with the program? Millions of 
viewers could have also come away from the 
show with a skewed sense of transgender 
people. 

So we spoke with GLAAD media director 
Glennda Testone, who told us that the initial 


statement was mainly released to get the 
word out about what The Simpsons “got 
right.” But she also told us that yes, GLAAD 
was not terribly impressed with the Veronica 
plot line, which she called “cliched.” And she 
said that GLAAD is attempting to reach out 
to those involved with the series to talk 
about that aspect of the show. “The 
representation [of Veronica] was un¬ 
worthy of The Simpsons but it didn’t 
seem to be the headline,” Testone said. 

One other note about the program; 
we’re in full agreement with GLAAD 
j that Fox’s decision to slap an idiotic 
parental advisory warning on 
the episode was unwarranted. 
As Garry said, it “demonstrat¬ 
ed an almost laughable igno¬ 
rance on the part of Fox executives about 
the audience for the show.” 

In the future, it would be better if televi¬ 
sion programs dealing with same-sex mar¬ 
riage were more accurate - even if it’s a car¬ 
toon show. T 




A wake-up call on HIV 


by Robert J. McMullin 
and Jason Riggs 


W hether the recent announcement 
of a possible new virulent strain of 
HIV is an isolated incident or the 
dawn of a new age of AIDS, it is a wake-up 
call. The possibility of a new more lethal 
strain of HIV in the gay community calls 
each of us - our communities and our fed¬ 
eral government - to rededicate ourselves to 
HIV prevention and safer sex. Moreover, 
this case makes it even clearer that we must 
address the epidemic of crystal meth use 
among gay and bisexual men. 

The strain of HIV was detected in a man 
living in New York City who may not be so 
different from many of us: a sexually active 
gay man in his 40s who uses drugs. Despite 
what has been reported, multi-drug resis¬ 
tant strains of HIV are not new. Neither is 
rapid progression from HIV infection to 
clinical AIDS diagnosis. In addition, it is not 
yet clear whether the disease progressed 
rapidly because the virus was particularly 
strong or because the man was particularly 
weak due to reported crystal use, his own 
genetics, or because his body is still reacting 
to a recent infection. 

However, the case in New York reminds 
us of the very real possibility of a new viru¬ 
lent strain of HIV emerging among us. 
What happens in New York is not so far 
from San Francisco. It also demonstrates, 
once again, that crystal meth use not only 
contributes to new HIV infections but also 
fosters sexual environments that facilitate 
the emergence of new strains of HIV and 
other STDs. 

Surveys conducted by the Stop AIDS 
Project indicate that 20 percent of gay and 
bisexual men in San Francisco have used 
crystal in the last six months. Men using 


crystal report lower sexual inhibitions lead¬ 
ing to high-risk sex with multiple partners. 
While crystal use does not cause HIV, it is 
highly correlated with new HIV infections. 
A gay or bisexual man using crystal is 300 
percent to 400 percent more likely to get 
HIV than gay or bisexual men who don’t. 
Those using crystal are also twice as likely to 
have an STD such as syphilis and gonor¬ 
rhea. This isn’t just happening to addicts, 
it is happening to casual users too; peo¬ 
ple we count as our friends, co-work¬ 
ers, roommates, and boyfriends. 

At the beginning of the AIDS 
epidemic our community rose up 
to care for each other and our¬ 
selves. We did this out of fear, a 
sense of responsibility, and out of a 
commitment to one an¬ 
other. Addressing the 
abuse of crystal meth 
should be no different. 

The majority of gay and bisexual men 
are succeeding in protecting others and our¬ 
selves from HIV. However, there are some 
men, like the one in New York, who regu¬ 
larly have unprotected sex with multiple 
partners. 

It is impossible to live in a constant state 
of crisis about HIV, nor is it advisable for 
the well-being of individuals or an entire 
community. However, in our quest to find a 
“new normal” some of us have adopted a 
norm that accepts and even encourages high 
levels of risk. The situation in New York is a 
wake-up call that we must answer by reded¬ 
icating ourselves to safer sex and the cause 
of moving HIV prevention and gay men’s 
health forward. 

In partnership with the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health, the Stop 
AIDS Project is dedicated to cutting new 
HIV infections in half. We are fully engaged 
in addressing casual crystal use in the gay 


community and work with thousands of 
men every month to reduce the spread of 
HIV. However, it is difficult to see a future 
free of disease and full of health without all 
parts of the gay community engaged. 

Moving gay men’s health forward means 
having difficult conversations and taking 
difficult actions. It means being honest with 
ourselves and with each other about when 
and why we put ourselves, or others, at risk 
for HIV. 

Moving gay men’s health forward re¬ 
quires that all artists, community leaders, 
bars, club promoters, Internet 
hook-up sites, organizations, and 
individuals that make up the gay 
community take leadership in a 
reinvigorated effort to prevent 
the spread of HIV. Many 
businesses in the commu¬ 
nity have stepped up to 
the plate, yet many more 
have yet to see HIV prevention and ad¬ 
dressing crystal use as part of their respon¬ 
sibility. 

Moving gay men’s health forward is 
about summoning up our individual and 
collective courage and commitment to ac¬ 
tively build the kind of community that we 
all long for and deserve. 

Each of us has a role to play in caringly 
confronting one another to help stop the in¬ 
tertwined epidemics of HIV and crystal 
abuse. What is yours? ▼ 


Robert J. McMullin is the executive 
director of the Stop AIDS Project and 
Jason Riggs is the communications 
director. Join more than 250 volunteers 
at Stop AIDS in preventing the spread of 
HIV and addressing crystal use at 
www.stopaids.org, (415) 575-0747, or 
mcollins@stopaids.org. 
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Column overlooked dispute 

In its February 17 issue, the Bay Area Reporter con¬ 
demns the Jim Crow-era practices to which African 
Americans were subjected in the Castro some 30 years 
ago: “Many transplants to the Castro in the old days 
were Dixie types from the South who brought their 
negative feelings towards blacks with them. In the old 
Castro, black gay men would sometimes have to wait 
far beyond the expected length of time for a bartender 
to fill their order. Multiple IDs would often be re¬ 
quired at the door.” 

Yet, the column [“.Pendulum swings with hip hop,” 
In the Bars] makes no mention of the fact that Les Na¬ 
tali, the owner of Badlands and the Detour, is right 
now - in the “new” Castro - under investigation by 
the city and state for engaging in these same, “preju- 
dice”-fueled, “Dixie-type,” Jim Crow-era practices. 
According to sworn testimony from former Badlands 
employees, Natali instructed bouncers to request mul¬ 
tiple forms of photo ID from African Americans and 
other people of color, in violation of civil rights laws. 
Likewise, according to sworn testimony from patrons 
and witnesses, Natali routinely evicted African Amer¬ 
icans without cause, telling them: “You aren’t welcome 
here” or “your kind isn’t welcome here.” In fact, po¬ 
lice responding to a complaint from witnesses to the 
eviction of an African American woman are said to 
have asked her, “Let me guess: wrong color or wrong 
gender?” and told Natali: “You should be utterly 
ashamed.” 

Nor does the February 17 Arts and En¬ 
tertainment article bother to mention the 
ultimate irony: that the very same bar 
owner who allegedly, based on the 
columnists’ assessment, behaves like a 
“Dixie type from the South,” recently be¬ 
came a silent owner of the Pendulum, 
described in the piece as “a haven in ... 
a sea of indifference and hostility in the 
Castro.” 

If the outrageous practices of yore are 
worthy of such strong comments, then present-day 
reports that these practices continue - as well as re¬ 
ports that an alleged “Dixie type” is buying the Cas¬ 
tro’s “haven” for people of color - should elicit far 
more concern and outrage. They also merit a line or 
two of newsprint. 

John Newsome 
And Castro for All 
San Francisco 

Bar column neglected charges 

I was incredibly surprised to read your recent arti¬ 
cle in the arts section that described the Pendulum as 
a haven for black men of color. I strongly suggest that 
the writers of the arts section read the articles in the 
news section of the Bay Area Reporter. If they did read 
their own paper, they would realize that there have 
been monthly articles about ongoing discrimination 
in the Castro and that gay men of color have been or¬ 
ganizing for the past year against the new owner of 
the Pendulum because of racial discrimination. 

Robert Haaland 
San Francisco 

‘Clueless’ 

The story about the Pendulum bar in the most re¬ 
cent B.A.R. is laughably bizarre and unforgivably 
clueless. It seems that neither the writers Mr. Sher and 
Mr. des Jardins nor your entertainment editor Mr. 
Friedman read the paper that employs them. Nor, I 
guess, do they watch the television news or read the 
San Francisco Chronicle with any degree of diligence. 

If they were on top of any of these news sources, 
they would know that it is not just “the old Castro” 
that kept men of color out of bars by requiring mul¬ 
tiple IDs as the article mentioned. This discriminato¬ 
ry and illegal practice of asking for multiple photo IDs 
was common and used to discriminate against 
African Americans and other minority individuals as 
recently as last summer, at Les Natali’s SF Badlands 
(please direct them to your own paper’s June 17,2004 
issue for the beginning of ongoing coverage of this 
problem). If they kept up with current events, they 
would also know that Mr. Natali now owns the Pen¬ 
dulum, the “haven” for African Americans. And, fi¬ 
nally, if they paid attention to what they were writing, 
they would know that for about eight months now, 
Mr. Natali has been under investigation by both local 
and state agencies, on charges of racial discrimina¬ 
tion. These investigations are based on sworn testi¬ 
mony from both former employees and would-be pa¬ 
trons of SF Badlands, over 20 people in all. The “old 
Castro” that your writer and editor seem to think is a 
thing of the past, is alive and well in the form of Les 
Natali. 

Hunter Gatewood 
San Francisco 

[Arts editor Roberto Friedman responds: In their col¬ 
umn, “Pendulum swings with hip hop,” In the Bars 
columnists Mike Sher and Mark des Jardins met their 
assigned task, which was to visit the bar, and talk with 


the patrons, bartenders, manager, and owner. We stand 
by their report. 

The piece should have referenced the B.A.R.’s own 
news reporting regarding the controversy over the bar’s 
ownership changes. The column was focused on the bar’s 
history in the Castro for over 30 years as a haven for gay 
men of color and their friends.] 

More brickbats for column 

Your “In the Bars” column is as necessary as tits on 
a boar. 

It’s no big mystery who bars cater to, and it’s not 
the Boy Scouts. They cater to alcoholics and are in the 
business of creating new alcoholics. 

Bar owners have changed the approach but the end 
result is still the same. Drink and get drunk. I haven’t 
seen a “free buffet” in a saloon for a while, one where 
everything was made of two-thirds salt to dehydrate 
you so you’d drink more. I have seen all kinds of “con¬ 
tests” and “fund-raisers” put on in saloons that cen¬ 
tered on drinking. 

The Castro bars have the same type of vibe, music 
so loud that it disorients you when you come in and 
then convinces you that you aren’t drunk later be¬ 
cause you can still hear it. 

How about a column called “In the Shooting 
Gallery” so you can glorify IV drug users? 

Kevin Keane 
San Francisco 

Meth story dissed AA 

While I applaud any effort to dissemi¬ 
nate information on newly available meth 
treatment programs, I take issue with the 
fact that it seems to have been done at the 
expense of another [“Crystal meth users 
turn to experimental project to kick the 
habit,” February 17]. 

Alcoholics Anonymous’ stated policy 
regarding anonymity is “at the level of 
press, radio and film.” This stance was carefully cho¬ 
sen many decades ago to avoid the very real danger 
that someone might hear a story of “the program” not 
working, and decide that it will not or cannot work 
for them as well. 

Unfortunately, it may have been the one person 
who will read this article about the experimental pro¬ 
ject, get the notion that AA does not work, and then 
proceed to use. I am well aware that it is not your task 
to promote AA either. Its policy is attraction rather 
than promotion. 

It seems that careful editing could have included 
the fact that this young man had tried other methods 
of treatment that did not work for him, without 
trashing what has worked for so many. He, by the way, 
has his facts wrong about people getting applause for 
completing a step, but I digress. 

I am a health care practitioner in the city, and we 
are at war with crystal meth. Seroconversion rates are 
skyrocketing among men who have remained nega¬ 
tive for over two decades, and are now becoming pos¬ 
itive as a result of their use of crystal and participa¬ 
tion in unsafe sex. I need all the help I can get trying 
to curtail this epidemic, and I request that you be 
more careful in your reporting to avoid inadvertently 
giving anyone another excuse to continue using. Our 
community, especially, is being decimated by this 
drug. I thank you for your reporting on the topic and 
ask that you keep in mind that one person who might 
just go to a meeting and get clean when you write in 
the future about meth use. 

Kim Grubbs 
San Francisco 

AIDS and gay men 

I cannot believe John Viletto’s letter, “Emerging 
AIDS crisis,” was written by a responsible member of 
the gay community [Mailstrom, February 17]. How¬ 
ever, I commend him in stirring me to speak after 
years of silence. I am one of those he mentions who 
witnessed the horrors of the early epidemic that he 
claims are now “too old to get out and swing very 
much.” 

As a pioneer in AIDS awareness, I passed my own 
torch for AIDS enlightenment to others many years 
ago. A reason for this was that I had grown both weary 
and heartbroken in the battle against AIDS, which had 
taken so many friends, lovers, and colleagues. Anoth¬ 
er reason was that I had become disheartened over the 
politics and personal agendas that infiltrated the or¬ 
ganizations that had pledged themselves to defeat 
AIDS. 

In 1984,1 created Los Angeles County’s first AIDS 
awareness campaign, which, subsequently, became the 
first national AIDS awareness campaign. It was I who 
coined the expression, “Play Safely,” in this landmark 
campaign, which quickly influenced the approach to 
AIDS awareness across America. 

I present my credentials by way of correcting John 
in both some of his AIDS facts, and in his false per¬ 
ception about the most effective AIDS defense - the 
likes of which I also had to confront over 20 years ago. 

next page ► 
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by Paula Martinac 

n a recent development in the 

HIV/AIDS epidemic, two in- 
1 dependent research teams rec¬ 
ommended that all Americans - 
not just those who’ve been 
deemed “high risk,” like gay men 
and IV drug users - be tested for 
the virus. Clearly, this is good 
news. The recommendations are 
meant to finally make HIV testing 
as routine and devoid of stigma as 
a Pap test, mammogram, or blood 
pressure screening. 

But could a change imple¬ 
mented in the third decade of the 
pandemic really be effective, given 
the shame still attached to 
HIV/AIDS and to homosexuality? 
Unless a public health policy shift 
goes hand in hand with reality- 
based sex education, I think it 
would stand little chance of 
making a difference over 
time. 

Part of the problem stems 
from the fact that HIV is still 
being tied to identity rather 
than behavior, although 
the connection is 
more subtle than in 
the past. For example, 
all the news 
reports about , 
the new med- ' 
ical studies 
cited people in “monogamous 
heterosexual relationships” as 
among the lowest-risk groups for 
HIV, who might opt out of the test 
altogether or possibly just have it 
once. 

At about the same time, anoth¬ 
er report also hit the news - that a 
new drug-resistant strain of HIV 
has appeared in New York City in 
a gay man who used crystal meth 
and, according to the New York 
Times, had “unprotected sex with 
hundreds of partners.” This hear¬ 
kens back to the early 1980s, re-es¬ 
tablishing the connection between 
HIV and homosexuality and con¬ 
juring up memories of that origi¬ 
nal “bad” gay man, Patient Zero, 
who was blamed for bringing HIV 
to the United States. 

The danger in continuing to 
talk about risk categories is that 
many people who don’t use drugs 
or have sex with “hundreds of 
partners” will erroneously view 
HIV as of no concern to them. 
Consider that heterosexual 
women of color actually account¬ 
ed for 85 percent of new AIDS in- 
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fections in 2003. Sex 
with HIV-positive 
men is the primary 
means by which 
straight women be¬ 
come infected, and 
many of these 
women firmly be¬ 
lieve they’re in 
monogamous rela¬ 
tionships. 

As one AIDS re¬ 
searcher told HIV 
Plus magazine, 

“There is a whole set 
of women who 
don’t have a clue 
that their male part¬ 
ners have outside re¬ 
lationships.” And there are other 
women who may indeed be in 
monogamous heterosexual rela¬ 
tionships - but with men who 
previously had unsafe sex with 
other men. 

The continuing stigma 
attached to homosexuality 
and bisexuality is largely to 
blame for this explosion of 
HIV among those who mis¬ 
takenly thought they were 
safe from the disease. 
Many men “on the down 
low” put their unknowing 

_ female part- 

ners at risk 
because ad¬ 
mitting they 
like to have sex with men would 
be viewed as disgraceful, unman¬ 
ly, or even sinful. 

Compounding the problem is 
our public education system, 
which, like much public health 
policy, evades the complexities of 
human sexuality and psychology. 
While it reduces money for AIDS 
programs, the federal government 
increases funding for “abstinence- 
only” sex education, despite a lack 
of evidence that these programs 
work. Indeed, a report from U.S. 
Representative Henry Waxman 
(D-California) showed some ab¬ 
stinence-only programs providing 
false information that put kids at 
risk for pregnancy and sexually 
transmitted diseases. And a recent 
study in the president’s home state 
found that abstinence-only edu¬ 
cation had not prevented students 
there from becoming progressive¬ 
ly more sexually active. 

The result is a classic Catch-22. 
The best way to erode the stigma 
of HIV would be to start in the 
schools with accurate sex educa¬ 
tion aimed at helping all kids ac¬ 



quire knowledge about behavior 
that would keep them safe. But 
schools have their hands tied by a 
federal government committed to 
the idea that promoting one kind 
of identity - being heterosexual 
and married - is the panacea for 
all of society’s problems. 

Sadly, that approach is based 
on the reality of only a small num¬ 
ber of people. In fact, kids are 
human, and most humans - even 
the deeply religious - want to have 
sex, especially when their hor¬ 
mones are raging. And as Shelby 
Knox, a young Christian sex-edu¬ 
cation activist whose story will be 
told on an episode of PBS’s POV 
series this June, puts it, “If [kids] 
are going to have sex, they need to 
know the consequences. And they 
need to know how to protect 
themselves.” 

One step we can all take is to 
lobby our representatives in 
Washington to pass the Responsi¬ 
ble Education About Life Act 
(REAL), which would create a 
grant program for states to offer 
broader sex education programs 
that include information about 
contraceptives and safer sex. Such 
a bill faces an uphill struggle in the 
current climate of fear and repres¬ 
sion. But without an attempt to 
address this serious education 
shortfall, HIV, one of our greatest 
public-health challenges, will con¬ 
tinue to spread as “someone else’s 
disease.” ▼ 


Paula Martinac is a Lambda 
Literary Award-winning author 
of eight books and editor in 
chief of Q Syndicate. She can 
be reached care of this 
publication or at Lesbian 
Notions@qsyndicate.com. 


Mailstrom 


First, allow me correct Viletto’s 
take on AIDS history: San Fran¬ 
cisco, after New York, and Los An¬ 
geles after San Francisco, did not 
take “immediate action” against 
the epidemic by instantly shutting 
their bathhouses and distributing 
AIDS literature. Actually, the gay 
community was slow to take up 
arms against AIDS in each of the 
metropolitan cities. Bathhouse 
owners, and those who frequented 
them, were quite resistant to clos¬ 
ing. Gay bathhouses were mostly 
owned by gay businessmen who 
refused to give up important rev¬ 
enue, and their patrons resented 
losing their safest means of clan¬ 
destine sex. Back then, “safe sex” 
meant sex you could have without 
being busted by police. 

In addition, many business es¬ 
tablishments, gay and otherwise, 
were highly reluctant to provide 
safe sex literature in the early 
stages of the disease or to allow 


such information to be distrib¬ 
uted to their patrons. These busi¬ 
nesses owners thought to do so 
was a reflection on their establish¬ 
ments and their clientele. 

You see, in those early years, 
even gay people thought AIDS 
was primarily a disease for hus¬ 
tlers and IV drug users. Few gay 
people were educated, and many 
more were simply stubborn. They 
did not want to be told they 
couldn’t have sex whenever, how¬ 
ever, and with whomever they 
wanted. If you want to commend 
those who rose to the challenge 
early on - thank your lesbian sis¬ 
ters. They were passing out AIDS 
literature and condoms before 
most gay men knew what the 
acronym stood for. 

It was only a fluke that I had 
joined a West Los Angeles public 
relations company shortly before 
we were hired by Los Angeles 
County and the Gay 8c Lesbian 
Community Services Center to 
launch a countywide AIDS aware¬ 
ness campaign. After examining 
numerous AIDS education mate¬ 


rials focused on reproving the per¬ 
petrator, and the dismal reaction 
by the public to this approach, I 
designed our campaign to empha¬ 
size individual responsibility. In 
other words, AIDS prevention be¬ 
gins and ends with each of us. 

While it is unconscionable for 
people with HIV to intentionally 
expose their partners, it is equally 
unconscionable to solely indict 
the perpetrator. Responsibility 
must ultimately, if not equally, rest 
with the individual who allows 
him or herself to be exposed. 

The path to criminalizing 
AIDS infection and those who do 
the infecting, knowingly or other¬ 
wise, is fraught with danger far 
greater than the disease itself. Such 
legislation threatens our liberties, 
our right to privacy, most impor¬ 
tantly, our right to take responsi¬ 
bility for our own actions. Such a 
path inevitably leads to pink tri¬ 
angles and concentration camps. 

Tyler St. Mark, Producer 
Wildcat International 
Beverly Hills, California 
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Dean’s the manatDNC 


by Carole Migden 


Editor's note: While the Bay Area 
Reporter looks for a new political 
columnist, following the retire¬ 
ment of Wayne Friday, we have 
invited several LGBT officials and 
others to write guest columns. 

This is the second in a series of 
such columns. 

A recent mid-week trip to 
chilly Washington, D.C. was 
very much worthwhile, to 
witness Governor Howard 
Dean’s coronation as the new 
chairman of the Democratic Na¬ 
tional Committee. I’ve made no 
secret of my great admiration and 
affection for the former Vermont 
governor, the original “freedom to 
marry” leader. It seems that the 
rank and file members finally tired 
of the cold mashed potatoes being 
served by national Democratic 
leaders. Old guard Democrats 
Nancy Pelosi and Harry Reid 
shuddered as Dean took the man¬ 
tle as the party’s top dog. New 
Mexico Governor Bill Richard¬ 
son tried to woo the delegation 
with weight loss and weightless re¬ 
marks ... seems he’s shaping up to 
be on the short list for VP in 2008. 

Speaking of freedom to marry, 
in my home state of New York, NYC 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg has 
given his public support for us to 
marry while simultaneously appeal¬ 
ing a New York court decision that 
grants us this right. I don’t get it: 
Mayor Mike, this is how you show 
your support?!? If the United States 
had that kind of backing from allies 
in WWII, we would all be speaking 
German right now ... I’ll take 
Mayor Gav any day of the week. 

Our talented city attorney, 
Dennis Herrera, who has been 



State Senator Carole Migden 


praised in the New York Times for 
his articulate and brilliant work 
on the marriage issue, is up for re- 
election this November. His re¬ 
markable record of accomplish¬ 
ment is matched only by his in¬ 
nate ability to navigate through 
the complex and often-treacher- 
ous legalities to best represent the 
city. I am proud to count on him 
as a friend and I am even prouder 
to be represented by him. His one 
weakness ... besides chocolate 
eclairs? He won’t admit it, but my 
partner Cris Arguedas outdrives 
him on the golf course. There is 
no doubt in my mind that Herrera 
will be easily re-elected. 

Assembly Speaker Fabian 
Nunez (D-Los Angeles) and I are 
taking the lead on new legislation 
that will remove “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” for the California division of 
the National Guard ... only bears 
need apply. Talking gays in the 
military, many feel that current 
policies compromise intelligence 
gathering; apparently only gay sol¬ 
diers speak Farsi - what’s up with | 


that? 

Did you see the Grammys? A 
bald Melissa Etheridge belting 
out an old Janis Joplin ditty while 
battling with breast cancer - truly 
inspiring. Then we have Rosie 
O’Donnell standing up for foster 
kids. These are times where we 
need to get on board with celebri¬ 
ty activism ... so I am going to 
launch the Brad Pitt for Gover¬ 
nor in ’06 recruitment. We need to 
fight fire with fire, and I hear it is 
true that Mr. Pitt has been con¬ 
verted by Angelina Jolie. Plus I 
know Mr. Pitt would garner some 
votes with this paper’s readership. 

Our own celebrity governor 
was in D.C. too, trying to get Cali¬ 
fornia more federal dollars. We 
hope Arnold Schwarzenegger 
can bring something back other 
than T-shirts - after all he went to 
Ohio to get Bush re-elected. Can he 
get some respect in the morning? 

All my fellow legislators we 
know are stitches ... but none can 
sew a stitch, which leads to the 
new preoccupation with knitting. 
I think we are all just getting our 
applications together for Martha 
Stewart’s new reality show. 

Lastly, I want to acknowledge 
my old friend Wayne Friday who 
had inhabited this space for over 
two decades. His sharp wit and 
precise analysis will be sorely 
missed. Wayne’s column was that 
first thing I read on Thursday 
mornings ... I wish for him noth¬ 
ing but good times in his retire¬ 
ment. So Wayne, how was your 
week? ▼ 


State Senator Carole Migden 
represents portions of San 
Francisco and Marin counties. 
Bill Barnes contributed to this 
column. 


HIV bill 

◄ page 1 

the sentencing so that it reflects 
that standard,” said Baker, explain¬ 
ing that existing law around crim¬ 
inal HIV transmission, which was 
passed in 1998, allows up to eight 
years in prison, while Denham’s 
bill would reduce the maximum to 
three years, and in some instances 
allows for a misdemeanor if the 
conduct is not as egregious. Actu¬ 
al transmission of the virus, how¬ 
ever, could carry an additional 
three years of sentencing under a 
separate section of the penal code. 

Many in the LGBT communi¬ 
ty, of course, worry about lessen¬ 
ing the standards for criminal 
HIV transmission, both for ethi¬ 
cal as well as practical reasons. 

Assemblyman Mark Leno (D- 
San Francisco), who chairs the As¬ 
sembly’s Public Safety Committee, 
told the Bay Area Reporter that it 
is his job to ensure that every bill 
gets a fair hearing, and as such, he 
cannot take a definitive position 
on Denham’s bill. 

However, Leno did express 
concern over the fact that the bill 
“would make a negligent act - as 
opposed to a malicious or inten¬ 
tional act - a felony.” 

And Leno also noted that 
punitive HIV measures often have 
the unintended consequence of 
people opting not to learn their 
HIV status. 

“Might it give someone yet an¬ 
other reason not to do what we 
encourage everyone to do, which 
is to get tested for HIV and know 
their status?” said Leno, adding 
that such a bill may also affect the 
community standard of shared re¬ 
sponsibility when engaging in sex. 


“Certainly for those of us who 
have been involved with the epi¬ 
demic all of these years, the best ad¬ 
vice for all of us is to proceed as if 
your partner is positive,” said Leno. 

Rappley acknowledged that the 
bill only affects people who know 
they have HIV, rather than those 
who suspect they are positive or 
have not been tested. But he did 
not agree that the bill would affect 
HIV testing. 

“This bill specifically deals with 
those who have knowledge that 
they have HIV and have not dis¬ 
closed that they have HIV to their 
partner,” said Rappley. “But it is in 
one’s best interest to find out his or 
her HIV status, and in one’s part¬ 
ner’s best interest. This measure is 
in no way meant to discourage 
anyone from seeking testing; it’s 
simply meant to make sure there 
are not innocent victims out there 
as a result of someone’s nondisclo¬ 
sure of HIV status.” 

Regardless, there are a host of 
questions that will arise during 
criminal prosecution of such 
cases. Under current law, medical 
records can be subpoenaed in 
criminal prosecutions involving 
HIV transmission, but other fac¬ 
tors - such as whether a condom 
was worn, or whether a partner 
disclosed his or her status, may be 
more subjective. 

“One concern for the gay com¬ 
munity is that lowering the stan¬ 
dard for an HFV transmission crime 
can open a Pandora’s box of charges 
between disgruntled lovers,” said 
Bart Broome, an openly gay legisla¬ 
tive assistant to Assemblyman Paul 
Koretz (D-West Hollywood). 

Baker acknowledged that each 
case would have to be looked at 
individually to determine the 
merits, and DA’s offices would fac¬ 


tor in things like corroboration of 
victim statements, the length of 
the relationship, the status of the 
relationship, and the timing of the 
filed complaint. 

At the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation, policy director Dana 
Van Gorder expressed another 
concern with SB235 - that pun¬ 
ishing HIV-positive people who 
don’t have protected sex does not 
stop the possibility of future HIV 
transmission. 

“I don’t think any of us would 
argue that it isn’t a serious matter 
to have HIV and engage in unpro¬ 
tected sex, and I think the vast 
majority of people with HIV take 
great care not to do that. But for 
people having major issues with 
engaging safely, we believe it is 
better for them to go through 
counseling rather than to be put 
in jail. All that really accomplishes 
is to transfer the problem to jail.” 

Van Gorder expressed concern 
over potential support for the bill, 
particularly in light of last week’s 
announcement that a new strain 
of drug-resistant HIV may have 
been identified in New York City. 
But he also expressed hope that 
officials would remember and 
honor the long process involved 
with drafting and passing the ex¬ 
isting HIV transmission law. 

“I am confident that we can 
probably deal with this bill in as 
much as the law that exists now 
reflects lengthy discussions and an 
eventual compromise with the 
Davis administration,” said Van 
Gorder, referring to the former 
governor. “Hopefully we can per¬ 
suade Governor Schwarzenegger - 
whose support on this obviously 
would be crucial - that we should 
honor the compromise that was 
reached in 1998.” ▼ 
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Who is Jose Sarria? 


by Liz Highieyman 


lthough less well-known 
than many gay pioneers, 
Jose Sarria (aka the Widow 
Norton) made his mark on history 
as the first openly gay man to run 
for public office and the founder of 
the Imperial Court System. 

Sarria was born in 1922 or 
1923 to an unwed mother of 
Columbian descent. He was raised 
in San Francisco, partly by his 
godparents and partly in the 
home of a family that employed 
his mother as a domestic. His 
mother and godmother indulged 
his early cross-dressing, and when 
he was older, mother and son 
sometimes dressed up and went 
out on the town together. 

Despite identifying as gay from 
an early age, Sarria enlisted in the 
army during World War II, work¬ 
ing as an officer’s aide and running 
an officers’ mess hall in Berlin. After 
leaving the army around 1945, 
he returned to San Francisco 
and enrolled in college to 
obtain a teaching certifi¬ 
cate, but left without grad¬ 
uating after he was arrested 
on lewd conduct charges in the 
men’s restroom of the St. 
Francis Hotel’s Oak 
Room bar. 

With his aspira¬ 
tions for a teaching 
career ruined by a sex-crime 
record, Sarria set his sights on en¬ 
tertaining. He began singing at the 
Black Cat - an eclectic venue in 
the Bohemian North Beach dis¬ 
trict, which Allen Ginsberg 
dubbed “the greatest gay bar in 
America” - where he worked part- 
time as a cocktail waiter. 
Throughout the 1950s, he starred 
in a regular Sunday brunch show 
at the bar, singing parodies of 
opera arias. 

Unusually out for his era, Sar¬ 
ria used his performances to pro¬ 
mote gay pride and equal rights. 
Sometimes, his reworked lyrics in¬ 
cluded coded warnings of im¬ 
pending cruising busts, passed 
along to Sarria by sympathetic po¬ 
lice officers. At the end of each 
weekly performance, Sarria urged 
the audience - mostly gay men - 
to stand and sing a rendition of 
“God Save Us Nelly Queens.” As 
homophile activist George 
Mendenhall later recalled, “[W]e 
were not really saying ‘God Save 
Us Nelly Queens.’ We were saying 
‘We have our rights, too.’” 

Sarria’s growing fame as a na¬ 
tionally known female imperson¬ 
ator brought an ever-larger crowd 
of homosexuals to the Black Cat, 
which became something of a gay 
community center and soon drew 
the attention of the police and al¬ 
cohol-control authorities. During 
the McCarthy era of the early 
1950s, gay and lesbian bars were 
extorted for payoffs and frequent¬ 
ly raided, gay men were regularly 
arrested for cruising, and drag 
queens were harassed for imper¬ 
sonating members of the opposite 
sex - leading Sarria to distribute 
labels stating “I am a boy,” so the 
wearer could not be accused of 

Suggested reading 

Boyd, Nan Alamilla. 2003. 
Wide Open Town: A History 
of Queer San Francisco to 
1965 (University of Califor¬ 
nia Press). 

Gorman, Michael Robert. 

1998. The Empress Is a 
Man: Stories from the Life 
of Jose Sarria (Haworth). 



Jose Sarria, aka the Widow Norton 


deception. After the club’s license 
was revoked, owner Sol Stoumen 
filed a lawsuit, and in 1951 won a 
California Supreme Court ruling 
that venues could not be closed 
simply for having a gay clientele. 

In response, the state legisla¬ 
ture enacted a new law al¬ 
lowing authorities to revoke 
the liquor licenses of estab¬ 
lishments serving “sex per¬ 
verts,” and the harass¬ 
ment intensified. 

Amidst this climate of 
intimidation, Sarria 
ran for a seat on the 
San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors in 
1961 - the first openly gay man in 
the country to seek public office. 
Despite a low-key campaign and 
minimal funding, Sarria garnered 
more than 5,600 votes, although 
he failed to win one of the five 
open seats. 

Sarria’s respectable vote tally 
shocked both the city’s homosex¬ 
ual community and its political 
establishment, sowing the First 
seeds of gay political clout in San 
Francisco. The gay community re¬ 
alized that it could wield consid¬ 
erable power as a voting bloc, and 
before long, gay bars were holding 
voter registration drives and ho¬ 
mophile organizations were host¬ 
ing candidate forums. Despite 
these gains, however, an openly 


gay man would not win office in 
the city until Harvey Milk was 
elected to the Board of Supervi¬ 
sors in 1977. 

Sarria co-founded the League 
for Civic Education and was in¬ 
volved in the formation of the 
Tavern Guild, an organization of 
gay bar owners. But after the Black 
Cat closed following a final license 
revocation in 1963, he perceived a 
leadership void in the communi¬ 
ty. After being crowned queen of 
the Tavern Guild’s Beaux Arts Ball 
in 1964, Sarria declared himself 
Empress. Taking the name “the 
Widow Norton,” he adopted the 
legacy of Joshua Norton, a notori¬ 
ous San Francisco eccentric of the 
Gold Rush era who declared him¬ 
self Emperor of the United States. 
Over the objections of those who 
felt the gay community should not 
be represented by a drag queen, “I 
re-established myself as the leader 
of the community,” Sarria later re¬ 
called, “with much discussion, 
with much fight, but I won.” 

In 1965, Sarria established the 
Imperial Court System, which 
today comprises some 80 chapters 
in the United States, Canada, and 
several other countries. Succeed¬ 
ing Empresses and Emperors - 
both of which may now be of ei¬ 
ther sex - are chosen in annual 
elections. Since its founding, the 
court system has raised tens of 
thousands of dollars for charity. 

Now living in Palm Springs, 
Sarria continues to attend Imper¬ 
ial Court functions as “Queen 
Mother,” and still leads an annual 
pilgrimage to Joshua Norton’s 
grave in Woodlawn Memorial 
Park south of San Francisco. In 
the adjoining plot, Sarria’s head¬ 
stone is already in place, pro¬ 
claiming, “United we stand, divid¬ 
ed they catch us one by one.” ▼ 


Liz Highieyman is a freelance 
writer and editor who has 
written widely on health, 
sexuality, and politics. She can 
be reached care of this 
publication or at 
PastOut@qsyndicate.com. 


An artist’s touch 



A rtist and local political activist Debra Walker, right, is all 
smiles at this week's Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club 
meeting as her depiction of the Hall of Justice was chosen to be 
on the cover of Public Defender Jeff Adachi's annual report for 2004. 
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To Our Valued Customers, Employees, Vendors and Friends: 

From: The Club Rendez-vous 

It is with great sadness that we have decided not to reopen the Club Rendezvous Bar because of 
opposition by the Lower Polk Neighbors association (LPN). After attending numerous meetings 
with this group, it was clear that their intention was to thwart any attempt to reopen at a new lo¬ 
cation in the area. The B.A.R. did a very thought-provoking article regarding our situation in the 
February 17, 2005 issue questioning if this group is trying to "de-gay" Polk Street. Much of the 
subject matter debated during our meetings was focused on the "undesirables" lingering on the 
sidewalk. While our customers and performers went outside to smoke, LPN saw them as drug 
users, homeless and prostitutes. We were encouraged to limit our business hours to after 4pm; 
improve our clientele” (de-gay?) and faulted us for not policing the entire block—even though we were the only business open on the 
block for the past five years. The vacant space at the corner of Polk and Fern, which was to have been our new location, remains vacant and 
a “blight”, to use LPN’s words. 

LPN opposition made our move impossible. 

We do, however, have our memories of the good times and countless fun events. We thank you, our customers, for your patronage. We re¬ 
member the many groups that gave Club Rendez-vous the diversity that was uniquely Polk Street: from the Imperial and Ducal Courts to 
Leather Dome, from SF Aids Foundation benefits to the 49er Club. All these events will be missed and cherished for a long time. It is re¬ 
grettable that one group’s morals can affect a community so profoundly. The goal of the LPN is to clean up the streets and improve the 
neighborhood. Unfortunately, the impact has caused the termination of jobs for our employees, the elimination of a gathering place for our 
customers, and the loss of fundraising events we held for community charities. 

There seem to be fewer and fewer places that neighborhood gays, lesbians, bisexuals, transgender and straight people can mingle and feel 
welcome and at home. We are proud gay business owners and remain optimistic that, with your support we can continue the real spirit of 
Polk Street in a hospitable location. 

Sincerely, 

CDavid Q- Xapp & (Paul d. JCcwwi 

Special gratitude to the following people who have helped contribute to make the club a success, many of whom have graced our stage: 

To the Imperial and Ducal Families statewide, nationwide & international: Jose Sarria, Steven Rascher, Marlena, Susie Wong, China Silk, 
Donna Sachet, Berlin, Fernando Robles, Barbie LaChoy, Simeon Traw, Pushy Phyllis, Philip Evans, Maxine, David Nyburg, Sheba, TJ Iste- 
van, Toby, Anita Martini, Chablis, Brian Benamati, Snatch, Rob Perin, Michael Parsons, Savannah, Diva LaFever, Alexis Miranda, Tiger 
Lily, Tom Basch, Kristy Cruise, Angelina Josephina Manicotti, Carlotta, Lincoln, The Blaster Sisters, Colette LeGrande, Greg Osmon, 
Frank Stevens, Goldiei Fred Thompson, Mr. Leona, Tish Crabb, Renita Valdez, Morticia, Jada, John Carrillo, Larry Cook, Faberge, Davi- 
da, Linda Lopez and Gail Wood. Also to the Lanning Family; Don, Keith and Gladys Bumps; From Portland: Steve Suss, Don Gaff, Dar- 
celle, the ever-fabulous Marne and the Rose Court of Portland. 

To Zac & Dave of Macho, the great Cockatielia and the performers of TilFriday (our longest running show), Kitty Glamour, Holotta 
Tymes, Sofonda Boyz, Manley Lennox, Karen Kill, Deana Dawn, Suppository Spelling, Veronica Klaus, Daphne Deluxe, Princess Kentiedy, 
Robbie, Gypsy Calabrese, Casandra, Minnie Minerva and Ron, Ginger Snap, Vicki Marlene, Gina LaDavina, Lady Tia, Amanda Love, 
Warren Hart, Victoria Secret. To the Men of Exotica: Ali Ravan, Joe Joe, Rico, Chris, Tim, Nikko, Brandon, Nick Night, Steve Tyler, Bam 
Bam and Duffy. To our Mama Sandy Reinhardt, Gary Virginia, Tom Braddock, Eric Hanson, Miss Trout, Bob Bronson, Mark Paladini, 
Ray Tilton, Richie Chameroy and all of Mama’s boys. 

To Robbie Robinson, Greta Grass, John Houser, the Honorable Willie Brown, Doug Graff, Doug Cox, Tom Haas, Mark Campanella, 
James Dein, Scott Miller, Chuck Davis, Gerry Olson, Jack Davis, Mark Leno, Carol Migden, Robert Golovich, Robert Michael Productions, 
Carolene Marks, Alvin Orloff, Don Laird, Roxie Hart, Wayne Friday, Bob Ross, Sue Bierman, Phil Junot, Linda McBride, Pearl, John 
Hughes, Manfred, Ann Dolynuik and Norman, Joshua Jones, Oscar, Linda Miller, Rahn Fudge, Bay Guardian, Odyssey, Gloss, RINK, Tom 
Nolan, Jay Noonan, Leo Pribble, David Gin and Gary Nathan at Spectrum, Bay Times, SF Weekly, Fun Maps, Frontiers. The B.A. R. staff: 
Cynthia Laird, Michael Yamashita, Zak Szymanski, David McBrayer, Tom Horn and all the faithful 49er Fan Club members. 

AND OUR STAFF, past and present: Richard “Sweet lips” Walters, Richard “Rachel” Kuttner, Mike McColligan, Kenny Allison, Dave 
Ryan, L. James Beales, Ms “Do You Hear Me?” Ronnie Lynn Bandoni, John “Boom Boom” Pearson, Michael Scholl, Ron Rios, Paul Gr¬ 
isham, Ivan Young, Alexis Francoise, Reggie Snowdon, Kipp Capprino, Dennis Tyler, Dayne Johnson, Tom Wagner, Ed Nelson, Glen Lind- 
ke, David Delgado, Jose Sifuentes, Steve Pollack, Marlowe Smith, Kiko and Ray of Light Carmona. 

THE FUND-RAISERS we had the pleasure to host: Stop Aids Project, GLBT Community Center,SF AIDS Foundation, Larkin Street 
Youth Ctr., AIDS Emergency Fund, Every Penny Counts, AIDS Ride SF, Imperial Courts of SF Alameda and San Jose, Ducal Court of SF, 
Esthers Pantry for the Rose Court of Portland OR,Gay and Lesbian Historical Society, Gay Softball League, AIDS Memorial Grove, Mama 
Sandy Reinharts Breast Cancer Fund, Koret Ctr., Derek Silva Fund, Project Open Hand, Asian Pacific Wellness Ctr.,World Trade Ctr. Sept 
11 Fund, American Cancer Society, American Red Cross, PAWS, Tenderloin Tessies Holiday Dinners, Positive Force, American Heart As¬ 
sociation, Golden Gate Guards, Inter Club Fund, LeatherWalk SF, GLBT Parade Fund, Mama’s Toy Drive, the Bay Area Chapter of the 
IGRA. 

And to the greatest customers, our regulars, our friends, thank you for making the club a home. 


For Info or Comments, Reply to: 

Club Rendez-Vous, PO Box 641979, SF, CA 94164 
415-928-5572 
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A Time to Buy 
A Time to Sell 
For Every Season 
There’s a reason 


Whether you decide to buy or sell, I 
just remember the opportunity of 
yesterday may change tomorrow, 
so call me today!!! 

415 695-2715 



Ackerman 


Steamy windows, 
alert neighbor 


by Jane Warner 



You may have syphilis and not know it. Even if you have 
a painless sore or rash that disappears, syphilis still needs to be treated. 

Syphilis can be easily cured with treatment. 

For a FREE TEST call 408.293.3040 x213. 

Once you've been tested you will receive a $10 gift card, 
while supplies last. 

Public Health Department 

i SorMa Cara valley Heasih & Hospua! System v 


nit block of Landers, Febru¬ 
ary 20, 10:44 p.m.: While 
having a cigarette on her 
fire escape, a woman looked down 
to the street and saw a man walk¬ 
ing back and forth in front of a 
parked Honda. Suddenly the 
man bent over and was 
doing something to the 
door lock that the 
woman couldn’t see. 

After awhile, the win¬ 
dows of the car began 
to steam up and the 
woman saw the 
suspicious man 
rummaging 
through the interi¬ 
or of the car with a 
flashlight. Calling 911 on her cell 
phone, the woman watched as the 
suspect exited the car with a large 
backpack and started running 
southbound on Landers. A police 
car responding to the call sped 
down Landers after the suspect. A 
foot chase ensued but the suspect 
eluded the officer. Several other 
officers responded to the area and 
after about 20 minutes, police 
found the thief hiding underneath 
a parked car on 15th Street. The 
suspect, 19, was taken to Mission 
Station where he was booked for 
auto burglary, possession of stolen 
property, and vandalism to a vehi¬ 
cle. 
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Join Gay.com “Sex Talk" columnist and sexpert, Simon 
Sheppard, for an event sure to blow your...mind. Queer 
men love sex, but it's not always satisfying. How can we 
get what we want? What DO we want, anyway? In this 
4 part series, well work on exploring our own desires. 
Whether in relationships or playing the field, well figure 
out how to get what we want. This is a participatory, 
non-threatening, kink-friendly workshop. 

Sign up today, better sex tomorrow! 


MONDAYS. MARCH 7.14.21.28 I- 9:30 PI 
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ALL GAY LIFE 


SPACE IS HIED 


I MORE mil 

AND RESERVATIONS CALL 

415 .IB 8 .LIEE 

on visit 

i 

AIDS\ 

l(.l ’M)AJION\ 

GAY 

Lift 

WWW.GAYLIFE.ORG 




6»v life, promoting gay men's sexual health and emotional well-being. Gay Life is a program of the San Francisco ABS Foundation. 
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Hide and seek 

Unit block of Liberty, February 
20, 6:37 a.m.: A woman and her 
mother heard someone breaking 
into an apartment in their build¬ 
ing. As they looked through the 
peep hole, they saw a strange 
man enter the vacant apartment. 
The women called 911 as they 
listened to the suspect’s 
footsteps above them. 
When officers arrived, 
the women pointed to 
the apartment and 
told them, “He’s in 
there.” Officers 
banged on the door 
and loudly an¬ 
nounced, “San 
Francisco Police 
Department, 
come out.” When 
they received no response, the 
officers entered the apartment 
with guns drawn. As they 
searched for the suspect, officers 
heard a loud snoring coming 
from a closet. When they opened 
the closet door, they found the 
suspect asleep on a shoe rack. 
Officers woke up the 53-year-old 
suspect and placed him under 
arrest for burglary. A search of 
his clothing revealed several pills 
suspected to be narcotics and a 
clear plastic bag of white pow¬ 
der. 

Armed robbery 

16th and Church streets, Febru¬ 
ary 19, 3:50 p.m.: A man walking 
south on Church Street carrying a 
motorized toy boat was startled 
when a large white Ford pickup 
suddenly cut him off by pulling in 
front of him. The passenger in the 


truck leaned out the window and 
pointed a silver handgun. “Give 
me your money, and put the boat 
in the cab or I’ll blast you,” the 
passenger said. Afraid for his life, 
the man put the toy boat in the 
bed of the pickup and then hand¬ 
ed over $60 he took out of his wal¬ 
let. The suspects - described as 
African American men in their 
40s - drove off eastbound on 16th 
Street. 

Battery after midnight 

Castro and Market streets, Feb¬ 
ruary 21, 2:30 a.m.: After the bars 
closed, a man walked over to the 
bus stop at Castro and Market. As 
he stood waiting for the coach to 
arrive, a man whom he recognized 
from around the neighborhood 
approached him and started to 
call him names. “Fucking fag,” he 
screamed and then suddenly 
punched the victim in the face, 
causing him to fall to the ground. 
The suspect - described as a white 
male, 25-30 years old, 5 feet 7 
inches tall, weighing 150 pounds 
and wearing a black leather jacket 
and blue jeans - kicked and 
punched the victim with his fists 
and then fled in an unknown di¬ 
rection. Responding officers 
searched the area for the suspect,* 
but could not find him. The Vic¬ 
tim told the officers that he and 
the suspect had both been drink¬ 
ing. ▼ 


The San Francisco Patrol 
Special Police, which 
exclusively serves the Castro 
District, can be reached at 
(415) 559-9955. 


Noel takes parole 
fight to appeals court 


by Ed Walsh 


s he man convicted in con¬ 
nection with the fatal dog- 
mauling of Diane Whipple 
in 2001 plans to appeal the ruling 
last week where San Francisco Su¬ 
perior Court Judge Mary Morgan 
denied his bid to end his parole 
immediately, the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter has learned. 

Robert Noel was first informed 
of Morgan’s ruling by the B.A.R. on 
Monday, January 31. In an e- 
mailed statement, Noel told the 
B.A.R.: “Under the circumstances, 
the decision, though contrary to 
the facts and law, is no surprise and 
was expected. The matter will be 
pursued in the Court of Appeal.” 

Robert Noel alleged that the 
Board of Prison Terms had no 
right to keep him on parole be¬ 
yond October 14, 2004. He con¬ 
tended that the board did not 
hold a meeting to discuss his pa¬ 
role in a timely manner with a 
three-member panel. He also ar¬ 
gued that the panel did not find 
any just cause why he should have 
to continue on parole. 

In her ruling, Morgan coun¬ 
tered that the parole board for¬ 
malized its decision to retain him 
on parole on September 2, 2004, 
within the required 13-month an¬ 
niversary of his release. Noel was 
released from prison on Septem¬ 
ber 14, 2003. She noted that al¬ 
though Noel may not have been 


notified of the parole board’s de¬ 
cision until October 18,2004, that 
notification date was irrelevant 
because the decision itself was 
made within the required time. 

Morgan added that Noel was 
incorrect in his contention that a 
three-member panel of the parole 
board was required to retain him 
on parole. Morgan wrote that the 
law “allows the board to meet in 
this fashion - it does not require 
that the board do so.” 

Finally, Morgan wrote that the 
parole board has “broad, almost 
unlimited, discretion in parole 
matters.” 

Morgan noted that the parole 
board found that Noel “should be 
retained on parole owing to the 
extensive notoriety of his case as 
well as his commitment offense. 
The recommendation noted 
[Noel’s] good record and the‘out¬ 
standing adjustment’ he made 
during parole.” 

Barring a successful outcome 
of further appeals, the parole 
board could keep Noel on parole 
for his full three-year parole term, 
which would end in September 
2006. 

Noel and his wife, Marjorie 
Knoller, were convicted of invol¬ 
untary manslaughter in connec¬ 
tion with the dog-mauling of 
Whipple, their neighbor. Prosecu¬ 
tors successfully convinced a jury 
that the couple ignored warnings 
that their two Presa Canario dogs 
were dangerous. T 
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Federal health agency 
retreats on censoring 
gay suicide panel 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


F aced with mounting criti¬ 
cism for initially banning 
GLBT references in the title 
of a panel on gay suicide preven¬ 
tion at a conference this weekend, 
the federal agency that imposed 
the censorship restrictions re¬ 
versed course last week. 

On Monday, February 14 an e- 
mail from the panel leaders detail¬ 
ing the censorship circulated 
among health officials across the 
country and decried the decision 
made by the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Adminis¬ 
tration not to allow the words gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, or transgender 
to appear in the panel’s title. 

The e-mail, sent by Reid Van¬ 
derburgh, one of three presenters 
of the panel, detailed how govern¬ 
ment funders within the Bush ad¬ 
ministration at SAMHSA notified 
the Suicide Prevention Resource 
Center that SAMHSA administra¬ 
tor, Charles Curie, would not be 
allowed to attend a SPRC region¬ 
al conference on suicide preven¬ 
tion if conference organizers went 
forward with a workshop title that 
included the GLBT words. 

SPRC, a Newton, Massachu¬ 
setts-based SAMHSA grantee, is 
organizing the conference, sched¬ 
uled to take place in Portland, 
Oregon, February 28 through 
March 2. The original title of the 
workshop was “Suicide Preven¬ 
tion Among Gays, Lesbians, Bisex¬ 
uals, and Transgender Individu¬ 
als.” Vanderburgh noted that two 
other suicide prevention confer¬ 
ences, one in New Orleans and the 
other in Denver, contained work¬ 
shops with similar titles to his 
panel but were not a problem. 

“The difference? Both were 
held prior to the last election,” he 
wrote. 

On January 31, Lloyd Potter, 
SPRC center director, contacted 



Rep. Barney Frank 


Vanderburgh and the other two 
workshop presenters, Ron Blood- 
worth and Joyce Liljeholm, and re¬ 
quested that they come up with al¬ 
ternative wording for the workshop. 

“We worked with SPRC to cre¬ 


ate alternative wording so that the 
workshop could continue to be 
offered but we expressed deep 
concern about government intru¬ 
sion to remove any reference to 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans¬ 
gender people in the workshop 
title and descriptor,” wrote Van¬ 
derburgh. “After agreeing to the 
title ‘Suicide Prevention in Vul¬ 
nerable Populations,’ we were told 
that the new title would be ac¬ 
ceptable to SAMHSA and that we 
could use the term ‘sexual orien¬ 
tation’ in the workshop descriptor 
but that the term ‘gender identity’ 


would ‘not fly with SAMHSA.’” 

According to the e-mail, the 
three Portland-based experts de¬ 
cided to come forward about the 
censorship because “we will not be 
quiet about the heavy-handed ef¬ 
forts of SAMHSA to render gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, and/or transgen¬ 
der people invisible. The action of 
our government in this regard is 
the very reason a workshop on 
suicide prevention with gay, les¬ 
bian, bisexual, and/or transgender 
individuals is needed. How iron¬ 
ic! The discriminatory and intim¬ 
idating actions of SAMHSA and 
the Bush administration should 
not go unchallenged and should 
be of concern to all Americans.” 

After the Washington Post re¬ 
ported on the e-mail Tuesday, 
February 15, SAMHSA came 
under attack from gay rights 
groups as well as gay Congress¬ 
man Barney Frank (D-Massachu- 
setts). The Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign called for an investigation 


by the Department of Health and 
Human Services, which oversees 
SAMHSA, in response to the news 
reports. 

In a letter to acting HHS Inspec¬ 
tor General Daniel Levinson, David 
M. Smith, HRC vice president for 
policy and strategy, wrote that his 
group was concerned that SAMH- 
SA’s actions “may be part of a larger 
pattern of politics undermining the 
independence and integrity of the 
health and science arena.” 

HRC and other groups have 
raised concerns before over past 
page 21 ► 


“The discriminatory and 
intimidating actions of SAMHSA 
and the Bush administration should 
not go unchallenged.” 


SF State group launches 
sexual literacy campaign 


by Liz Highleyman 


T he National Sexuality Re¬ 
source Center at San Fran¬ 
cisco State University this 
month launched the first “sexual 
literacy” campaign, intended to 
promote awareness of healthy sex¬ 
uality. 

“Sexual literacy is the knowl¬ 
edge and skills needed to promote 
and protect sexual wellness,” said 
NSRC director Gilbert Herdt, 
Ph.D., a professor of human sex¬ 
uality and anthropology at SFSU. 
“Sexual literacy is an attitude of 
openness and the desire to learn 
about sexuality throughout life. 
Sexually literate people do not 
mistake packaged sex for genuine 
sexuality. Sexual literacy is a key to 
social progress.” 

As part of the yearlong nation¬ 
al public education effort, NSRC 
launched a new Web site 


(www.sexliteracy.org) February 14 
featuring a 12-question sexual lit¬ 
eracy quiz, which aims to “test 
Americans on what they really 
know about sexuality.” 

NSRC promises that the Web 
site will be updated monthly with 
“new information and tools that 
promote sexual wellness and sex¬ 
ual rights, and offer a comprehen¬ 
sive and wholesome view of sexu¬ 
ality.” The site will also profile 
groups around the country that 
promote sexual health. 

Founded in February 2003, 
NSRC - a project of SF State’s 
Human Sexuality Studies Pro¬ 
gram - aims to “increase sexual 
literacy by providing training, ar¬ 
ticles on sexuality research and 
community work, as well as re¬ 
sources on sexual health, educa¬ 
tion, and rights.” 

“We want to make America 
safe for sexuality,” Herdt said at 
the opening of the center’s offices 


in the Mission. “Our country’s 
long history of fear, shame, and si¬ 
lence surrounding sexuality dam¬ 
ages the physical and mental 
health of Americans at all ages.” 

NSRC produces two online 
publications, American Sexuality 
magazine and the journal Sexuali¬ 
ty Research and Social Policy. It also 
holds an annual summer institute 
on sexuality, society, and health, 
and hosts the biennial conference 
of the International Association for 
the Study of Sexuality, Culture and 
Society. This year’s conference - to 
be held June 21-24 at SFSU - will 
bring together academics, students, 
advocates, policy-makers, and 
health providers from around the 
world to discuss “Sexual Rights and 
Moral Panics.” T 


For more information about 
NSRC and its projects, visit 
www.nsrc.sfsu.edu. 





wi[/ows inn 

BED & BREAKFAST 


Visitors coming? Put them up at the Wiliows inn! 


l-866'664'9748 Phone • Fax 


Our financial needs are not 
straight forward. 

Work with someone who understands 
the unique investment, insurance and 
retirement planning needs of our community. 

Dennis Nix 

DNix@FinSvcs.com 415 - 743-1003 

Securities and Investment advisory services offered ffwoufgt 
MML Investors Services, Inc San Francisco Bay Area Agency LLC, 
Robert Fakhimi, GUI. ChFC, CFP, Ceneral Agent 
Supervising Office: 2125 N. California Blvd. 
FINANCIAL tIOUf Walnut Creek. CA 94596 92S979-2300 


K5 MassMutual 


710 Fourteenth Street (just steps away from Muni and the F-Linej 
www.WiliowsSF.com / 415.431.4770 


The Lie #0245271 

Janitorial Service Asso * tl 

• Medical Offices 


• Apt-Move Outs 

• Sm-Med Office 


Supply Company 

_ - Fully Bonded 

Commercial * Building Maintenance * Residential 
Gay Owned & Operated: Robert Elster Owner/Manager 
Email: tjssc2002@aol.com 


bar^^hS? 

just a little off the top 

4102 19th St, SF, CA, 94114 
Shop: 415-255-9096 

www.JOESBARBERSHOP.com ©i-oosjoethe mmn . me. 


^urself o leoson to lough ot tags end «W We 
4 lAUGKUHfS 
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JOHN MILLS, M.D. 

j50B CASTRO STREET (#151626-8505(0, appo' ntmen 
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Winter a chilly season for the 
mayor as he begins his second year 



Mayor Gavin Newsom meets with members of the ethnic media. 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


year ago at this time Mayor 
Gavin Newsom found him¬ 
self awash in a “Winter of 
Love” after he ordered city offi¬ 
cials to marry same-sex couples. 
Celebrated February 12 for the 
one-yer anniversary of his his¬ 
toric decision, he has seen the ap¬ 
plause and adoration from that 
weekend quickly turn into jabs 
and barbs slung his way. 

Today, Newsom is mired more 
in a “Winter of Discontent.” 

It began with a San Francisco 
Examiner editorial last Thursday 
that basically calls Newsom a 
leader with no new ideas, stuck 
on old issues like same-sex mar¬ 
riage and homelessness. As for 
Newsom’s introduction this 
month of an anti-litter initiative, 
the paper’s response is basically 
“so what.” 

“But where are the major new 


initiatives from Newsom? The 
closest thing has been the recent 
introduction of an anti-litter 
campaign. While litter is not an 
insignificant problem, maintain¬ 
ing clean streets should be some¬ 
thing every mayor does as a mat¬ 
ter of course,” wrote the paper’s 
editorial board. 

The editorial goes on to say 
that the city’s Board of Supervi¬ 
sors - which generates more 
headlines for only-in-San Fran¬ 
cisco legislation like codes for 
outdoor dog houses and vulgar 
verbal spats between members 
than serious proposals - has 
shown greater leadership in com¬ 
ing up with new ideas to solve the 
city’s problems than the mayor. 

Since last Friday the city’s 
business leaders have been voic¬ 
ing their own complaints with 
Newsom for his role in the ongo¬ 
ing contract dispute between 14 
hotels and their union workers. At 
the urging of Unite Here Local 2, 
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several conventions canceled 
coming to San Francisco and 
opted to head to other cities to 
avoid being met with picket lines 
at their hotels. 

Newsom, who walked the 
picket line in a show of support 
for the workers last year, is per¬ 
sonally boycotting the 14 hotels 
himself and has yet to tell the 
union leaders to back off from 
making more phone calls to other 
groups planning conventions in 
the city. 

Asked during a press briefing 
with local ethnic media last Fri¬ 
day, February 18 if he agreed with 
the union’s tactics, Newsom 
lashed out at local business lead¬ 
ers for not putting pressure on the 
hotel owners to resolve the con¬ 
tract talks. 

“I made it very clear when the 
hotels twice rejected to end the 
lockouts I would not be going 
personally to those 14 hotels. I am 
not encouraging anyone to boy¬ 
cott those hotels. Mike Cassey 
with Local 2 has every right to 
boycott those hotels,” said New¬ 
som, referring to the union’s 
leader. “I cannot condone what 
the hotels did, locking out 3,000 
people during the holidays. 

“I am dumbfounded that 
‘business leaders’ are not critical 
of the hotels locking out their 
people and forcing them to pick¬ 
et. They were no where to be 
found,” added Newsom. 

Patricia Breslin, of the San 
Francisco Hotel Council, told the 
San Francisco Chronicle Monday 
that Newsom’s boycott is affecting 
business, costing the city revenue 
and employees their jobs. 

“I would like to see a press re¬ 
lease from the mayor asking labor 
to stop their threat of boycotts,” 
Breslin is quoted as saying. “It’s 
chasing business out of town, and 
that business will not recover 
quickly.” 

Amid the ongoing labor strife, 
this week the Golden Gate Busi¬ 
ness Association launched its new 
“Come Out Here” campaign for 
2005, an effort to attract more les¬ 
bian and gay tourists to San Fran¬ 
cisco. Pointing to statistics show¬ 
ing as many as 97 percent of gay 
men and lesbian travelers took 
vacations in the past 12 months, 
the gay business group hopes its 
campaign will attract more of 
those tourists and their dollars to 
San Francisco. 

The $38,000 campaign in¬ 
cludes a new Web site devoted to 
travelers from out of town set to 
launch in late March or early 
April, attendance at eight gay 
travel expos in the U.S. and Cana¬ 
da, and a partnership with Co¬ 
lumbia Fun Maps, which is print¬ 
ing and distributing 200,000 San 
Francisco maps with the cam¬ 
paign’s slogan. 

GGBA President Jerry Becerra 
acknowledged that the timing of 
the campaign’s launch amid the 
labor dispute is unfortunate. Last 
year GGBA opted not to attend a 
convention held at one of the ho¬ 
tels being picketed in a show of 
support to the union. 

“I think that poses some chal¬ 
lenges for everyone in this city, 
not just gay and lesbians. I don’t 
think we should send a message 
to people that they should stay 
home,” he said. “They have choic¬ 
es, they can choose to stay some¬ 
where else like at a guest house or 
with friends. We do want to en- 
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An alternative or a complement to 
psychotherapy or medical treatment, 
Sacred Intimacy is a somatic approach 
to resolving erotic issues such as: 

~rapid ejaculation 
~erection difficulties 
~fear of anal penetration 
~inhibited ejaculation 
~genital or body shame 

Dr. Brian Swager 
415-551-7866 
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J eanne Fong and Jennifer Lin, married at San Francisco City Hail on February 13, 2004, wave to the 
crowd from atop the Gay Asian Pacific Alliance's float during San Francisco's annual Chinese New 
Year Parade Saturday, February 19. The float featured a same-sex wedding cake and married couple 
Stuart Gaffney and John Lewis. GAPA received permission from parade organizers for the float, which was 
sponsored by Equality California with financial support from the Horizons Foundation. 

Marriage group 
takes ‘Engagement’ 
tour statewide 

by Tyson Gillfillan 





> ubbing February “Freedom 
; to Marry Month,” LGBT or¬ 
ganization Equality Califor¬ 
nia has reached out to supporters 
in every corner of the state with a 
slew of grassroots events. 

While the group has historical¬ 
ly encouraged same-sex couples to 
request marriage licenses at their 
local county clerk’s office on 
Valentine’s Day, this year Equality 
California augmented the initia¬ 
tive with a statewide movement 
called the “Get Engaged Tour.” Or¬ 
ganizers described the effort as a 
way to educate people, as well as 
lay the groundwork to battle an 
impending constitutional amend¬ 
ment seeking to outlaw gay mar¬ 
riage, civil unions, and domestic 
partnerships, which could hit Cal¬ 
ifornia ballots as early as this fall. 

The Valentine’s Day activities 
did take place throughout the 
state, and in San Francisco and 
other Bay Area counties. A lively 
crowd showed up at the Contra 
Costa County clerk’s office, where 
openly gay County Clerk Stephen 
Weir was on hand, but did not 
issue any marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples. He has previ- 



EQCA member Leslie Stewart 
outside the Contra Costa County 
clerk's office. 




Join a community 
working 
to fight AIDS 


Get engaged: Equality California member Erica Martin being interviewed 
by a local television reporter while trying to get a marriage license at the 
Contra Costa County clerk's office on Valentine's Day. Behind Martin is 
her partner Melissa Stoddard with their child. 


Project T 


Project Twill test whether HIV negative gay/bi men can safely take an HIV drug. 
If so, further studies may test it as an HIV prevention strategy. Participants will 
receive free STD & HIV testing and counseling, and $35-50 per visit. 

( 415 ) 554-8888 
www.sfaidsresearch.org 

HIV Research Section, SFDept. of Public Health 


ously told the Bay Area Reporter 
that while he supports same-sex 
marriage, his job is to uphold the 
law, which currently does not 
allow for same-sex marriage li¬ 
censes. 

Get Engaged director Davina 
Kotulski said the program con¬ 
nects with and supports LGBTs 
throughout the state. 

“We’ve been holding rallies, 
film screenings, dinner parties, 
and potlucks to empower com¬ 
munities and discuss marriage 
equality and the threat of a dis¬ 
criminatory constitutional 
amendment in California,” said 
Kotulski. “You name a county and 
we are getting people out there, 
changing hearts and minds.” 

Equality California is spread¬ 
ing the marriage message by iden¬ 
tifying local chapter leaders, who 
take charge of outreach efforts in 
their communities. Chapter lead¬ 
ers in turn get support from the 
larger organization and help craft 
messages that they know will res¬ 
onate with their neighbors. 

Said Auburn-based chapter 
leader Toby Adams, “We don’t 
have a GLBT community here, so 
it’s easy to feel isolated - to want 
page 22 ^ 
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Grand marshal 

◄ page 1 

and service in these current polit¬ 
ical times. “I’ve been giving a great 
deal of thought as to what I might 
be doing now that it’s quite appar¬ 
ent the nation at large is in need of 
education and awareness on issues 
relating to the LGBT community,” 
Hormel told the Bay Area Reporter 
in a recent interview. 

Alec Mapa is an openly gay actor, 
playwright, journalist, comic, and 
performer currently appearing as 
a cast regular on the popular UPN 
series Half & Half. 

The San Francisco-born star 
launched his career in 1989 with 
his award-winning role in the 
Broadway run of M. Butterfly ; 
then became television’s first gay 
Asian series regular during his 
stint on the show Some of My Best 
Friends. He has had four of his 
plays produced on stage, and he 
has appeared on television shows 
such as Dharma & Greg, Seinfeld, 
Friends, Law & Order, and 
N.Y.P.D. Blue. 

Mapa is equally proud of the 
activism he is able to perform, ei¬ 
ther by being an openly gay Fil¬ 
ipino in show business, or devot¬ 
ing his time and resources to non¬ 
profits - from delivering food for 
the Los Angeles charity Project 
Angel Food to running in the 
Honolulu Marathon to raise 
money for AIDS Project Los An¬ 
geles to emceeing events for the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force. 

Mapa was among Out maga¬ 
zine’s “Top Out 100” people for 
2004, and he writes a regular col¬ 
umn for the Advocate called Mi¬ 
nority Retort. 

Molly McKay has taken many 
vows, but most recently pledged 
that she is going to continue to be 
the “rabble rouser” in the fight for 
LGBT equality, never backing 
down for her support of same-sex 
marriage rather than civil unions 
even as the country faces yet an¬ 
other attempt to write discrimina¬ 
tion into the U.S. Constitution. 

Fighting against an antigay- 
marriage effort while also claim¬ 
ing not to support gay marriage 
confuses the public, she said, with 
double-speak rather than convic¬ 
tion. And so she will continue to 
appear at events in her “battle 
garb” - also known as her white 
wedding dress - especially in 
places where she has been advised 
not to do so. 

Since 1999, McKay and her 
partner Davina Kotulski (author 
of Why You Should Give a Damn 
About Gay Marriage ) have been 
marching to San Francisco City 
Hall to request a marriage license. 
Year after year - with the excep¬ 
tion of last year, when the city 
made the historic decision to wed 
thousands of gay couples - they 
have been denied. But that hasn’t 
stopped them. McKay serves as as¬ 
sociate executive director for both 
Equality California - the statewide 
LGBT lobbying organization - 
and Marriage Equality California, 
the grassroots project now merged 
into EQCA that is devoted to se¬ 
curing marriage rights for same- 
sex couples. 

On her grand marshal nomi¬ 
nation, McKay said, “I’m honored 


and thrilled. I feel that the work 
I’m involved in is a grassroots- 
mobilized force, and I’m just one 
of the thousands of people in the 
state working toward marriage 
equality. But I think the nomina¬ 
tion is a great opportunity to in¬ 
crease visibility around the im¬ 
portance of having full equality, 
and I’m going to use it as an op¬ 
portunity to do more educational 
work on this issue.” 

Juanita More is one of San Fran¬ 
cisco’s most influential drag per¬ 
sonas, with a resume that includes 
founding the drag troupe Fishstix, 
helping produce the world-fa¬ 
mous Trannyshack pageants, and 
performing at venues and street 
fairs all over the city and country. 

More’s charity work has in¬ 
cluded donating her time and ap¬ 
pearances to numerous fundrais¬ 
ers over the years for organiza¬ 
tions like Visual Aid, AIDS Bene¬ 
fit Counselors, Academy of 
Friends, Larkin Street Youth Cen¬ 
ter, Tom Ammiano for Mayor, 
Lavendar Youth Recreation and 
Information Center, and Tender¬ 
loin AIDS Resource Center, help¬ 
ing to raise a total of over 
$250,000 for the groups over the 
years. Long involved in 
HIV/AIDS work, More was a part 
of the first effort to serve the city’s 
earliest diagnosed patients, and 
also worked as a peer support vol¬ 
unteer at Shanti. She has been a 
fundraising chair of AGUILAS, 
serving the needs of gay, bisexual, 
and questioning men. And, as she 
likes to point out, she does all of it 
in style, as a “creation of fashion 
and glamour, of generosity and 
nerve.” 

On her grand marshal nomi¬ 
nation, More said, “Flattering me 
with the honor of being a com¬ 
munity individual nominee for 
the SF LGBT Pride Parade will get 
you my love, graltitude, and lip¬ 
stick traces. After more than 20 
years of blowing kisses from the 
parade, performing for thousands 
of beautiful boys and girls, and 
making new friends in the crowd, 
nothing would make me prouder 
than to fashionably float down 
Market Street.” 

Peggy Moore is one of the most 
influential forces behind the 
emerging East Bay LGBT commu¬ 
nity. The activist, organizer, pho¬ 
tographer, and businesswoman is 
the founder of Sistahs Steppin’ in 
Pride, otherwise known as the 
East Bay Dyke March, a daylong 
festival now entering its fourth 
year which aims to nurture inter- 
generational and multicultural 
bridges; empower the area’s di¬ 
verse lesbian and bisexual com¬ 
munity of women; and bring to¬ 
gether opportunities for artists, 
activists, organizers, and individ¬ 
uals. 

She is an African American 
and a lesbian, two identities and 
experiences which she says “defi¬ 
nitely play into the work that I 
do.” She is a member of former 
Oakland City Councilmember 
Danny Wan’s roundtable meetings 
at City Hall for the LGBT com¬ 
munity, which have resulted in 
local legislative initiatives as well 
as the proposed creation of a gay- 
specific neighborhood. Moore is 
also the only openly LGBT candi¬ 
date running to replace Wan for 
the City Council seat in District 2; 


the special election will be held in 
May (see story, page 3). 

On her grand marshal nomi¬ 
nation, Moore said, “I’m so excit¬ 
ed. That’s really special that some¬ 
one would go out of their way to 
nominate me; it warms my heart.” 

Donna Sachet is one of the most 
recognizable faces - gay or 
straight - in San Francisco. The 
celebrity drag queen and former 
Miss Gay San Francisco and Em¬ 
press is a regular contest judge, 
event emcee, ribbon-cutter, Pride 
Parade television hostess, and 
party entertainer, with perfor¬ 
mance credentials including the 
Plush Room; the Castro Theatre: 
the Great American Music Hall; 
Marlena’s; the Grand Staircase of 
City Hall; Sydney, Australia’s Gay 
Mardi Gras; and the Marriott 
Marquis on Broadway in New 
York. 

Sachet’s charity efforts include 
a variety of fundraisers to which 
she has donated her talents. She 
also hosts the long-running annu¬ 
al Songs of the Season holiday 
show, with proceeds going to help 
people with HIV/AIDS. She serves 
or has served as honorary co-chair 
of the AIDS Emergency Fund; 
board member of Positive Re¬ 
source Center; co-chair of the Im¬ 
perial Council; president of the 
Empress’ Council; and board 
member of the San Francisco 
LGBT Community Center. She 
has received numerous awards for 
her fundraising work and letters 
of recognition from state and city 
legislators and elected officials. 
Recently, Sachet became the 
B.A.R.’s society columnist. 

Organization nominees 

Up for grand marshal in the 
organization category are Equali¬ 
ty California, the statewide politi¬ 
cal advocacy group responsible for 
sponsoring and passing several re¬ 
cent LGBT protections; the Inter- 
Club Fund, a coalition of leather 
and motorcycle-oriented clubs in 
the South of Market area; the Na¬ 
tional Center for Lesbian Rights, 
the legal resource center that con¬ 
ducts litigation, public policy ad¬ 
vocacy, and public education for 
LGBT families; Pets Are Wonder¬ 
ful Support, which provides pet 
care assistance to people with dis¬ 
abling illnesses; and SF TEAM, the 
San Francisco Transgender Em¬ 
powerment, Advocacy and Men¬ 
torship group that conducts 
events and organizing for the 
transgender community. 

‘Pink Brick’ 

Don’t forget to vote for the ho¬ 
mophobic honor of the year, 
whether it be nominees like the 
Reverend Lou Sheldon or Tradi¬ 
tional Values Coalition for their 
blatant attacks; or the more subtle 
rhetoric of U.S. Senator Dianne 
Feinstein, who not only criticized 
San Francisco’s gay marriages, but 
then blamed the LGBT movement 
for the re-election of President 
Bush, becoming one of the first 
officials to make the leap that 
“moral values” obviously meant 
“antigay.” ▼ 


More information on grand 
marshal voting - including 
locations and times of future 
polling places - can be found at 
www.sfpride.org. 
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Ark of Refuge 
opens new programs 


by Kevin Davis 


rk of Refuge and City of 
Refuge members answered 
joyfully the call “Can I get 
an Amen?” many times Monday, 
February 21 when about 75 of 
them christened a new one-stop 
youth services drop-in center and 
transitional LGBTQ youth hous¬ 
ing project in San Francisco’s 
South of Market District. 

The Reverend Dr. Yvette Flun- 
der, Ark of Refuge executive direc¬ 
tor and City of Refuge Church’s 
senior pastor, cut the red ribbon 
across the doorway at the new 
community center named after 
her. Employees, congregants, cler¬ 
gy, and Ark clients attended the 
ceremony. 

The Ark Board President Louis 
Knox emceed the ceremony, and 
speakers took turns at the podium 
thanking financial contributors to 
the four-year process of retrofitting 
the space. The project cost $1.5 
million, of which $1.4 million was 
a loan from the United Church of 
Christ, with which the churh is af¬ 
filiated. The 41,000 square foot 
building provides many services 
for local youth. 

In addition to the Ark’s current 
20-30 social service programs 
such as transgender spiritual out¬ 
reach in the jails, choir rehearsals, 
and a residence for dual-diag¬ 
nosed, HIV-positive women, the 
new community center offers 
youth coordinated courses in 
small business entrepreneurship, 
computer training, food service, 
resume development, GED tutor¬ 
ing, and pastoral counseling. 

Speakers thanked the Mayor’s 
Office of Community Develop¬ 
ment, under both Mayor Gavin 
Newsom and former Mayor Willie 
Brown, Wells Fargo, the Goldman 
Fund, the Hearst Foundation, the 
Koret Foundation, the Depart¬ 
ment of Children, Youth and 
Families, and the health depart¬ 
ment’s AIDS office Director 
Jimmy Loyce. 

A representative from UCC’s 
Ohio national office spoke on be¬ 
half of UCC President John 
Thomas and talked of the Ark’s 
and the church’s “prophetic wit¬ 
ness.” 

“Suffer the little children that 
they be able to come to their full¬ 
ness with their own identities,” 
said Valerie Brown-Troutt, the 
800-congregant church’s senior 
associate pastor and the Ark’s 
deputy director, in a gratitude 
prayer for bringing the building to 
fruition. “Harriet Street is your 
place ... to rebuild lives.” 

Contractors fortified the com¬ 
munity center space, which 
housed a former print shop. They 
dramatically retrofitted the mez¬ 
zanine, which contains meeting 
tables, offices for Flunder and her 
assistant, and an African Stone 
Shona sculpture purchased on 
one of Flunder’s biyearly trips to a 
Zimbabwe orphanage where 
church members have adopted 
children whose parents died of 
AIDS. Members hung poster-size 
photos of the orphanage on the 
center’s wall. 

Flunder painted a Godfather- 
ish scene as she described a day 
two years ago when she signed es¬ 
crow papers. Flunder recounted 
that the late Bay Area Reporter 
publisher Bob Ross called her, and 
vaguely approximating Ross’s fa¬ 
miliar business-butch baritone 
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Supporters tour the new Ark House, a recently opened project of the Ark 
of Refuge. 


said, “I understand you people 
need some money.” 

After Ross chastised her for ar¬ 
riving late to their SOMA lunch 
appointment, she soon received a 
check to make up the deficient 
amount they needed to assign the 
property’s legal title to the church 
-$15,000. 

Across the street from the Ark 
of Refuge is the DPH-funded Ark 
House, a LGBTQ youth residence, 
where another ribbon-cutting 
took place with Flunder and 
Michelle Long Dixon, director of 
HIV/AIDS health services at the 
health department. Afterwards, 
the crowd streamed in to tour the 
refurbished 17-bed, five bedroom 
home with living, dining, reading 
and computer rooms where youth 
ages 18-23 can live for up to 18 
months. 

When Ark House’s $70,000 
renovation budget would not 
cover fire sprinkler installation 
and other code enforcements, 
Knox successfully appealed to the 
Board of Supervisor’s Finance 
Committee for an additional 
$ 100 , 000 . 

“We know you’re broke, but 
we also know you’re the man,” 
Flunder told the mayor. “When a 
determined group of people 
focus, they can squeeze resources 
out of a dollar,” she said. 

SOMA’s light industry workers 
and condominium residents 
should not complain about Ark 
House, secured with a 10-year 
lease, as Castro residents did dur¬ 
ing the Ark’s two-year stay at City 
Athletic Club. 

“It’s a good relationship,” Flun¬ 
der said, gesturing to the landlord, 
“but we’re still working it out.” 

“I’m of the opinion that the 
gay community has to be proac¬ 
tive to find ways to help young 
people stay safe,” said Flunder, 
calling them “same-gender loving 
people ... seeking the liberating 
love of God’s radical inclusive¬ 
ness.” 

“Worship is not any more im¬ 
portant than housing. What we do 
is what we believe,” Flunder 
added. 

Bishop Mary Susan Gast, 
Northern California/Nevada Con¬ 
ference minister, explained that al¬ 
though non-hierarchical UCC 
churches contribute to a common 
outreach and liberation move¬ 
ment, each ministry studies and 
discerns God’s vision, and ex¬ 
presses its theological mission in¬ 
dependently. 

Gast called the community 


center a place where “generations 
to come will be created in the 
image and likeness of God.” 

Franzetta Houston, the Ark’s 
chief operating officer, leads a 
three-year-old program matching 
28 gay men and transgender 
women ages 18-25 with older 
mentors, intensely trained on 
ethics and appropriate bound¬ 
aries. The logic of the program is 
to reduce STDs and domestic vio¬ 
lence, and provide protective sup- 
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15 Association celebrates 25 years 


by Liz Highleyman 


I his weekend, February 25- 

| 27, the 15 Association - a 

social and sexual fraternal 
organization for men intoBDSM 
- will celebrate its 25th anniver¬ 
sary with a series of events in San 
Francisco. 

The club will hold its annual 
dinner Friday, February 25, fol¬ 
lowed by a play party on Saturday, 
and an informal afternoon party 
and buffet on Sunday. 

To celebrate the 15’s anniver¬ 
sary, the Board of Supervisors is¬ 
sued a commendation at the re¬ 
quest of district 8 Supervisor 
Bevan Dufty. 

“Whereas the 15 has provided 
gay men with a safe, enjoyable 
outlet for the free practice and 
greater understanding of the 
leather lifestyle,” the resolution 
reads in part, the Board “congrat¬ 
ulates its members on a safe, suc¬ 
cessful, and wildly enjoyable first 
quarter-century.” 

Founded in 1980, the 15 is still 
going strong as the oldest contin¬ 
uously existing gay male BDSM 
club in the western U.S. The group 
originated out of the tradition of 
gay motorcycle clubs, which 
began in the late 1940s. Several of 


the 15’s founding members were 
involved with the mixed-gender, 
mixed-orientation Society of 
Janus, which celebrated its 30th 
anniversary last October. 

“Since its founding the 15 has 
been providing a place for gay 
leathermen to meet and experi¬ 
ence the leather lifestyle with safe¬ 
ty, respect, and brotherhood,” said 
senior member Daddy Peter Fiske, 
who joined the club three months 
after its inception. 

“We’ve pretty much stuck to 
the vision of the founding mem¬ 
bers, to create a space where men 
into BDSM could come together 
and practice it,” club Chairman 
J.W. Rutkowski told the Bay Area 
Reporter. “That’s why we’ve been 
around so long.” 

Both men noted, however, that 
there have been some changes 
over the years. 

“Back in 1980, everything was 
very role-based. You had to be a 
top to be a full member,” Fiske re¬ 
called, noting that the club’s cur¬ 
rent leadership now also includes 
bottoms. “Today, people are much 
less set in their roles. A lot of 
younger guys aren’t so much into 
leather, but are more into kink or 
bondage or SM. I also think 
they’re a little friendlier than they 
were 25 years ago.” 
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Longtime 15 Association member 
Peter Fiske 


“As BDSM has gone more 
mainstream, there’s more of a dis¬ 
tinction between what is leather 
and what is BDSM,” Rutkowski 
concurred. “We are leathermen, 
but the most important thing to 
us is the play.” 

The 15 currently has a mem¬ 
bership of about 125 gay, bisexual, 
and transgender leathermen. Four 
years ago it became perhaps the 
first gay male leather/BDSM orga¬ 
nization to explicitly welcome 
transgender men with male ID. 
Though based in San Francisco, 


the club has members across the 
U.S. and in several other countries. 

Since its earliest days the 15 has 
held monthly play parties, and also 
sponsors its annual Boot Camp in 
Saratoga Springs, modeled after 
the motorcycle runs of yore. 

“Thousands of men have come 
to our events over the years, and 
many couples have met there,” 
Fiske told the B.A.R. “Two of the 
couples married at City Hall last 
year met at the 15.” 

The 15 considers education a 
core part of its mission, but that 
doesn’t mean boring classroom 
lectures. “We educate by example,” 
said Rutkowski. “Everyone is ex¬ 
pert in something, and when we 
all come together we learn by 
watching other people.” 

“With the growth of the Inter¬ 
net - especially porn - people get 
•ideas,” he continued. “They think 
they know what they want, but 
they don’t know whether their po¬ 
tential partner knows what he’s 
doing.” To help ensure an atmos¬ 
phere that promotes safe explo¬ 
ration, dungeon monitors are al¬ 
ways present at 15 Association 
play parties. 

Though best known as a social 
and sexual organization, the 15 has 
also made a name for itself in the 
fundraising arena. Since 1980 Fiske 
estimates that the group has raised 


more than $100,000, mostly for 
HIV/AIDS groups such as the 
AIDS Emergency Fund, the Stop 
AIDS Project, the Positive Resource 
Center, and Camp Sunburst for 
children of people with AIDS. 

Throughout the years the 15 
has mostly grown by word of 
mouth. New guests may attend 
events with a current member. 
Those who do not know a mem¬ 
ber may contact a party coordina¬ 
tor through the group’s Web site. 
While novices are welcome, 
Rutkowski said the club is really 
geared toward men with some ex¬ 
posure to BDSM. After attending 
and working at a few parties, new 
men are eligible to be sponsored 
for membership. 

“We’re not a leather club from 
the 1980s breathing its last 
breath,” said Fiske. “The tradition¬ 
al setting of the leather bar is not 
there anymore. Today, people 
meet online or at events. What we 
provide is a safe place, brother¬ 
hood, and support, and people 
still need that most of all.” T 


For more information about the 
15 Association and its 
upcoming events, call the 15 
Association events line at (415) 
673-0452 or visit 
www.thel5association.org. 


Specter of ‘superbug’ 
stalks retroviral confab 


by Bob Roehr 


he 12th annual retroviral 
conference opened in 
Boston, Tuesday February 
22, against the background of news 
in New York City over the claims of 
discovering a significantly new and 
different version of HIV in a single 
individual. The conference is the 
premier annual gathering of the 
world’s top HIV scientists. 

A special session tonight 
(Thursday, February 24) will give 
Marty Markowitz, a leading re¬ 
searcher at the Aaron Diamond 
AIDS Research Center, the oppor¬ 
tunity to present data on the 
unidentified New York patient. 
Other researchers will discuss 
broader issues of resistant virus. 

The back-story to this is that 
Markowitz had submitted an out¬ 
line of the data by the mid-January 
deadline for late-breaking presen¬ 
tations but the peer review com¬ 
mittee did not accept it. The rea¬ 
sons for the decision are not clear, 
perhaps it was simply a numbers 
game, perhaps the committee has 
grown leery of data based upon a 
single patient, or perhaps they did¬ 
n’t see it as all that new. 

After rejection by their peers, 
Markowitz and his mentor Dr. 
David Ho, who is the head of Aaron 
Diamond, decided to go the public 
route. They partnered with NYC 
Health Commissioner Dr. Thomas 
R. Frieden in a highly visible news 
conference on February 11. 

They revealed that a gay man 
in his mid-40s was diagnosed in 
December 2004 with a strain of 
HIV that is resistant to drugs in all 
three classes of therapy that make 
up most antiretroviral regimens. 
His T-cells fell rapidly to about 
100 and he was diagnosed with 
AIDS in January. 

The man acknowledged using 


crystal methamphetamine and to 
having unprotected receptive anal 
sex with hundreds of partners, 
often while taking meth. He had 
previously tested negative for HIV 
and officials believe that he became 
infected some time in October. 

The controversy centers 
around the uniqueness and im¬ 
portance of these events, both in¬ 
dividually and together, and 
whether the virus is uniquely per¬ 
nicious or the patient was unique¬ 
ly vulnerable. Researchers are try¬ 
ing to get a better handle on the 
virus in the lab, while public health 
officials are trying to track down 
the man’s sexual partners to see if 
there really is a unique viral men¬ 
ace spreading in the Big Apple. 

Frieden has argued that from a 
public health perspective, he had 
to assume the worst and shout the 
alarm. Supporters have tended to 
come from similar public health 
backgrounds, while many com¬ 
munity representatives and other 
researchers have criticized Frieden 
as an alarmist. 

No one questions the integrity 
of Ho and Markowitz, or that they 
believe what they are saying about 
the “superbug.” However, critics 
do point out some interlocking 
interests, generally unreported in 
the media, that may, or may not, 
constitute a conflict. 

Ho sits on an advisory board to 
ViroLogic, one of only two com¬ 
panies that conducts drug resis¬ 
tance analysis of HIV, and has 
been compensated with stock in 
the firm. His brother Sidney 
works in ViroLogic’s public rela¬ 
tions department. 

ViroLogic has not met sales ex¬ 
pectations, and some have inter¬ 
preted the news conference as an 
attempt to stimulate use of their 
testing services. The company is¬ 
sued a press release touting its 
HIV drug resistance testing ser¬ 


vices soon after the February 11 
press conference. 

Meanwhile, Frieden has moved 
to create a registry of the viral 
load, CD4 count, therapeutic reg¬ 
imens, and drug resistance pat¬ 
terns of all of the estimated 50,000 
people in New York City who are 
on an anti-HIV drug cocktail. He 
claims it is necessary to detect the 
emergence of drug resistant virus. 

“We really don’t have much of a 
sense of what treatment they are on, 
whether the treatment is appropri¬ 
ate, how they are doing, whether the 
viral loads are suppressed, how 
many of them have drug resistance 
to one or more classes of anti-retro- 
virals, whether that number and 
proportion have increased in recent 
years,” he said in a February 16 arti¬ 
cle in the New York Times. 

AIDS advocates are concerned 
with the civil liberties implica¬ 
tions of such a registry, and they 
wonder where the money will 
come from to administer such a 
complex program. It seems to be 
modeled after a monitored treat¬ 
ment program for patients with 
active tuberculosis. 

However, TB can be passed 
through the air, representing a 
classic infectious model, and jus¬ 
tifies a direct, intrusive public 
health intervention. Transmission 
of HIV, absent criminal coercion 
such as rape, requires intimate 
contact and some degree of con¬ 
sent from the person who be¬ 
comes infected. 

One of the dangers of the type of 
registry that Frieden wants to create 
was demonstrated last week when 
an employee of the Palm Beach 
County Health Department in 
Florida inadvertently transmitted a 
confidential list of 4,500 people 
with AIDS and another 2,000 who 
are living with HIV to more than 
800 county health workers. The 
matter is under investigation. T 
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Gays react to 
secret Bush tapes 


by Lisa Keen 

n conversations recorded se¬ 
cretly by a friend before George 

W. Bush became president, 
Bush acknowledges that certain 
religious leaders wanted him to 
“attack homosexuals” but he re¬ 
fused, saying, among other things, 
that it was “bad for Republicans to 
be kicking gays.” 

Those quotes and others, pub¬ 
lished in the February 20 New 
York Times, indicate that, although 
Bush already opposed same-sex 
marriage and gays adopting chil¬ 
dren by the time he entered the 
White House in 2001, he had little 
enthusiasm for an antigay agenda 
promoted by right-wing religious 
groups. But the tapes also serve as 
a measure of how much Bush has 
changed, serving as a stark re¬ 
minder of how quickly the presi¬ 
dent has responded to the de¬ 
mands of antigay activists in re¬ 
cent months. 

The tape recordings were made 
available to the Times by Doug 
Wead, the author of an upcoming 
book, The Raising of a President. 
During his campaign, Bush 
sought advice from Wead, who 
had served as a special assistant to 
his father, President George H.W. 
Bush. 

Wead said he recorded the 
conversations in anticipation of 
Bush becoming an important fig¬ 
ure in history. He told the Wash¬ 
ington Post that his book publish¬ 
er insisted upon hearing the tapes 
for protection against any claim of 
libel and that he was subsequent¬ 
ly contacted by the Times about 
the tapes. 

The Times reported that Bush 
can be heard reading a report from 
an aide concerning a Christian 
Coalition convention: “This crowd 
uses gays as the enemy. It’s hard to 
distinguish between fear of the ho¬ 
mosexual political agenda and fear 
of homosexuality, however.” Bush 
then remarked to Wead, “This is 
an issue I have been trying to 
downplay. I think it is bad for Re¬ 
publicans to be kicking gays.” 

In a conversation from 1998, 
the year the Hawaii Legislature 
passed a constitutional amend¬ 
ment that effectively banned 
same-sex marriage, then-Gover- 
nor Bush told Wead he was 
against same-sex marriage. 

“Gay marriage, I am against 
that,” Bush said. “Special rights, I 
am against that.” 

Steven Fisher, communications 
director for the Human Rights 
Campaign, said he did not take 



President Bush 


any comfort in Bushs early reluc¬ 
tance to attack gays. Fisher said 
the comments just show that Bush 
“views us as a vulnerable group” 
and that his support for such 
things as the constitutional 
amendment to ban same-sex mar¬ 
riage shows “he’s willing to use us 
as a political football.” 

National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force Executive Director Matt 
Foreman was in agreement. 

“You measure an elected offi¬ 
cial by what they do, not what 
they say,” said Foreman. “If his 
words were genuine, they under¬ 
score that President Bush will do 
anything for political gain. This is 
so much a part of this administra¬ 
tion. They have this public face 
where they pretend to be compas¬ 
sionate - you think of George 
Bush as a compassionate guy. But 
his policies are so hurtful and di¬ 
visive, it’s almost irrelevant what 
he thinks because what he’s done 
is the exact opposite of those 
statements. ‘I don’t want to kick 
gays,’ but his administration has 
been 100 percent about kicking 
gay people.” 

Less than a month ago, Bush 
sidestepped questions about 
whether he would use his clout to 
lobby for a “gay marriage amend¬ 
ment,” and said simply that “noth¬ 
ing will happen” on the amend¬ 
ment this congressional session 
because not enough senators be¬ 
lieve such legislation is necessary. 
But two weeks later, following 
threats from the religious right, 
Bush reiterated his support for 
such an amendment in his State of 
the Union address. 

Christopher Barron, political 
director for the Log Cabin Repub¬ 
licans, said his group hopes the 
president’s second term “can re¬ 
flect the sentiments that he ex¬ 
pressed” in the recorded com- 


Ark of Refuge 
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port and social activities “coordi¬ 
nated to stabilize lives,” said Hous¬ 
ton. The goal is to transition them 
into housing and the Castro’s Di¬ 
mensions health clinic for youth. 

Yato Yoshida leads the Ark’s 
YouthMAP (Multimedia Arts Pro¬ 
gram) open lab where students 
create garage band digital music 
or write digital story-telling texts 
and mold figures, and shoot 
frames to create claymation films. 

The students like to “visually 
engineer their own music,” said 
Yoshida of the after-school labs for 
youth ranging in age from 6-18.” 
It’s a good thing to get them accli¬ 
mated to computers.” 


“It’s more fun than most 
churches,” said volunteer Hannah 
Ingrid-Neilson, 24, who attends 
Sunday services occasionally, and 
is one of the 25-30 women attend¬ 
ing the weekly Transcendence 
support group. 

“The preaching is more enjoy¬ 
able, more expressive,” she said. 

“Yvette Flunder has a clear and 
vital sense of vision, an under¬ 
standing of what’s needed,” said 
Gast. “People are captivated by her 
articulation.” 

“Yvette Flunder is like the 
mother I never had,” said Tran¬ 
scendence participant Deborah 
Colbert. “This is my family.” ▼ 


For more information, visit 
www.sfrefuge.org 
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ments before he entered the White 
House “and move away from 
some of the divisiveness we saw 
during the 2004 campaign.” 

According to the Times report, 
the tapes show Bush “repeatedly 
worried that prominent evangeli¬ 
cal Christians would not like his 
refusal ‘to kick gays.’” After meet¬ 
ing with a Texas televangelist 
James Robison - who once equat¬ 
ed gays with child molesters - 
Bush told Wead: “I think he wants 
me to attack homosexuals,” but 
added that he told Robison, 
“‘Look, James, I got to tell you two 
things right off the bat. One, I’m 
not going to kick gays, because I’m 
a sinner. How can I differentiate 
sin?”’ 

Before his first term, there were 
mixed reports concerning Bush’s 
willingness to hire gays in his ad¬ 
ministration. Some reports sug¬ 
gested he would, others suggested 
he would not. When Wead told 
Bush that one conservative sup¬ 
porter was quoting Bush as saying 
he would not hire gay people, 
Bush said, “No, what I said was, I 
wouldn’t fire gays.” 

It is not clear from the reports 
whether Wead advised Bush on 
gay issues. As a special assistant to 
the first President Bush, Wead re¬ 
portedly wrote a memo to conser¬ 
vatives criticizing the elder Bush 
administration for inviting gays to 
a bill signing ceremony. The Post 
noted that then-deputy chief of 
staff Andrew H. Card Jr. asked 
Wead to resign. 

According to the reports, the 
tapes also include conversations in 
which Bush characterized then- 
U.S. Senator John Ashcroft as po¬ 
tentially a “very good Supreme 
Court pick.” When Wead re¬ 
sponded that Ashcroft’s conserva¬ 
tive religious views could elicit op¬ 
position to his appointment, 
noted the Times, Bush replied, 
“Well, tough.” 

The Times said Wead played 
only about a dozen conversations 
for the paper, claiming the others 
were repetitive or simply personal. 

The news comes just days after 
reports revealed that Jeff Guckert, 
aka Jeff Gannon, a representative 
of a Web site run by a Texas Re¬ 
publican, was allowed to partici¬ 
pate in numerous White House 
press briefings and a presidential 
press conference even though he 
was not from a legitimate news 
organization, did not use his real 
name, and created a porn site 
geared to gay men. T 
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• Camouflage imperfections day for your clients 
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Natural, subtle skin tones designed specifically for men. 
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QUIT SMOKING AND STAY QUIT 
IN THE NEW YEAR! 


One of the best ways to improve health, at any 
age, is to quit smoking. The UCSF Habit 
Abatement Clinic is currently running two 
clinical trials, including one specifically tailored 
for people over age 50. Treatment is FREE and 
consists of counseling and medication. 
Reimbursement is offered. 

For more information, please call 
415.476.7453 
or visit: 

www.ucsf.edu/nosmoke 
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PWAs and AB205 


by Nikhil Unadkat and 
Michael Wolchansky 


he following is an occasion¬ 
al column compiled by the 
AIDS Legal Referral Panel 
on issues of concern to people liv¬ 
ing with AIDS. 

Dear ALRP: 

I am a 45-year-old HIV-posi¬ 
tive man. My partner and I are 
longtime San Francisco residents 
and registered as domestic part¬ 
ners this past June. I understand 
that as of January 1, 2005, a new 
law (AB205) governing domestic 
partnerships took effect. Do we 
need to re-register as domestic 
partners? How will AB205 
change our legal status? I've also 
heard that community property 
law now applies to us. Can you 
explain? 

Sincerely, 
Confused in San Francisco 

Dear Confused: 

You are correct that a new law 
did take effect fanuary 1, 2005, 
changing the law for domestic 
partnerships in California. AB205, 
short for Assembly Bill 205, is the 
California Domestic Partner 
Rights and Responsibilities Act of 
2003. The act essentially granted 
domestic partners the same rights, 
benefits, duties and responsibili¬ 
ties possessed by married couples 
under California law. 

AB205 is applied retroactively. 
For those registered as domestic 
partners prior to January 1, 2005, 


what this means is that AB205 will 
govern the terms of your domestic 
partnership from the date it was 
first created. Since you and you 
partner registered as domestic 
partners in June 2004 
(prior to January 1, 

2005) you have auto¬ 
matically been af¬ 
forded the new 
rights and responsi¬ 
bilities pursuant to 
AB205. So, you do 
not have to re-regis- 
ter. 

For couples not 
previously registered as domestic 
partners, they must submit a do¬ 
mestic partnership form to the 
secretary of state. The form is 
available at www.ss.ca.gov/dpreg¬ 
istry/ or may be retrieved from 
any local county registrar’s office 


New HIV strain 

◄ page 5 

Bowen of the San Diego County 
Health and Human Services 
Agency. “[We] are certain that this 
test was not from a San Diego- 
area patient,” she said late last 
week. There was no word from 
South San Francisco-based Viro- 
Logic Laboratories, which per¬ 
formed resistance testing on the 
sample, on where the suspect case 
actually originated. 

Likewise, two purportedly sim¬ 
ilar cases of new infection with 
multidrug-resistant HIV in 
British Columbia, originally re¬ 
ported in 2001, are significantly 


or at any office of the California 
secretary of state. 

Because AB205 made so many 
changes to domestic partnership 
law, there are several things that 
you should keep in 
mind. 

First, AB205 only 
applies to California 
law. Because the 
federal government 
does not recognize 
domestic partner 
relationships, 
AB205 will not af¬ 
fect the rights of 
domestic partners pursuant to 
federal law. You should consult an 
attorney if you or your partner are 
not a U.S. citizen, in the military, 
or receiving public benefits (e.g., 
SSI, Medi-Cal). 

It is also unlikely that other 


different from the recently an¬ 
nounced case in that the New 
York man’s virus is more resistant 
and the two Canadian men re¬ 
main in good health, according to 
Dr. Julio Montaner of the Univer¬ 
sity of British Columbia. 

In San Francisco, where the 
DPH has screened all new cases 
of HIV seen at City Clinic for 
drug resistance since the fall of 
2003, about 12 percent have 
shown evidence of any drug re¬ 
sistance (within the range pre¬ 
dicted by Blower), and about 4 
percent have had HIV that is re¬ 
sistant to two drug classes, STD 
Prevention and Control Services 
Director Dr. Jeffrey Klausner told 
the B.A.R. last week. During this 




states will recognize domestic 
partnership agreements under 
AB205. It is best to still execute a 
will, powers of attorney for 
healthcare and finance, and a 
written agreement detailing dis¬ 
tribution of assets. 

Third, under the new law, if 
you or your partner choose to 
terminate your domestic part¬ 
nership it will most likely be 
necessary for you to undergo a 
court dissolution proceeding. As 
is the case for married couples 
seeking to terminate their mar¬ 
riage, in this proceeding the 
court will address issues relating 
to property, child custody, and 
child support. 

Since 1983, ALRP has provid¬ 
ed free and low-cost legal services 
for people with HIV in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. ALRP pro¬ 


vides direct services and referrals 
to HIV-sensitive panel attorneys. 
ALRP can assist you in a variety of 
matters, including credit and 
bankruptcy, insurance and em¬ 
ployee benefits, wills and powers 
of attorney, landlord-tenant rela¬ 
tions and housing issues, govern¬ 
ment benefits, employment, con¬ 
fidentiality, and establishing child 
guardianship. This column is not 
intended as legal advice for your 
specific situation. T 


Nikhil Unadkat is an ALRP 
outreach attorney; Michael 
Wolchansky is an ALRP law 
clerk. Do you have any legal 
questions? Call ALRP at (415) 
701-1100 or (510) 451-5353. To 
find out more about ALRP visit 
www.alrp.org. 


period the clinic has not seen any 
cases of virus resistant to three 
drug classes. 

Klausner said he hopes to ex¬ 
pand resistance surveillance to 
Magnet and UCSF AIDS Health 
Project testing sites. Resistance 
testing is not mandated for new 
HIV infections detected at non- 
DPH hospitals or clinics, or by 
private physicians. 

“Guidelines for resistance test¬ 
ing of new cases are in the forma¬ 
tive stages,” Magnet medical di¬ 
rector Dr. Chris Hall said at Tues¬ 
day’s forum. “Practice guidelines 
have to catch up with epidemiolo¬ 
gy” 

Local test sites have seen a big 
jump in demand since the Febru¬ 
ary 11 announcement. “When the 
[New York] story broke, we had to 
turn people away,” said Joanne Ri¬ 
naldi of AHP. 

“Demand for testing at Magnet 
has been incredible,” Hall agreed. 
“This shows that gay men do care 
about their health.” 

Much of the discussion at the 
community meeting revealed a 
sense of anger that the New York 
case had been announced prema¬ 
turely with too little concrete in¬ 
formation and was being used to 
stigmatize sexually active gay 
men. Participants also com¬ 
plained that when researchers and 
public health officials make mis¬ 
takes in their findings and predic¬ 
tions, they rarely issue corrections 
- much less apologies - to the 
community. 

Contrary to predictions that 
HIV transmission in San Francis¬ 
co would rise on the heels of an 
increase in syphilis among gay 
men, the number of new HIV in¬ 
fections has actually decreased in 


recent years, noted forum panelist 
Mike Shriver. “But we’re not hear¬ 
ing about that in the press.” 

“When numbers decline, 
[health officials] should offer posi¬ 
tive strokes,” longtime AIDS activist 
Michael Petrelis told the B.A.R. “We 
should ask for more money be¬ 
cause prevention programs have 
been successful. When there is 
nothing but continued alarmism, 
the warnings get tuned out.” 

The crystal connection 

Use of crystal methampheta- 
mine also received considerable 
attention at Tuesday’s forum. In 
the New York City case, the pa¬ 
tient was described as a heavy 
crystal user who had sex with a 
large number of partners. Dr. 
Grant Colfax of the DPH AIDS 
office recently told the New York 
Times that “[t]here seems to be 
something about methampheta- 
mine that predisposes people to 
HIV infection” beyond the drug’s 
influence on sexual behavior, sug¬ 
gesting that it might somehow 
suppress the immune system or 
increase HIV viral loads. 

“During my campaign, many 
men shared stories of the impact 
crystal meth had on their lives and 
the lives of their friends,” said Dis¬ 
trict 8 Supervisor Bevan Dufty, 
who is working with Mayor Gavin 
Newsom and DPH to establish a 
working group to address the 
problem. “Crystal use is about how 
we see ourselves and how we relate 
to one another. We need to be a lit¬ 
tle more loving to each other.” ▼ 


For the latest HIV news from 
the Department of Public 
Health, visit www.sfhiv.org. 
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Paul Andrew Grenchik 


Grenchik, Paul 
Andrew, age 47, 
passed away at the 
California Pacific 
Medical Center in 
San Francisco, Cali¬ 
fornia on February 
17th, 2005. 

Much beloved 
son of Betty A. & 
George Caruso and 
Joseph B..& Patricia M. Grenchik. Also 
survived by his brothers, John (Gail) 
Grenchik, Joseph C. (Rebecca) 

Grenchik, Mark (Carolyn) Grenchik, 
Steven (Sincha) Grenchik, Thomas J. 
Grenchik and sisters Jacqueline (Mark) 
Andrews, Patti Jo (Dennis) Banik, and 
Maureen (Kevin) Jennings. Also sur¬ 
vived by numerous aunts, uncles, nieces 
and nephews as well as grand nieces 
and grand nephews. 

Paul was a successful antique dealer 
in Chicago, Key West, Miami Beach and 
San Francisco. Paul was loved by many 
dear friends. He also loved animals and 
was a good steward to mother earth. 

Interment will take place in San 


Francisco. Arrangements handled by the 
Arthur J. Sullivan & Co. Funeral Home 
in San Francisco, California. Call 415- 
621-4567. Condolences may be emailed 
to director@ArthurjSullivan.com 

Michael Layne Ulander 

Michael Layne 
Ulander died Feb¬ 
ruary 26, 2004. He 
was born in Indi¬ 
anapolis, Indiana 
and graduated 
from Indiana Uni¬ 
versity with a de¬ 
gree in comparative 
literature. Loving 
friends Tom Leffler, 
Kip Turnquist, Ron Johnson, Dana 
Dean, Robin Moorad, MariAlice 
Grimes, and Mambo, his German Shep¬ 
herd, survive him. A requiem mass cele¬ 
brating his life was held at Grace Cathe¬ 
dral. Memorials in his name may be sent 
to Bayview Mission, do Grace Cathe¬ 
dral, 1100 California St., San Francisco, 
CA 94108; Attn: The Rev’d. Nina Picker- 
rell. 


R. Martyn Jones 


R. Martyn Jones, age 43, of San 
Francisco, died on February 7,2005 in 
Suffolk, Virginia, He was a native of 
Norfolk, Virginia, a 1979 graduate of 
Great Bridge High School, and had 
worked as a Pharmacy Technician at 
Portsmouth General Hospital. He was 
predeceased by his partner, Rick May, 
and his father, Bobby Lee Jones, Sr. Sur¬ 
vivors include his Grandmother, Bertie 
Jones of Norfolk, and friends Holly Reg¬ 
ister of Suffolk, Virginia, and James 
Kirkpatrick of San Francisco, California. 

Arrangements were handled by 
Sturtevant Funeral Home, Bennetts 
Creek Chapel, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

Yvain Reid 


Yvain Reid died’peacefully on the 
evening of December 26th, 2004. 

Yvain moved to the Bay Area in the 
late ’80s and attended San Francisco Art 
Institute. Mr. Reid vigorously studied 
writing, philosophy and performance 
art. He was active in the Radical Faerie 
community and was a staunch advocate 
for displaced gay youth. He fully em- 




Medical marijuana activist 
Basile Gabriel dies in India 


by Dennis Conkin 


asile Gabriel, a well-known 
figure in Bay Area medical 
marijuana, activist, and 
counterculture circles died Febru¬ 
ary 5 while traveling in India. He 
was 53. 

Mr. Gabriel, also known as 
Basile Hook, collapsed and died of 
cardiac arrest in Jaipur, Rajastan, 
while waiting to rendezvous with 
friends. 

“I was waiting with my uncle at 
the shop when the phone rang 
and it was a guy from another 
shop where Basile had collapsed,” 
Vabs Bhate told Mr. Gabriel’s 
friend in a long e-mail sent short¬ 
ly after his death. 

“We have lost a close friend,” 
he wrote. “He lived life to the 
fullest and we enjoyed every 
minute of his company.” 

Mr. Gabriel was taken to a local 
hospital but efforts to revive him 
were not successful and he was 
pronounced dead on arrival. He 
was cremated according to strict 
Hindu funeral customs at the 
Adaih Naga Cemetery in Jaipur. 

Because he was an American 
tourist, the US Embassy handled 
arrangements, including notifying 
next of kin. Mr. Gabriel had been 
in India for nearly two and a half 
years at the time of his death, ac¬ 
cording to his friend and erstwhile 
traveling partner David Smith. 



Basile Gabriel 


A lifelong traveler, as a youth Mr. 
Gabriel journeyed to Egypt in 1972 
with the Grateful Dead for a series 
of rock and roll concerts and later 
lived and taught English in the Ca¬ 
nary Islands for several years. He 
was an early communard and active 
in the Bay Area’s network of com¬ 
munal household and intentional 
families, and was deeply active in 
Harmony House, a well know com¬ 
munal enterprise of the era. 

“Basile wore a lot of hats,” 
Smith recalled, “and he touched a 
lot of people from the time he ar¬ 
rived here as an 18-year-old hip¬ 
pie.” 

In the last decade, Mr. Gabriel 
was perhaps best known for his 


medical marijuana advocacy - as 
a political organizer and strategist 
involved in getting Measure A, a 
Santa Cruz law enforcement di¬ 
rective, passed by voters. 

He spent several years working 
with longtime friend Dennis 
Peron in Peron’s former four- 
story medical marijuana empori¬ 
um on Market Street. 

Mr. Gabriel was on site when 
state Bureau of Narcotics agents 
raided the club with automatic ri¬ 
fles and warrants. His Santa Cruz 
home was also eventually raided 
by the agency. 

Born in Philadelphia, Pennsyl¬ 
vania on February 12, 1951, Mr. 
Gabriel was raised in North 
Miami, Florida. He moved to Ben 
Lomond, California in 1970. He 
attended the University of Cali¬ 
fornia, Santa Cruz, where he 
earned a bachelor of arts degree in 
community studies, according to 
an obituary in the Santa Cruz 
Sentinel. 

Mr. Gabriel is survived by 
his brothers, William Hook 
and Charles Hook; nieces 
Patricia Hook and Lauren 
Hook; and nephew Charles 
Hook. 

A memorial 1 service celebrat¬ 
ing Mr. Gabriel and his life will be 
held Sunday, March 6 at 3:30 p.m. 
at Camp Campbell, 16275 High¬ 
way 9 in Boulder Creek. For more 
information contact Ginny Stone 
at (831) 338 2768 or Smith at 


Gay suicide 
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actions taken by federal health of¬ 
ficials to politicize science, includ¬ 
ing attempts to defund individual 
National Institutes of Health 
grants dealing with sexual health 
and the transmission of sexually 
transmitted diseases. 

“Quite simply, the Human 
Rights Campaign believes that sci¬ 
entific and health decisions (such 
as determining the content of 
health conferences) should be left 
to scientists and health specialists, 
those individuals who are best 
equipped to make decisions about 
the merits and benefits of re¬ 
search,” wrote Smith. “Federal 
government attempts to use fund¬ 
ing to inject politics and ideology 
into science will only erode the in¬ 
tegrity of the research system and 
undermine the faith of the public. 
The health and safety of our na¬ 


tion depend on the free exchange 
of quality health research. Politics 
should never be put ahead of the 
life and death health needs of our 
nation’s young people.” 

While SAMHSA officials par¬ 
tially backed away from their po¬ 
sition after being publicly criti¬ 
cized, they did not explicitly make 
it clear that there was no bar to 
using GLBT references in SAMH- 
SA-funded activities. As a result, 
Frank called Curie directly several 
times last week, urging him to 
issue a clear statement that the 
terms could be used. 

On Thursday, February 17 
Curie sent two e-mails to Frank 
stating “there is no policy on the 
use of the words lesbian, gay, bi¬ 
sexual and transgender, nor is 
there a prohibition on the use of 
the words.” Curie went on to say 
in his e-mails that he will attend 
this weekend’s conference and 
that he “will highlight in my re¬ 
marks our commitment at 


SAMHSA to ensure that we reach 
out to all populations in our ef¬ 
forts to provide substance abuse 
prevention, addiction treatment 
and mental health services.” 

Frank in return expressed his 
appreciation for the clarification 
offered by Curie. 

“I am pleased that Mr. Curie 
was so cooperative and moved so 
quickly to repudiate the apparent¬ 
ly erroneous earlier statements 
that SAMHSA policies bar the use 
of references to any of these 
terms,” Frank said last Friday, Feb¬ 
ruary 18. “Given the fact that the 
frequency of youth suicide in par¬ 
ticular is so much higher in the 
GLBT community, it would have 
sent terribly mixed signals to con¬ 
vene a panel discussion on suicide 
within that community and then 
refuse to even acknowledge the 
target audience. I appreciate the 
fact that the head of the agency 
took the necessary steps to correct 
the misinformation.” ▼ 


bodied the queer anarchist spirit of his 
age. 

Yvain’s art mirrored his life. To be 
fully engaged with him meant to experi¬ 
ence confrontation, shock, frustration, 
exasperation, and lastly, resolution. One 
came away from the interaction with a 
clearer picture of what the world was 
and could be. 

Yvain presented a gruff exterior. “I 
am like the shriveled-up black heart on 
my arm.” Those who really knew him 
also knew that at his core, he was just 
the opposite. He was a truly caring indi¬ 
vidual. We miss him. 

Mr. Reid is survived by the Widow 
Friday, Aunt Joey, Uncle Scott and off¬ 
spring Miss Millie et al. A memorial will 
be held on Sunday, March 6th, 2005 at 
4 p.m. at The Hole in the Wall bar on 
8th St. at Folsom in San Francisco. Con¬ 
tact Christopher Friday for details at 
415-255-8514. 




Chapel of the Avenues 
Funeral Home 

Most Affordable Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services 
Scattering Services 

No Membership Fees or Fiidden Charges 
Serving the GLBT community for more than a 100 years 

Rob Strickland, FD, Manager 

24 Hour Service / (415) 731-0200 

1266 - 9 d ‘ Ave., San Francisco, CA 94122 * License FD714 
http://www.chapeioftheavenues.com 



OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. Please 
follow normal rules of capitaliza¬ 
tion - and no poetry. We reserve 
the right to edit for style, clarity, 
grammar, and taste. If you're 
submitting a photo of the de¬ 
ceased, write their name on the 
back. If you include a SASE for 
the photo's return, write the per¬ 
son's name on the inside of the 
envelope flap. All obituaries must 
include a contact name and 
phone number. Deadline for obit¬ 
uaries is Monday at 5 p.m., with 
the exception of special display 
ad obituaries, which must be 
submitted by Friday at 3 p.m. 


Our Philosophy is simple. 

• To accommodate your wishes > your budget, and your 
attitudes about death , dying and parting rituals . 

• To provide an environment where you make chokes 
based on your own personal values. 

• To do things your way, not someone else s way. 


Neptune Society 

OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
1 Loraine Court • San Francisco * 94118 * FD-1306 

I 24 Hours (415)771-0717 I 

Personal and dignified cremation services. Call for our our tree brochure. 
Or look us up at www.neptune-society.com 

O Please seed me a free Neptune brochure. 
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Blades on the water 


by Jim Provenzano 


he San Francisco Bay Blades 
are recruiting rowers this 
weekend and next month to 
expand their membership and 
show novices how rowing is a 
great form of exercise. They’ve 
also got a new coach, Bob 
Charbonneau. 

“I was glad to do it. It’s 
kind of a fun challenge 
for me,” said Charbonneau, 
who started rowing over 20 
years ago in Minneapolis. 

He had been the coach of Team 
Minnesota’s rowing 
team, which competed 
in Amsterdam at Gay 
Games V. 

After recently mov¬ 
ing to the Bay Area, 
Charbonneau soon gravitated to¬ 
ward his former competing club. 
In 1998, he also rode in the double 
scull competition and won a silver 
medal. 

“There was really a 
groundswell of support for the 
rowing in Amsterdam,” said Char¬ 
bonneau. “The interest sort of 
evaporated after Sydney elected 
not to add rowing [to Gay Games 
VI]. A few teams lingered on. 


Some incorporated themselves 
into other rowing clubs.” 

Rowing has been included in 
the summer 2006 sports events at 
both Montreal’s OutGames and 
Chicago’s Gay Games VII. 

“A lot of us are left with the de¬ 
cision of whether to go to one or 
both,” said Charbonneau. 

Despite the appeal of one event 
or another for row¬ 
ing clubs, condi¬ 
tions for their own 
sport may take precedent. 
Charbonneau said that 
Montreal’s former Olympic 
court - 2000 meters in 
length - is in better 
condition than 
Chicago’s Lincoln 
Park, which has a 
750-meter rowing 
canal. “Two-thousand 
meters is the gold standard for 
sprint racing,” he added. 

Until then, the Bay Blades, 
which won medals in 1998, and 
have since then trained seasonally 
and competed in regattas at Long 
Beach and Sacramento, have 
gained new members, and new 
training methods. 

“It’s my second go at this,” said 
Charbonneau. “We’ve got a great 
pool of athletes. I think it’s really 
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Dr. Christopher Amore 

CHIROPRACTOR 


CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS PRACTITIONER 


• Open until 7 p.m. • Open Saturday • 


• Neck and Back Pain • 
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• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 
Massage therapy available 
4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
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450 suffer street suite 1220 
tel. 415.986.1020 
suttercosmeticdentistry.com 



The Bay Blades take to the waters on Lake Merritt 


going to be a good opportunity.” 

For those who may not consid¬ 
er themselves competitive, rowing 
is one of the most complete full- 
body workouts with a low-impact, 
high-aerobic advantage. Er¬ 
gonomic rowing on stationary 
machines provides a similar work¬ 
out, and helps athletes gain bal¬ 
ance and symmetry in their form. 

“It’s very low-impact, so peo¬ 
ple who have injuries from run¬ 
ning or other sports can get into it 
and work around a lot of their in¬ 
juries,” said Charbonneau. 

Age is not a limitation in rowing, 
either. Anyone over age 27, regard¬ 
less of ability level, is classified as a 
master. “We have people in their 80s 
and 90s in the sport,” Charbonneau 
said. “The perception is that it’s all 
tall muscular rich boys.” 

Actually, the Blades are also 
seeking smaller women and men 
to take up coxwain duties, who are 
ideally around 140 pounds. 

No matter their size, “we want 
to bring in a group of people who 
want to actually compete and get 
up on the medal stand,” said 
Charbonneau. That includes for¬ 
mer college rowers who may want 
to row again. 

Despite the seeming simplicity 
of rowing, many forms of training 
are needed. Part of the Blades’ new 
program, in addition to rowing at 
Lake Merritt, is the use of a special 
training barge at the Jack London 
Rowing Center in Oakland. Built 
like an outrigger, the barge has 
space for a coach to be on board 
and help rowers improve their 
forrri It also gives novice rowers a 
chance to develop stroke methods 
before worrying about keeping 


their balance on expensive and 
fragile equipment. 

“Most rowing clubs operate on 
a shoestring,” said Charbonneau 
of their investing in the barge and 
other training techniques. “I’m re¬ 
ally excited about it; it’ll be a bet¬ 
ter more, graduated method.” 

The spring season social and 
new member welcome will be 
held on Saturday, February 26 
from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Pilsner Inn, 
225 Church Street, San Francisco. 
This will be an opportunity to ca¬ 
sually drop by to meet club mem¬ 
bers and the new coach, learn 
about rowing, and sign up for the 
SFBB novice learn-to-row class 
being offered in March. Food will 
be served. 

The spring season new mem¬ 
ber orientation will be held on 
Sunday, February 27 from 10 a.m, 
to noon at the Lake Merritt Row¬ 
ing Club, 1520 Lakeside Drive, just 
north of 14th Street in downtown 
Oakland - walking distance from 
the Lake Merritt BART station. 


The program will include an in¬ 
troduction to the club and SFBB 
members and hands-on demon¬ 
strations at the boat house. 

The novice learn-to-row class 
2005 will be held March 12-13 
and March 19-20 from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 
This class is intended for those 
with no prior rowing experience, 
at least a moderate level of fitness, 
and the ability to swim. Class size 
will be limited to 20 participants 
who will be accepted in the order 
in which completed applications 
are received. Upon completion of 
the class, participants will be eligi¬ 
ble to experience rowing with the 
SFBB recreational rowers before 
deciding to join. 

For more information about 
these events, go to www.sfbay- 
blades.com or e-mail 
sfbb_info@yahoo.com. ▼ 


Read more columns at 
www.sportscomplex.org. 



Riding bear 


This Sunday, February 27, stop by the beer benefit at Daddy’s 
bar, 440 Castro Street, from 4 to 8 p.m. to meet, greet, and help raise 
funds for Team Bear, one of many groups of cyclists who will be 
participating in the upcoming AIDS LifeCycle fundraising ride. For 
more info on the hirsute hunks who ride for charity, visit 
www.teambear.org. 

In the cards 

SF Frontrunners held a poker night fundraiser this past Wednes¬ 
day. It’s one of four such events they’ll be holding to raise funds for 
athletes planning on competing in Chicago’s Gay Games VII. For 
info on upcoming events, visit www.sffrontrunners.org. 


Marriage group 
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to join the fight for marriage 
equality but not know how. This 
is a very conservative, church¬ 
going town, so a drag show 
wouldn’t do much good. But there 
are a lot of people here with gay 
and lesbian children, which is an¬ 
other avenue for activism. It just 
doesn’t look like the one in San 
Francisco.” 

A city of 12,500, Auburn is 35 
miles northeast of Sacramento. 

Adams and her partner have 
been reaching out to neighboring 
towns and counties, identifying 
more chapter leaders willing to 
join the fight. The environment 
they described - an area where 
gays and lesbians often stay clos¬ 
eted rather than risk serious 
repercussions - is less than three 
hours away, but exists in stark 
contrast to the more accepting 
Bay Area. 

“In Amador, a city with a popu¬ 
lation of 150, we found someone 
willing to be a chapter leader. She 
showed us the bullet holes where 


her inn had been shot at because 
she’s gay, and she was willing to step 
forward and help,” said Adams. 

Other leaders traveling around 
cities in the Central Valley have re¬ 
ported similar social conditions, 
and varying success with outreach 
efforts. Bakersfield resident Whit¬ 
ney Weddell has organized discus¬ 
sion meetings with gays and les¬ 
bians in Kings and Merced coun¬ 
ties, but said that despite early in¬ 
terest, attendance has often been 
sparse. 

“There’s a definite sense that to 
people in the Bay Area, Bakersfield 
is nowhere near as welcoming of 
gays and lesbians as San Francis¬ 
co, or West Hollywood,” said Wed¬ 
dell. “What has surprised me is 
that to people in California City, 
Bakersfield looks like West Holly¬ 
wood ... in Ridgecrest people were 
afraid to park their cars in the 
same lot as us, for fear of losing 
their jobs. 

“These people live in fear every 
day. They don’t want to talk about 
marriage equality, they want to 
talk about living, surviving. We’re 
talking about going to the moon, 
and they’re in a rowboat,” added 


Weddell. 

Still, activists believe that 
achieving marriage equality will 
help break down the stigma faced 
by gays and lesbians living in 
small, predominantly homopho¬ 
bic communities. They feel mar¬ 
riage equality will help deal a blow 
to other forms of discrimination 
in society, making it difficult for 
employers and the military to ac¬ 
tively discriminate against gays 
and lesbians. 

“You can’t send a team from 
San Francisco to California City 
and expect people to feel better - 
or even meet with you,” said Wed¬ 
dell. “The issue is much more in¬ 
grained than that. But you can 
support marriage equality with 
more fervor, because it’s not just 
about whether or not to get mar¬ 
ried - it breaks down into so many 
other issues, like basic human re¬ 
spect.” T 


Get Engaged events and 
volunteer opportunities are 
listed on the group’s Web site 
at www.marriageequaiityca.org 
or by calling (415) 581-0803. 
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Newsom 

◄ page 14 

courage tourists to come here and 
enjoy the city” 

Becerra said the new gay- 
themed tourist campaign should 
be viewed separately from the 
current labor fight. It stems back 
to a year and a half ago when gay 
business leaders questioned the 
lack of a gay focused tourist effort 
by the city’s convention and visi¬ 
tors bureau and set out to create 
their own. 

“Our focus on this campaign 
is to drive business here to San 
Francisco. We are hoping the dis¬ 
pute will be resolved as quickly as 
possible, but we can’t stop a cam¬ 
paign to bring business to this city 
and wait for this issue to be re¬ 
solved,” Bacerra said. “Otherwise, 
people will make other plans and 
choose to spend their money 
somewhere else. Our agenda real¬ 
ly has nothing to do with this dis¬ 
pute.” 

Newsom said he views the lat¬ 
est tussle from both sides as more 
posturing for the public’s support 
and is confident a solution will be 
found. 

“I feel we are getting close to 
an end,” said Newsom, adding a 
meeting with the mediator to set¬ 
tle the dispute would be taking 
place in a couple of days. “I en¬ 
courage both sides to keep talk¬ 
ing. They both know where they 
need to be, it is just a matter of 
time. What you are seeing right 
now is flexing of muscles on both 
sides.” 

As for the Examiner piece, 
Newsom said “I was dumbfound¬ 
ed by it.” Reading it, he said “I sat 
there insulted. If anyone knows 
my passion for this job they know 
of my proactive commitment. I 
guess they were just upset with 
the Chronicle giving me too many 
headlines.” 

He ticked off a list of recent ac¬ 
complishments, including new 
numbers showing a drop in 
homeless deaths on the city’s 
streets, his involvement in the 
labor negotiations with the ho¬ 
tels, and the city’s pushing more 
residents to claim a local income 
tax credit as well as implementing 
midyear budget cuts to address 
the city’s financial woes as proof 
he is a hands-on mayor. 

On a national level, Newsom’s 
relationship with New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg is 
about to get even worse. It began 
with Newsom’s very public lash¬ 
ing of Bloomberg’s decision to 
appeal a recent court ruling in 
favor of gay marriage despite his 
personal support for granting gay 
couples the right to wed. Now, 
Newsom wants the United Na¬ 
tions to pull out of Manhattan 
and call San Francisco home. 

“We are sending a letter to the 
U.N. asking them to move their 
headquarters to San Francisco. 
They’d be much more comfort¬ 
able here,” said Newsom, citing 
the international organization’s 
ongoing squabbles with 
Bloomberg’s administration over 
a remodel of its current building. 

The mayor’s feud with mem¬ 
bers of his own Democratic Party, 
who blamed his marrying same- 
sex couples for the party’s defeat 
last November, shows no signs of 
cooling off either. He cautioned 
Democrats not to become a “me 
too party” or a “Republican-lite” 
party as they prepare for the 2006 
midterm elections. 

“The president and the Repub¬ 
licans hardly have a mandate,” he 
said of the November election re¬ 
sults. “We need to learn from our 
mistakes, our capitulation. We 
were elected for our values, we 
need to remember that.” T 


LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

The Mayor s Office of Community Development is pleased to announce the 
availability of a supplemental Request for Proposals (RFP) for the 2005-06 Community De¬ 
velopment Block Grant (CDBG) program. This RFP is specifically for planning, facilities, and 
public services, with an emphasis on low-income neighborhoods in the southeast sector. The 
RFP will be available only online beginning February 10, 2005. Proposals will be due by 8:00 
p.m., Thursday, March 3, 2005. For more detailed information on the RFP and how to apply, 
please see MOCD’s website at www.sfgov.org/mocd. 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR: 

PHLEBOTOMY SERVICES TO OBTAIN BLOOD EVIDENCE 

It is the intention of the San Francisco Police Department to contract with a qualified Phle- 
botomist Service Company to provide on site blood draw services on arrested and incarcerated 
individuals of the San Francisco Police Department, and any other allied State or Federal Law 
Enforcement Agency, including but not limited to the California Highway Patrol, College or 
University Police, Performing Law Enforcement duties within the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco. Services will be provided at designated sites, including: The Hall of Justice, 850 Bryant 
Street, Mission Police Station, 630 Valencia Street, and San Francisco General Hospital, 1001 
PotreroAve. 

Contractor must only provide Phlebotomists that are certified by the California State Depart¬ 
ment of Health Services. 

Contractor will be required to provide these services twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. 
Deadline for Submission of written questions or requests for clarification: March 1st, 2005. 
Proposals Due: March 22nd, 2005 

For a copy of the Request for Proposal, contact Officer Shawn Wallace at 415-553-1096. 

2992 CONTRACT COMPLIANCE OFFICER I - SALARY: $ 62,270 - $75,660 Annually + 
Benefits. The CCSF Office of Labor Standards Enforcement is seeking qualified Cantonese¬ 
speaking candidates to enforce Minimum Compensation and Health Care Accountability Or¬ 
dinances. Qualifications: 

Equivalent of 2 years college + 4 years of exp. monitoring contracts, contract compliance, pro¬ 
moting EEO. To obtain application materials and requirements, visit our Website at: 
www.sfgov.org/dhr. APPLY BY NOON, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2,2005. City application 
and supplemental application required. Phone: (415) 554-4859, TYY (415) 554-7492. 
EEO/AA/People with Disabilities (PWD). 

VACANCY NOTICES 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 54974, California Government Code, notice is hereby 
given of the following unscheduled vacancies. Interested persons may obtain an application 
From the Boards web site at www.sfgov.org/site/uploadednles/bdsupvrs/Vacancy_Notices/va- 
cancy_app.pdf or from the Clerk of the Rules Committee, City Hall, Room 244, SF, CA 94102. 
Completed applications should be submitted to the Clerk of the Board. All applicants must be 
residents of SF, unless otherwise stated. Additional information may be obtained by accessing 
the City’s web site: www.sfgov.org/bdsupvrs 

Depending upon the posting date, some vacancies may have already been filled. To determine 
if vacancies for this Task Force are still available, please call the Rules Clerk at 554-5184. 

Park, Recreation and Open Space Advisory Committee 

Vacant seat, succeeding Isabel Wade, resigned, seat 5, must be nominee of District 2 Supervi¬ 
sor from list of organizations listed in Res. 168-01, for the unexpired portion of a two-year term 
ending 2/1/06. 

Vacant seat, succeeding Erica Gabrielsen, resigned, seat 6, must be nominee of District 2 Su¬ 
pervisor from District 2, for the unexpired portion of a two-year tern ending 2/1/07. 

Vacant seat, succeeding Laura Bowlby, resigned, seat 14 must be nominee of District 1 Super¬ 
visor from District 1, for the unexpired portion of a two-year term ending 2/1/07. 

Vacant seat, succeeding Catherine Rauschuber, seat 19, must be nominee of District 5 Super¬ 
visor from list of organizations listed in Res. 168-01, for the unexpired portion of a two-year term 
ending 2/1/06. 



STATEMENT FILE A-0282343-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
B & S Crane & Erection Service, Inc. 1939 
45th Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94116. This 
business is conducted by a corporation, 
signed Susan Wanlass. The registrants) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
1/01/05. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/25/05. 
FEB. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282375-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Georgina Acosta Medspa, 940 Bush St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94109. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Mina 
Coyoca. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 1/26/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/26/05. 
FEB. 3, 10, 17, 24 ^005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282379-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Catium, 345 12th Ave. San Francisco, 
Ca. 94118-2108. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Daniel Cata- 
laa. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 1/01/05. The 
statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/26/05. 
FEB. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282218-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Professional Resources, 332 Pine St. Suite 
307 San Francisco, Ca. 94104. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by a corporation, signed 
Ted Ammiro. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 1/01/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/19/05. 
FEB. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282415-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Vitalane Creative Design, 39 Boardman Place 
#104 San Francisco, Ca. 94103. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by a corporation, signed 
Juancho Vitangcoljhe registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact Irosiness under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
1/01/05. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/27/05. 
FEB. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282418-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Patio Apartments, 8 Byron Ct San Francisco, 
Ca. 94112. This business is conducted by a 
limited liability company, signed Cesario G. 
Agudelo Jr. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 1/27/05. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/27/05. 

FEB. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282383-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: The 
Pickled Hutch, 1605 Church St San Francisco, 
Ca 94131. This business is conducted by an in¬ 
dividual, signed Lisa Wilson. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on N/A. 
The statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca on 1/26/05. 

FEB. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282499-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Spencer and Company, LLC, 491 Castro St 
San Francisco, Ca 94114. This business is 
conducted by a limited liability Company, signed 
Dennis E. Spencer. The registrants) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
1/31/05. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/31/05. 
FEB. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #0280400 

The following person(s) have abandoned the use of 
the fictitious business name known as Spencer and 
Company located at 491 Castro St San Francis¬ 
co, Ca 94114. This business was conducted by 
an individual signed Dennis Edward Spencer. The 
fictitious name was filed with the City and county 
of San Francisco, Ca on 11/01/04 
FEB. 3, 10,17, 24 2005 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #273451 

The following person(s) have abandoned the use 
of the fictitious business name known as Speed 
Pro Towing Inc., located at 251 Capp St San 
Francisco, Ca 94110. This business was con¬ 
ducted by a general partnership signed Raul 
Oropeza The fictitious name was filed with the 
City and county of San Francisco, Ca on 2/06/04 
FEB. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #AB0269833 

The following person(s) have abandoned the use 
of the fictitious business name known as Allfix 
Handy located at 56 Seville St San Francisco, 
Ca. 94112. This business was conducted by an 
individual signed Alberto Benarides. The ficti¬ 
tious name was filed with the City and county 
of San Francisco, Ca on 9/10/03 
FEB. 3, 10, 17, 24 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282296-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Eliza's Restaurant, 1457 18th St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94107. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Tran 
Thuy Luong. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 11/25/93. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/24/05. 
FEB. 10, 17, 24 MAR. 3 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282295-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Eliza's Restaurant, 2877 California SL 
San Francisco, Ca. 94115. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Tran 
Thuy Luong. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 12/16/99. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/24/05. 
FEB. 10, 17, 24 MAR. 3 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282555-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Zoom and Look, 3844 21st St San 
Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business is 
conducted by a general partnership, signed 
Lance Evans. The registrants) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 2/1/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/1/05. 
FEB. 10, 17, 24 MAR. 3 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282558-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Cinematic Xpressions, 1261 Broderick St, 
Ste. 101, San Francisco, Ca. 94115. This 
business is conducted by a general partner¬ 
ship, signed Stephen Jang. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or names 
on N/A. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/1/05. 
FEB. 10, 17, 24 MAR. 3 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282562-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Affordable Mortgages, 630 Grand View Ave. 
#208, San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Gurinder Kang. The registrants) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
N/A. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/1/05. 
FEB. 10, 17, 24 MAR. 3 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282086-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
PeaBrain, 1292 Noe St San Francisco, Ca. 
94114. This business is conducted by an indi¬ 
vidual, signed Whitni Rader. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or names 
on 1/1/05. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/13/05. 
FEB. 10, 17, 24 MAR. 3 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282617-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: In- 
foNuggets, 821 York St San Francisco, Ca. 
94110. This business is conducted by an individ¬ 
ual, signed Stephanie J. Pappas. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
23/05. The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca on 2/3/05. 

FEB. 10, 17, 24 MAR. 3 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282672-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
SNSN/Sign-N-Seal Notary Service, 3321 
19th St. San Francisco, Ca. 94110. This 
business is conducted by an individual, signed 
JoAnne J. Maldonado. The registrants) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
1/1/05. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/4/05. 
FEB. 10, 17, 24 MAR. 3 2005 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
OF AVAILABILTY OF FUNDS 


On February 14, 2005, the Mayor's Office 
of Criminal Justice (MOCJ) issued a Re¬ 
quest for Proposals (RFP) for the San Fran¬ 
cisco Mayor's Community Support Fund. 
The purpose of the Community Court 
Fund is to support enrichment projects that 
will enhance public safety and the quality of 
life in our neighborhoods. Eligibility is lim¬ 
ited to neighborhood community-based or¬ 
ganizations with documented non-profit 
501 (c)(3) status that are located and/or pro¬ 
vide services in Bayview Hunters Point, Tar- 
aval/OMI, Mission, South of Market, Ten¬ 
derloin, Excelsior/Ingleside, Western Addi¬ 
tion, Polk Street, North Beach, Richmond, 
Sunset and Chinatown. Potential applicants 
that do not have a community court in their 
neighborhood may still apply for enrich¬ 
ment projects in their neighborhood. 

The RTP and Fund Guidelines will be avail¬ 
able for down load at: 
www.sfgov.org/ mocj. 

Select the Request for Proposal tab. 

The RFP and Fund Guidelines will also be 
available in hard copy at: 

Mayor's Office of Criminal Justice 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 496 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
For more information call 415.554.6515. 
Applications must be hand-delivered to the 
Mayor's Office of Criminal Justice by 5:00 
p.m. on Friday, March 4th. No late applica¬ 
tions will be accepted. 02/24/2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282603-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Cyberbears, 3435 Cesar Chavez #206, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a limited liability company, signed 
David Green. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 9/12/02. 

The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/2/05. 

FEB. 10, 17, 24 MAR. 3 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282363-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Gymboree Play and Music, 1525 Sloat 
Blvd. San Francisco, Ca. 94132. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
Agnes Lau. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/25/05. 

FEB. 10, 17, 24 MAR. 3 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282403-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Bark n' Bun, 1650 Holloway Ave. #6 San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca 94134. This business is conducted by 
an individual, signed Karim Salgado. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business under 
the above listed fictitious business name or names 
on N/A. The statement was filed with the City and-. 
County of San Francisco, Ca on 1/26/05. 

FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282886-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Can-Cun Restaurant 2288 Mission St San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca 94110. This business is conducted by 
a corporation, signed Gerardo Rico. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or names on 
6/6/00. The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca on 2/11/05. 

FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 


DIAKADIBODY 

'iiiiiiilr Personal Training and Wellness Center 


DIAKADI Body 

Personal Training and Wellness Center 
Setting the Bar for Personal Training in SF 
Highly Innovative, Private Training Facility 
for Getting Results from Your Workouts. 

Take a virtual tour of our facility 
or view our trainers' bios at: 

www.diakadibody.com 

290 Division Street 

between 10th Street and Brannan Street 
415.863-4922 


ESCAPE • UNWIND • UNLEASH YOUR INNER ATHLETE 
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REAL ESTATE 


Looking for Real Estate in the Palm Springs Area? 
2-For-l SPECIAL 


Steve • 760.880.0863 
Larry *760.880.3615 
Email: 

TheTwinRealtors@aol.com 



Let us help you find your 
perfect place in the sun. 


Homes & Condos from 
$100,000 and up. 


it’s “the twins” in palm springs 


DOUGLAS I- 

DELIVERS 

Douglas Bohling JhHb; 

delivers Sonoma 
County real 
estate success. 

Whether you’re buying 

or selling, take advan- # - 

tage of his 18 years of ;y 

experience and the 

expertise that has ; 

earned him a spot in 

the top 6% of all pro- ^ Jpterjj 

ducers in the national flB „ 1 J|| 

Prudential network. 

Homes, Income, Acreage, Resorts 

Expert in Wine Country 
& Russian River Retreats 

Call now to find out how you can 

live the Sonoma County dream! Prudential 

(800) 200-2011 x204 California Realty 

Doug.Bohling@PruRealty.com • www.PruRealty.com/DougBohling 


I Approx. 150' of frontage! Ridge/River views, wrap around deck, marble hearth FP, 
White Oak floors, Hickory cabinets, vaulted ceilings and 4 sliding doors lets nature 
in! 2 Bedrooms. 2 custom baths in an open, bright floorplan. Raised above poten¬ 
tial flood w/ an engineered foundation and septic. Huge backyard, gravel paths, 
towering redwoods, full sun plus the beauty of Sonoma County. Close to SF, winer¬ 
ies, outdoor activities, nightlife and the Pacific Ocean. Offered at S659.0DD. 


Looking to buy or 
sell in Central 
Contra Costal 

Call me, I can help you 

925.209.3389 

Homes of every size and type in 
Orinda, Lafayette, Walnut Creek, 
Pleasant Hill, Concord, Martinez, 
Alamo, Danville, Siin Ramon 
and surrounding areas. 
www.PruRedty.com/TomSteycr 
Tom.Steyer@TruReaity.com 



SAN DIEGO 

A Lifestyle to Enjoy 



mm. 



/J\ Sn»\v condo., a WY «' a “- 
// \ ay cM 

dK im scmcometmc\nVa\m 

n«\ Od\ me. Man £mei*l 

r 7 60-902-52^6 

Emai Y. KUntTn«V^ OT@aoV ' C ° m 


MAUI REAL ESTATE 



PradentM Locations ItC 


www.michaelhealey.net 
808 875 5651 
Michael Heal^ ~ 


Integrity 

Experience 

Performance 


Call or email for Maui's best values! 

1215 S.Kihei Rd. Ste. N. Kihei Maui Hawaii 96753 



PALM SPRINGS/ 
CATHEDRAL CITY COVE 

Entertainers dream, 1 yr new 
furnished home, 3bd/2 bath, pool, 
waterfall spa, outdoor dining ianai, 
walk to mens resort, May Pickford 
Theatre, new shopping area. 
$539,000. Call Jon (760) 409-7653 
or email for pic - 

www.MoveToPalmSprings.net E09 


PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com E1B 

PALM SPRINGS CONDO 

Large 1 bed/bath, classic complex 
$299,900 760-409-1037 
www.rcooke.mywindermere.com E09 

PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-902-5266. 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 


ROOMMATES 

Share 2Br House w/Drag Queen $500 
Huge Yard Near SF State/Muni 995-47^2 

$650 EZ St Prkg, Diamond Hts 
Shr w/3 GM Ige deluxe hse wst of 
Castro/Noe Vlly, big sunny bdrm w/ 
hskpr 415-641-5564/658-4370. 


$495 Mo. Room, private entrance. 
Redwood City M/F. 650-369-9045 E08 

$700 & $775 LRG ROOMS 

In very clean Mission Top Flat. 
Unfurnished. Shared Living, Kit., 
Bath, W/D. Cable, Internet & ALL 
Utilities incl. NO Pets. NO Smoker. 
415-271-5004. 


East Bay Pleasant Hill. Tahoe Set¬ 
ting. Bdrm w/pvt bath, enclosed 
garage, 1/2 util, incld. $700. 

Mike 925-947-5550 


DESIGNER MOVING SALE 

Eclectic quality furniture antiques. 
Vintage, contemporary and ethnic art. 
L. Vuitton iron table base, Napoleon 
double bed, antique bamboo etageres, 
vases & other accessories, W. Hoefer 
originals & prints, Baccarat, etc., 9-9 
wk, 9-5wknd. 415-812-4760. 



REAL ESTATE 


#1 Real Estate Co. for the past 10 
years on the Russian River. 


Prudential 

California Realty 

West County 


PASTA BOYS 

CAFE & DELI 

Established busi¬ 
ness in the heart 
of downtown 
Guerneville - High 
visibility, traffic, 
spacious bright in¬ 
terior, well 

equipped, loyal clientele. This location has been a 
deli/restaurant for over 20 years. $125,000. 

Don’t forget - www.prudentialsonoma.com. 
check out this week’s hot properties! 


( 707 ) 869-9011 ( 800 ) 974-9013 

Russian River 

16315 Main Street. Guerneville 



RENTALS 

STYLISH. SPACIOUS. 
CONVENIENT. 


www.thevillasparkmerced.com 

415 / 405-4600 


Now Leasing Townhomes and Flats 
with Amenities Galore. 


1 bedroom 650.00 

Studio 550.00 

Washer Dryer - pool 707-869-01' 


SFS CAY HOTEL 

LUZ HOTEL 725 GEARY 

$65/Night Wkly & Monthly avail. 
Check our Daboyz rm - A must see! 

415-928-1917• 866-STAYLUZ 


Bargain 200-250mo. clean secure 
1 & 2BR, rural NV(Tonopah) 
877-482-9386. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282887-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: Can- 
Cun Restaurant #1,1003 Market St San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca 94103. This business is conducted by a 
corporation, signed Gerardo Rico. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on b/b/00. 
The statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca on 2/11/00. 

FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282885-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Taqueria Can-Cun #3,3211 Mission St San 
Francisco, Ca 94110. This business is conducted 
by a corporation, signed Gerardo Rico. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or names on 
1/1/00. The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca on 2/11/00. 

FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282830-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: l)lit- 
tleBIG Productions 2) Pervity.com, 422618th St 
San Francisco, Ca 94114. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a corporation, signed Kristen Alice Imler. 
The registrants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 2/9/05. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 29/05. 
FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282720-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 

Steve Justrich Interior Design, 81914th St #5 
San Francisco, Ca 94114. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Steven A. Justrich. 
The registrants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 1/1/05. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 2/7/05. 
FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282799-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
l)Big Muscle Media 2)Do I Have3)What's In 
My Closet 4)AB Software 5)Bigmuscle 6)Big 
Muscle bears 7)Normal Gay 8)Bearsoft, 156 
Shawnee Ave. San Francisco, Ca 94112. This 
business is conducted by a limited liability com¬ 
pany, signed William J. Sanderson. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business under 
the above listed fictitious business name or names 
on 1/1/05. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 29/05. 
FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282762-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
l)North Beach Models 2) North Beach Model & 
Talent 3)Henri Afrika 4)Rocker Guitars 5)Bay 
Arts & Music, 1350 Howard St San Francisco, 
Ca. 94103. This business is conducted by an in¬ 
dividual, signed John Z. Rocker. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on N/A. 
The statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca on 2/08/05. 

FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282754-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 

Xin Li Electric, 2567 43rd Ave. San Francisco, 
Ca 94116. This business is conducted by an 
individual, signed Xin Nuo Li. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
5/2896. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/7/05. 
FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282910-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Phood Consulting, 3296 22nd St San Francis¬ 
co, Ca 94110. This business is conducted by an 
individual, signed Peter Hood. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
3/31/00. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca on 2/14/05. 
FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0282959-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: Ramon 
Campos DBA Jan-Pro, 1264 Fitzgerald Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca 94124. This business is conducted by 
an individual, signed Ramon Campos-Ceja The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or names on 
2/15/05. The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca on 2/15/05. 

FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To whom it may concern: The Name of the Appli¬ 
cants) is/are: Pauline Tanya Ristau. The applicants 
listed above are applying to the Department of Al¬ 
coholic Beverage Control at 71 Stevenson Street, 
Suite #1500 San Francisco, Ca 94105, to sell al¬ 
coholic beverages at 1441 Grant Ave. San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca 94133. Type of License applied for: 

41 - ON-SALE BEER AND WINE - 

EATING PLACE 

FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3 2005 
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VACATION RFNTfll S 


lUlBllliPilllir ";i 

J 


■ 

iV/CA j£/Ctj''CLc{/5‘Z- J . 



Hilo Hawaii! 

I Vacation Cottages on 8 Acres 

I Tropical Paradise! _ ^ 

Walk to the beach and botanical gardens. 
“The Falls at Fawainul” in Onemea Pay 

I Tel. 808.964.5994 
# www .V R BO.com 749625 





^retreat 

RESORT + SPA 

experience the new russian river. 



get polished, buffed, wrapped and 
rubbed at our full service spa, then 
after dinner, relax in front of your 
own fireplace in nothing but a fluffy 
robe...and a smile. 


reservations | 707,869.2706 
866.73. RE LAX 

www.retreatresort.biz 

info@retreatresort.biz 


1471 I ARMSTRONG WOODS ROAD . GUERNFViliE . CA 95446 


HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99 !! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 

_EIB 

SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAV GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 
www.parkerguesthouse.com 



HTTP.7/WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 

EIB 

Good dish on any one in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com 

EIB 

WANT TO STAY ON TOP 

of leather events around the world? 
Click regularly on www.LeatherPage. 
com weekly. Stay informed. Stay on 
top. Stay in the loop! Do it now! 




STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #263178 

The following persons) have abandoned the use of the 
fictitious business name known as l)Bearsoft 2)Nor- 
malgay.com 3)Averagegay.com at 156 Shawnee 
Ave. San Francisco, Ca 94112. This business was 
conducted by an individual signed William J. Sander¬ 
son. The fictitious name was filed with the City and 
county of San Francisco, Ca on 12 / 23/02 
FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #263147 

The following person(s) have abandoned the . 
use of the fictitious business name known as 
l)Big Muscle 2)Big Muscle bears 3)Big Mus¬ 
cle Media at 156 Shawnee Ave. San Francis¬ 
co, Ca. 94112. This business was conducted 
by an individual signed Andrew J. Wysocki. 
The fictitious name was filed with the City and 
county of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/20/02 
FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #240007 

The following person(s) have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name known as 
AB Software at 156 Shawnee Ave. San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94112. This business was conduct¬ 
ed by an individual signed Andrew J. Wysocki. 
The fictitious name was filed with the City and 
county of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/12/00. 
FEB. 17, 24 MAR. 3, 10 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE #CNC 05541805 

In the matter of the application of Scott Theodor 
Elsishans for change of name. The application of 
Scott Theodor Elsishans for change of name hav¬ 
ing been filed in Court, and it appearing from said 
application that Scott Theodor Elsishans has filed 
an application proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Nicholas Theodor Elsishans. Now 
therefore, it is hereby ordered, that all persons in¬ 
terested in said matter do appear before this Court 
in Department 218 on the 12th day of April, 2005 
at 9:00 am of said day to show cause why the ap¬ 
plication for change of name should not be granted. 
FEB. 17, 24, MAR. 3, 10 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282969-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Yvonne Frazier Consulting, 2330 48th Ave. #1 
San Francisco, Ca 94116. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Yvonne Frazier. 

The registrants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business name or 
names on N/A. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 2/15/05. 
FEB. 24 MAR. 3, 10, 17 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282934-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 

GPZ Electric, 434 9th St San Francisco, Ca 
94103. This business is conducted by a corpo¬ 
ration, signed James T. Duncan. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
1/13/00. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/14/05. 
FEB. 24 MAR. 3, 10, 17 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283012-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Christian Horan Photography, 478 Duboce 
Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94117. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
Christian Horan. The registrants) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 2/16/05. 

The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/16/05. 

FEB. 24 MAR. 3, 10, 17 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0282951-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Claire's Gourmet House, 3641 Balboa St. 

San Francisco, Ca. 94121. This business is 
conducted by a husband and wife, signed Jian 
Dong Tao. The registrants) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 2/15/00. 

FEB. 24 MAR. 3, 10, 17 2005 


STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #0280160 

The following person(s) have abandoned the use of 
the fictitious business name known as Gold Center 
& Imports located at 888 Brannan St # 152, 

San Francisco Ca 94103. This business was 
conducted by an individual signed Anoosh Kaspar- 
ian. The fictitious name was filed with the City 
and county of San Francisco, Ca on 10/21/04 
FEB. 24 MAR. 3, 10, 17 2005 


INSTRUCTION 


1 


All Levels • Individual Classes • 

MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415) 441 -2062 



with 

^native speaker from ^ 
South America 
^beginners to advanced^ 
w - customized - 


JOBS OFFERED 


,*r« * 


ARE you LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job getting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate,alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. 

Excellent pay and great benefits! * 

tfo-PPr.' 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life ■ 401 (k)» Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays « Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one 
year 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


^^^^^rJEmailj^^obs@adultsuj^eirsouirce^con^^^^ 





Desert AIDS Project 

Regional General Managers - 
Revivals Thrift Stores 

Exciting opportunity to work in a 
high-end re-sale environment. Seeking 
a creative and experienced multisite re¬ 
tail manager to take our operation to 
the next level. Responsible for all 
facets of operations. Salary with incen¬ 
tives can reach the upper-50’s. Excel¬ 
lent benefits that include limited 
evening hours and significant vacation 
package. 

Send resume to Desert AIDS Project, 
Attention: Human Resources, PO Box 
2890, Palm springs, CA 92263. 

Fax (760)-322-6378. 

Email - ssaenz@desertaidsproject.org. 


I w'WAv.PeruvianGoodies.com I 


Resident Manager for SOMA renovat¬ 
ed property, with shared bathrooms; 
1554 Howard/Van Ness, in exchanged 
for reduced rent plus commission. 

Fax resume to 415-775-8824. £ij 

AUTO DISPATCHER/SERVICE 

Assistant For Gay Owned SF Car 
Repair Shop. Computer, Mechanical 
& People Skills Required. Fax 
Resume to 415-777-2150 Or Call 
Paul At 415-777-9858. 

SALES REP 

Salary & Comm. Full time. 

Market staffing service to doctors, 
Alameda, Contra Costa Counties. 

Fax 925-687-0767 
or call: 925-687-5570 
MEDICAL STAFFING 
ASSOCIATES 

New Chesnut Street salon seeks 
stylist for Rent/Comm. 307-4383. Eg 

TECHNICIAN 

to do urine collections & alcohol 
testing. Position requires computer 
skills & driving a motorhome. 
Motorhome is suitable for fulltime 
living. Will train right person. FAX 
resume to 510-237-4255. Eo(j 

MAINTENANCE PERSON 

with experience in one or more of the 
following: plumbing, electrical, light 
carpentry, landscaping and pool 
maintenance. Position requires good 
communication and organization 
skills and the ability to work with out¬ 
side services and contractors. Med¬ 
ical and dental benefits included. Ac¬ 
cepting applications and resumes at 

THEWATERGARDEN 

A PRIVATE GAY MEN’S CLUB 

1010 The Alameda, San Jose, CA 
95126 408-275-1242 or email: 
wginc@pacbell.net Ask for Dave 


NOTICES 


“BOUND BUT NOT 
GAGGED” 

is the name of Mister Marcus's new 
book coming in Spring 2005. It has 
ALL the facts, figures, anecdotes and 
YES...dirt on the worldwide leather 
community. Don't miss it! 


mk 


ES 


Law Offices 

Alma Soongi Beck 

Wills, Living Trusts 
Estate Planning 
Domestic Partnership 
Planning 

Property Co-Ownership 
Issues 

Live-Together Agreement 

Seminar Facilitator for National Center for 
Lesbian Rights on Domestic Partnership Issues 
see www.heckesq.com for details 

101 Howard Street @ Spear 

(415) 642-9930 

Email alma@beckesq.com for info 



Law Offices 
Thomas G.Best 


400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Telephone: (415) 956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 
Trust Litigation 
Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlaw I @aol.com 


LAW OFFICES 
SHELLEYS. FEINBERG 

li2i 

Serving the g 
Flood Building 

870 Market SL 

Probate 

Wills and Living 

Trusts 

Estate Planning 

AB 2580 Property 
Rights Agreements 
FLAT FEE 

community since 1999 
ssfeinbergmsn.com 
415.421.1893 


Law and Mediation Solutions 

Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 

• Mediation {Business/Family) 

• Real Estate 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Preparation 

• Bankruptcy 

• Wills/Trusts 

• Co-Ownership issues 

15 yrs. experience 

Proud to serve the LGBT Community 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

mm m m m . (415)656-1968 


SERVICES 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 

BATHS • KITCHENS * CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIALISTS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 

STATE LIC. #430557 
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SERVICES 



TRICKEY STUDIO 

VOTED "BEST UPHOLSTERER" 2002 

UPHOLSTERY 
& DRAPERY 
415.864.6516 

SERVING SF FOR OVER 20 YEARS 



m 


si>- 




LAND 


HIGH INTEGRITY LANDSCAPING 415 269 6609 


Link Landscape Design 8 construction 


Creating Beautiful Gardens. 
Laui-naiateuauce. irrigation Sgstems. 
decks. Hot tuns, rentes. 

Jim Link #731605 'to)282-0288 



JO1 

* 


CRAWFORD 

LOCK SERVICE 

25 Years Experience • Est. 1986 


“The One To Pick” 



RockCrmuford RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AUTO 


CERTIFIED PRIMUS ONE CENTER 

CA Contr. Lie. # 554283 • CA Locksmith Lie. # LC02128 


415-621-0215 ap 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415 - 978-2463 


Portraits/Online Photos 

http://www.stevenunderhill.com 


Fernando Cleaning Services 


Hardworking Brazilian Guy 
• Houses • Offices • Buildings 

10 Years Experience • Great References 
(415) 567-6213 / (415) 571-7894 cell 
Call Free Estimates 


DIEGO 

Excellent housecleaner with great 
references. 415-378-7728. 


HOUSECLEANING 

Since 1979. Many original clients. 

All supplies and equipment. Richard. 
415-255-0389. E08 

PRUNE YOUR TREE 

Expert in pruning all varieties of 
trees & more. Please call 334-3334 E08 

Cleaning Professional, 17 yrs exp. 
Home or Office. Roger Miller 
(415) 664-0513 


Cleaning Professional 17 yrs exp. 
Home or Office ‘Roger Miller 
(415) 664-0513. 


British Bulldog 
Hardwood 
Flooring 

Free Estimates 
Refinish - Installation 
15 years experience 
Excellent references 
Residential 
& 

Commercial 

( 510 ) 834-1062 


^GOT*? 

PETS? 

PET SITTINGS, DOG WALKING 

FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTATION 
CHLL JEflNINE 
415 8G1-5381 isfi 


Christopher's House Cleaning 
8 yrs exp. Free Est. 370-4341 E08 

FLOWER ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars, parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5Pjy| 

We do the work so you don't have to... 

Wizard's Clean Team 

487-0114 

We get there and like magic, when we 
leave.Jt's clean! E08 



PLUMBING 


° New Construction 
0 Remodeling 
° Repairs 
° Replacements 

Tel: 415.786.1221 


UPKEEP 



caomsi 

PAINTING CO. 

• Commercial/Residential 

* Interior/Exterior 


Winter Special 
10% Off Interiors 


' Quality Craftsmanship 
1 Over 20 Yrs. Experience 



(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 

Gensteve@pacbell.net 

CA Lie. #786219 


NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 


llHtlTY ROOFIHG SINCE 1981 


Roofs of all fypes 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured PL & PD.State Uc# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


HANDYMAN JAMIE 

415-425-3692. Dependable Quality 
Carpentry Electrical Plumbing. 


Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs. Lie. Call 

WREN-621-1379 


Drywall/Plaster - Highest Quality 
New/Repair/Patch. Artistic Detail. 
Textures. $30/Hr. 995-4782 


UPKEEP 


Brookline 
Aries 
We 


Electric 

Old Houses 


CONDO CONVERSIONS 


( 415 ) 239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Japeters@pacbell.net 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



BAY ELECTRIC 


rPH |415) 563-5649] 


HR* 


timatesL 


Old Houses • Condo Conversions 
New Panels • Service Calls 
Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 



TOM SKIDMORE 415-279-2853 
• HANDIWORK • REPAIRS 
• SMALL PROJECTS • SMALL REMODELS 

REASONABLE RATES EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Installing: 

Custom Hydrponic Units 
Or 

Ready to Assembly Units 
Complete With: 

Lights, Timers , Fans 
Design your custom Garden 
Room today in your own Home 

CALL NOW 

(415) 252-8574 




INTERIORS ONLY 
COLOR CONSULTATION 


GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415 . 370.4849 

JPPCOMPANYeAOL.COM 




CARPENTRY 

ALL PHASES • DRY ROT 


( 415 ) 621-1379 

Wren 



■carpentry! 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■■■■■" 

■ Specializing in 

* Kitchens 

■ & Baths 

Interior ■ 

■ Remodeling m 

Crown & ■ 

Custom Trim ■ 

■ Windows & Doors * 

■ 

■ Impeccable References ^ 

J 1-415-505-2427 ■ 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 


PHILLIP JAMES 
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HAULING 


qCVAAB^ R^LOCA7/q 

^ (415) 621-5164 U ^S 

CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

★ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


LOU’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


Trash, Garage, Junk, Sofas, Padding, 
Carpet Removal, Appliances, 

Nail Strips, Large Truck 
Serving the Gay Community 






-\J JU 

•Hauling in general 


•Careful & Dependable 


650557-1543 


1 415310-4857 


* FAST 

**-415 665-0800 - ** 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer - Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


Castro Hauling 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Voel 282-2023 


TOM’S TRANSFER 

Entire household 
Removal Service 

Free On Site 
No-Oblication Estimate 

Tel: 415.902.2227 


2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. Louis 902-3229 

_£14 

Hauling, etc, 441-1054. Large Truck! 
Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cement 


IEEPqrt 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Prompt 

* Thorough 

* 14 Years Ixp 

■ 

Rick 415.821.1792 | 


Computer Help 


Affordable house calls for 
your PC needs by exp’d pro. 
Recorded info: (415) 820-3251 
web: www.jzk.info 
Cell: (415)431-6766 


Need PC help? , 




Experienced 

</ 

c 


Friendly ' 

-\ 

r 


Reasonable 

- 

s 


Ed: 415-282-0383 


x 



•^Comrau hie atTons 
Telephone & Computer Cabling 
Telephone & Voicemail Systems 
Intercom Systems • Video Surveillance Systems 
Business/Residence lnfDPallwired.net 

Uc. # 796389 Ph: 4G8-94D0 




11 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office g 
throughout the Bay Area. 


415 - 552-7909 

www.sf-remain.com 


WANTED: Someone to help me set 
up a web site. Leather oriented. Send 
your inquiry to HatchetQ@aol.com. E09 

PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. E09 


MOVERS 


s==a •■■■■■■■■in; 

PatRyan% 
Movimc & 
Storace 

Call for a free estimate 

415-871-8196 

• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

• Licensed & Insured 

Cal T *189509 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 




FREE ESTIMATES 




PACKING*MOVING* STORAGE 


415-821-4755 

WWW*JACKTRUX-COM 


b»ALS 


thepinksofa.com 



meet other SF lesbians 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


RICK GERHARTER 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Couples, Headshots, Events 
15 yrs experience. Dependable 
415-824-5300 rgerharter@igc.org 


COUNSELING 


DE 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 


(415) 431-3220 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 
Gay Men’s Therapy Groups 

• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression 

• Move beyond Fear & Grief 

• Become More Fully Alive 


Serving the Boy Area Since 1973 


415 . 987.9347 

CA License: PSY 19795 


Mark Jurek, PhD 

Licensed Psychologist 

Quality, Affordable Care for our Community. 


’ Free initial consultation ’ 


raylesta 


I THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 

I TRANSGENDER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
I ASSOCIATION OF THE BAY AREA 

f Gi 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888.869.4993 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to. 
quailed therapists throughout the 
toy Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 

CALIFORNIA'S OLDEST G/l/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available. 

wwwgaylesta.org 


Brief, 
solution- 
focused 
therapy and 
coaching 
for individuals 
and couples | 

Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSYl 8892) 

(415) 955-1975 
www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 



How you adjust to times of change 
impacts the future you create. 

Healing Heart Counseling 

• Death of a loved one 

• Illness or health issues 

• Relationship change or ending 

• Lifestyle / Self-identity 

• Career I Home transitions 

• Serving adults and children 

• Central SF & Marin /Affordable 

Ken Goodman, Lie. MFT 
#MFT36868 (415) 487-4313 


**** OVEREATING? **** 
Experienced, compassionate, 
effective therapy. 

ELLEN DEKKER,MFT, 
(415) 979-6830. 


MARCIA IRIS BAUM, LCSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

I Individual & Couple s ‘ ; 

NOE VALLEY, S.F. 

23 years Experience 
Ca. License LCS 9325 

| 415-824-0580 tt 

marciairisbaum@aof.com 


Walt Odets, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist PSY-12715 

Individual 
psychotherapy 
& couples counseling 
in the East Bay 


510 - 845-4628 

www.waltodets.com 



Mk. 7 

David Lai, Ph. D. 

Psychologist (PSY 17205) 

My approach fuses western science and 
eastern philosophy to help you with 
Depression, Anxiety, 

Drug Use, HIV. 

Individuals and Couples. 
Castro Office 
No Charge for First Consultation 
415-608-7092 
www.DrDavidLai.com 


Therapy for Individuals & Couples 
relationship & family issues • sexuality 
grief & loss ♦ life transitions ♦ depression 
lesbian/gay/queer concerns - addiction 
personal & spiritual growth 
help in articulating goals 



Don Mack, M.A., M.F.T.I. 
Depth-oriented. Conveniently located 
on Divisadero Street at California. 

Cali 415-820-9620 for a free consultation. 

Marriage & Family Therapist Intern #46243. 
Supervised by X. Mai Le, MFT #23656 


mm 


HIV+ AND FOOT PAIN? 

Are you HIV+ and your doctor has 
said you have pain in both feet from 
trouble with the nerves that run down 
to your legs? Interested in participat¬ 
ing in a UCSF drug trial? Must be 
over 18, stable HIV and good mental 
health. Call 415-502-5064 for details 

E08 


ms® 


W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

ks] Bill Lentini pm 

Si 415-252-7552 “ 1 

www.weltax.com 



lAY#lREAlfEPORTER 


CLASSIFIEDS ORDER FORM 


Indicate 
Type Style 
HereT 


X-BOLDs 


Regular Stops Here Y 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First fine, Regular 6.00 
All subsequent lines 4.00 
CAPS double price 
BOLD double price 
X-BOLD triple price 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


3-Digit Security Code 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Number of Issues 


Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 
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e spokesmodelsf 

6 new tv commercial? 










Crash course in new music 

11th annual ‘Other Minds Festival’ at 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Theater. 

page 36 


Imperials on parade 

‘On the Town with 
Donna Sachef reports. 

page 43 



Poetry in lock-up 

Early Williams prison 
drama at Theatre Rhino. 

page 31 



Arts&E 


BayAreaReporter 
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ast but not 

J .busL ie Oscars 

* — - - . 


Finale to film-awards 
season is always the best 

by Matthew Kennedy 


2004 


wasn’t a half-bad year at the movies. A 
few titles of real distinction emerged, 
j some Oscar-blessed, some not. Two 
beauties, Kinsey and Being Julia, were 
insulted with one nod each. The Aviator was overburdened with 11. 
Finding Neverland, Million Dollar Baby, Vera Drake, Hotel Rwanda — 
the year’s best were marked by unusually strong performances dedicat¬ 
ed to worthy subjects. Even so, we’re suffering from awards glut. Even 
with nominations moved up to January and awards moved to February, 
Oscar is the caboose of a very long train. It’s pulling the rear after di¬ 
rectors, producers, writers, and screen actors guilds, critics, Golden 
Globes, People’s Choice, festivals, and every columnist with an opinion 
chimed in with their picks. Even so, the banality of so many awards and 
so much punditry has failed to impact Oscar’s narcotic appeal. We de¬ 
vout stumble back every spring for our fix. Oscar is the big ticket, the 
movie prize of prizes. 

Best Supporting Actor: Boxing for the best 

Morgan Freeman of Million Dollar Baby has such gifts: that low, rich 
voice and downcast face have bettered dozens of movies. Now may be 
the time to thank him for being reliably good for so long. Thomas 
Haden Church of Sideways is easy to laugh at because director-screen¬ 
writer Alexander Payne draws him as a scabrous, Id-driven dork. Alan 
Alda’s bellicose senator in The Aviator isn’t a role that tested his well-es¬ 
tablished abilities to blow steam. Clive Owen as the miserable, damaged 
Larry in Closer offers a textbook study in how not to seduce. As the un¬ 
lucky hack of Collateral, Jamie Foxx has the advantage of playing the 

page 40 ► 


Silver and gold: 

The Academy of 
Friends Gala turns 25 

by Adam Sandel 

A s the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences hands out its 
prized gold statuettes on Sunday night, the Academy of Friends will 
celebrate 25 years of raising money for Bay Area HIV/AIDS organi¬ 
zations with its annual Oscar-night Gala. 

Several renowned designers and a small army of volunteers will transform 
the Fort Mason Festival Pavilion into a silver palace, ranging in styles from the 
decadent French opulence of King Louis XIV to a gleaming, industrial, fu¬ 
turistic world. 

“We’re one of the longest-running HIV/AIDS organizations in the coun¬ 
try,” says Gala Chair Jeff Van Leuven. “For our 25th anniversary, we wanted 
to do a party drenched in silver, and calling it Nuit d’Argent (‘Night of Silver’) 
seemed romantic.” 

An eight-year AOF veteran, Van Leuven has served on the Board for six 
years, and this is his third year as Gala Production Chair. “I have a very for¬ 
tunate role being the hub of communication, and in my third year, the learn¬ 
ing curve has gone away, so I really enjoy it,” he says. “The month before is 
such a crunch time, but when the Gala actually happens, you don’t want it to 
end.” 

In its 25 years, the organization (which was started by Kyle Ozier as a small 
Oscar party with friends) has raised $5 million for more than 60 organiza¬ 
tions. In honor of the silver anniversary, 150 emeritus board members have 
been invited, and AOF founder Ozier and Nancy Pelosi have been named 
Honorary Gala Chairs. 

As guests enter the Pavilion, they will pass through the opulent French 
designs of Gregg Gordon Solem, who is in his second year on the AOF Board 
and Gala Production Committee. 

Solem enjoys the challenge of coordinating with the other volunteer de¬ 
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We hear gay Americans singing 


At the Statehouse, the White House, Bart's house, and our house 


by Roberto Friedman 


f hat a past few weeks it’s 
been to be a gay Ameri¬ 
can! Apparently, all you 
need to get press-credentialed into 
the White House briefing room 
these days is a display ad and hot 
pic on Hotmilitarystud.com. How 
else to explain how “Jeff Gan¬ 
non” was ushered into the 
White House press corps? 

The conservative wire- 
service he supposedly 
wrote for, “Talon” (a 
play of words on 
Salon?) doesn’t really 
exist. “AKA Gannon” 

(real name, James 
Guckert), exposed as a 
GOP operative, was 
only there to lob 
softball questions 
at Bushies. We 
guess whoever vetted his press 
pass liked the piquant way he 
posed in the nude for sites like 
Militaryescorts.com. 

So Guckert could attend all the 
power press conferences he want¬ 
ed — when he wasn’t busy on an 
outcall. The Administration does¬ 
n’t much care for gays in the mili¬ 
tary, but gays in the military-fetish 
scene are apparently A-OK. A-OK, 
what? A-OK, sir! 

Gays are everywhere in the 
media, from Marge s sis, Patty 
Bouvier, coming out on The 
Simpsons, to the hot gay gardener 
on Desperate Housewives (see 
yummy below). 

Newly-minted cutiepie celeb 
Maya Marcel-Keyes, 19-year- 



old daughter of conservative pun¬ 
dit Alan Keyes, made her debut 
appearance as a gay activist at a 
Valentine Day’s rally in front of 
the Maryland State House in 
quaint old Annapolis, MD. 

Only last summer, Marcel- 
Keyes’ father, his carpetbagging 
campaign for Illinois Senate seat 
crashing and burning, called Vice 
President Dick Cheney’s lesbian 
daughter “a sinner,” and 
said homosexuality was 
“selfish hedonism.” 
Marcel-Keyes re¬ 
vealed her parents 
have thrown her out 
of the house, stopped 
speaking to her, and re¬ 
fused to pay for college, 
all because she is gay. 
Good, old-fashT 
ioned family val¬ 
ues, we guess. 

And as far as be¬ 
leaguered pop star Michael Jack- 
son allegedly bleaching his penis 
until it resembled a stripey bar¬ 
ber’s pole, as per the 1,903-page 
Jackson trial indictment leaked 
last week to The Smoking Gun, 
Out There is not going to touch 
that item with a 10-foot, non- 
stripey fishin’ pole. 

But who says playing gay is not 
a good career move? Desperate 
Housewives fans will have noticed 
a familar face (and more) in 
Gabrielle’s hot new gardener, 
who tearfully begs to fuck her be¬ 
cause he thinks he’s gay, then is 
seen romping naked in the pool 
with Bree’s teen son. It’s none 
other than dreamy Ryan Carnes, 
who was discovered in the gay 



Marge Simpson's sister Patty Bouvier (right) came out last Sunday. 




Desperate for Ryan Carnes. 


indie flick Eating Out (preeming 
at the Castro March 18.) Those 
with certain tastes can feast on 
young Ryan’s family jewels and 
tasty buns as he goes full-frontal 
and does the dirty dog. Can’t see 
that on TV, and OT says it sounds 
most appetizing! 


Get out! 


THE NEW CONSERVATORY THEATRE CENTER 


A Smash Hit in L.A. 
COMING SOON! 


Held Over Thru March 6 


Miss Coco Peru is II n rri hn 

UNDAUNTED ^|dillll|t| 



Runs Through March 6 

rescue and 


recovery 


a comedy by Steve Murray 


directed by 

Christopher jenbins 


contains 

male 

nudity 



ij You Gotta Have Heart, a special evening to benefit Richard ‘Scrumbly’ Koldewyn 

f featuring Connie Champagne, Spencer Day, Arturo Galster, Meg Mackay and many 
l others. Monday, February 28 at 6:30. Visit our website for more details. 


Tnr Pew Charitam. 


s<$> 
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25 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco • (415) 861-8972 
visit us online at www.nctcsf.org 


Dear Out There, Why aren’t 
you going to opening parties, 
scoping out who was there and 
what they were wearing, stamped¬ 
ing the buffet table, overdrinking 
and leaving your overcoat behind, 
then reporting on the festivities in 
clever boldface items? Seems not 
that long ago you were into your 
“gin period,” when a bartender 
could stick an olive in you and call 
you Martino. Always thought of 
ya as a Professional Party Person, 
but now I dunno. Signed, Celeb- 
Seeking Reader. 

Dear CSR, It’s true, there was a 
time when we were ever-so re¬ 
sponsive to the generous impulses 
of village publicists, who really are 
quite sweet about inviting us to 
theater openings, musicales and 
the best entertainments in town. 
It’s only right that OT should at¬ 
tend what we can when we can, in 
the interests of being the best-in- 
formed section editors we can be. 
Of course, we all know there are 
some devoted columnists around 
who will go to the opening of an 
envelope, and bless their hardy 
souls! 

But there comes a day, CSR, 
after weeks of opening nights, 
when all one wants to do is sit on 
a bench in Golden Gate Park and 
watch the model yachts at race in 
the pond. “Hey sailor, wanna see 
our press clippings?” Or just have 
a cup of tea with lemon, tuck into 
beddy-by early with a rollicking 
good literary novel. 

Who are we kidding, we’re 
more out than in. But it was sure 
fun to be out as someone else’s 
“plus-one” for a change when 
BAR columnist John F. Karr in¬ 
vited us along to the opening 
night of Lisa Kron’s Well for ACT 
at the Geary Theatre. Why? 1) Be¬ 
cause he is so Karrismatic, and 2) 
because of his deep roots in the 
city’s theater soil, we knew being 
out and about with him would be 
quite the social whirl. 

Whirl we did. At the cast’s af¬ 
terparty in the SF Hilton’s glam¬ 
orous top-room in the sky 
Cityscape, we hatched the plan of 
grabbing a table by the floor-to- 
ceiling windows with the wrap¬ 
around view, and letting the stars 
of stage and scream come to us. It 
was a strategy with pay-off, in¬ 
cluding a visit from Obie Award¬ 
winning actress Jayne 
Houdyshell. So nice to see her 
glammed up in chic fashion and 
makeup after her utterly convinc¬ 
ing turn as Kron’s dowdy, dumpy 
“mother.” She’s already onstage, 
“asleep” in her easy chair, before 


the play begins, which Houdyshell 
told us was difficult to do, go from 
such a sleepy position to full-on 
performance, and necessitates a 
pre-show nap so she doesn’t fall 
asleep in the chair! 

But which dapper acting Rapp 
brother was seen busily scribbling 
away in a notepad like a real soci¬ 
ety reporter, Anthony or Adam, 
while getting sound-bites a-plen¬ 
ty? Not the one who did the one- 
Rapp show, the Rent Rapp, we 
think that Rapp’s Anthony. See 
how rusty we are at all this? Rapp, 
we bet in contrast, was hot on the 
trail. 

But show-biz can be an edify¬ 
ing beat, that’s this week’s lesson. 
A few nights after the Well open¬ 
ing, writer/performer Tim Miller 
presented original-cast albums of 
Broadway musicals as his salva¬ 
tion when he was a young queer 
boy, in his powerful Us at the 
YBCA Forum. “Who needs Marx 
and Engels when you have 
Rodgers and Hammerstein?” he 
asked, we think rhetorically. At 
last, some boldface names with 
punch. 


Makes scents 

They called him Flipper: “Ho¬ 
mosexual Dolphin Has Highly 
Developed Sense of Gay-Nar,” in¬ 
forms The Onion. 

Correction of the week, from 
last Saturday’s New York Times: 
“An article yesterday about a 
judge’s order halting New York 
State’s denial of driver’s licenses 
for noncitizens who lack Social 
Security cards misstated the sur¬ 
name of the judge. She is Karen 
S. Smith, an acting justice of the 
State Supreme Court, not Karen 
Black.” Rats, and we were going to 
ask her to sing a few numbers 
from Nashville! 

Second best correction, from 
last Sunday’s Times: “An article on 
Feb. 13 about a family vacation in 
the South Beach area of Miami 
Beach misspelled the name of a 
musician whose songs were per¬ 
formed in a restaurant. He is 
Jimmy Buffett, not Buffet.” But 
it was all-you-can-eat. 



Cumming wants to spray you. 


Finally, in case you want to 
know the true cost of cumming, 
these day’s it’s exactly $69. 
That’s what “Cumming, the Fra¬ 
grance” eau de toilette in a 3.4 
oz.-spray bottle retails for on 
beautyhabit.com. It’s the new 
scent marketed by brilliant bi¬ 
sexual actor Alan Cumming. If 
you need the complete works, 
there’s also “Cumming All Over” 
moisturizer and “Cumming 
Clean” body wash. We don’t 
know why, but we feel like we 
need to go home and take a 
shower now. 

RIP Sandra Dee, John Raitt, 
Hunter S. Thompson. Who will 

be left to fight the forces of evil? Y 
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Prison scandal in early Williams drama 

'Not About Nightingales' set in the lock-up at Theatre Rhinoceros 



Supported by 


04/05 


Trisha Brown Dance Company 

Fri & Sat, Feb 25 & 26, 8 pm 
Zellerbach Hail $26, $36, $48 

“Many young choreographers consider Trisha the 
gold standard for intelligent, impassioned movement 
invention.’’ — The New York Times 

Trisha Brown’s maverick brand of movement “embodies 
what is truly extraordinary about modern dance” (Time 
Out New York). She is known worldwide for her unique 
ability to infuse rigorous formal elegance with eccentricity, 
wit, and lyricism. 

Program: Trisha Brown/ Present Tense, set to John 
Cage’s Pieces for Prepared Piano; Set & Reset, set 
decor bv Robert Rauschenberg, score by Laurie 
Anderson; Groove & Countermove, set to original 
score by Dave Douglas 


by Richard Dodds 


hen we feel empathy, it is 
very often a patch job. 
That may well be the nub 
of Lisa Kron’s message in Well, her 
thoughtful and entertaining play 
at the Geary Theatre. 

“Judaism, you know, is viewed 
in the Midwest as a kind of acces¬ 
sory that you can wear on top of 
your Christianity,” says Kron, who 
was a rare Jew in her Michigan 
neighborhood. 

Kron’s mother, until she spent 
a summer as a teen living with a 
black family in the segregated 
South, thought that “being black 
was just like being white, only you 
were also black.” 

And then there’s the matter of 
health. At an allergy unit, Kron 
meets a chronically ill patient who 
says, “People who are healthy 
think they know how you could 
get better because when they 
imagine what their life is like, they 
imagine having your sickness on 
top of their health.” 

Kron’s mother happens to be 
one of those sick people, and as we 
enter the theater she is already en¬ 
sconced in the recliner where she 
spends most of her days. Ann 
Kron invokes a catchall diagnosis 
of “allergies” to explain her mal¬ 
adies, and, as a girl, Lisa was well 
on her way to a life of similar dis¬ 
ability. When she finds herself 
cured after moving away, it sets up 
a conflict that finds its showdown 
in the course of the play. 

But Well, seen off-Broadway 
last year, isn’t any ordinary play. 


Plays ‘Well’ with others 

Lisa Kron & co. thrive at the Geary 


CIRCO 

ZER< 


intimate spectacular circus 


by Richard Dodds 


he chronological distance 
between Not About Nightin¬ 
gales and The Glass 
Menagerie is only six years, but it 
might as well be 60 or 600 as far as 
playwriting style is concerned. 
Loud, angry, brutal, and spiked 
with social outrage, Nightingales 
would be unrecognizable as a Ten¬ 
nessee Williams play except for 
the poetic strands that still emerge 
even in the harsh prison sur¬ 
roundings. 

When the sounds of a dance 
band aboard a passing tourboat 
filter into the island prison, and 
the warden’s secretary and a 
trustee can fleetingly respond, we 
could be in the Wingfield apart¬ 
ment in The Glass Menagerie, 
where sounds from the Paradise 
Dance Hall provide Laura and the 
Gentleman Caller the background 
music for their brief dance. 

Williams wrote Nightingales 
in 1938, and when plans to pro¬ 
duce it fell apart, it remained un¬ 
seen until 1998, when Vanessa 
Redgrave helped spur a London 
production that was followed by 
its Broadway premiere the fol¬ 
lowing year. In New York, the 
play was extravagantly produced 
on the vast, in-the-round stage of 
Circle in the Square, so it was 
something of a surprise when 
Theatre Rhino announced it 
would be presenting it in its 
cramped Studio space. 


There is another surprise when 
you enter the Studio, which has 
been stripped back to its walls to 
create a playing space in the mid¬ 
dle of the room around which the 
audience now is seated. With its 
low ceiling and exposed pipes, not 
to mention a musty odor, the Stu¬ 
dio turns out to be an ideal place 
for this compact, atmospheric 
production of Nightingales. 

Williams based his play on an 
actual prison scandal in which 
several inmates perished while 
being punished in a heat chamber 
for staging a hunger strike. In the 
play, between scenes of prisoners 
conspiring to protest the monot¬ 
ony of the food, we watch as the 
young secretary and the privileged 
prisoner sneak moments of affec¬ 
tion when the sadistic, corrupt 
warden is away. 

Director John Fisher, who 
plays- the warden with a scary 
mania, doesn’t let the small space 
hamper a swashbuckling intensi¬ 
ty. Only in the second act, in re¬ 
peated scenes of prisoners locked 
in the furnace room dubbed 
Klondike, does the production 
begin to falter. There’s not a lot of 
dramatic variation available in 
characters writhing in agony as 
steam pours from vents built into 
the floor of Erik Flatmo’s set. 

The large cast is confidently in 
step with Fisher’s approach, in¬ 
cluding Peter Caslavska as the sen¬ 
sitive trustee, Cheree A. Sager as 
the not-so-na'ive secretary, David 
Bicha as the prisoners’ angry 


The cast of Nightingales under the low ceiling and exposed pipes in Theatre Rhino's stripped-back Studio space. 


Kron cedes audience affection to her 


Kron, a member of the Five Les¬ 
bian Brothers, is best known for 
her solo dramas. In Well, she al¬ 
lows other characters on stage 
with her, and in a wonderful coup 
de theatre, she finds that she can’t 
control them. Even her mother 
undermines the theatrical con¬ 
ventions that Kron has always de¬ 
pended upon to tell her stories. 

Kron is a sharp, confident per¬ 
former, but she cedes the audi¬ 
ence’s affection to her mother, es¬ 
pecially as embodied by the ef¬ 
fortlessly charismatic Jayne 
Houdyshell. Despite her physical 
miseries, we find that Ann Kron as 
a community organizer was able 


Thu-Sun 8pm 

Feb 24-Mar 6 


Dance Mission Theater 

3316-24th St. @ Mission 


$15 Tix: 415-273-4633 

Thursdays Pay-what-you-can 

www.circozero.org 


leader, Floriana Alessandria as a 
romantic apparition, Paul A. 
Hammonds as a sissy prisoner 
dubbed the Queen, and Philip 
Jones, who gives heart to an ar¬ 
chetypical black character of the 
era. 

This West Coast premiere of 
Not About Nightingales provides a 
theatrical experience that will not 
soon be duplicated. Just about 
everyone has a ringside seat to 
this dramatic dam-burst of a play. 
T 


Not About Nightingales will run 
in the Studio at Theatre Rhino 
through March 13. Tickets are 
$15 - $25. Call 861-5079 or go 
to therhino.org. 


mother, played by Jayne Houdyshell. 


to help “heal” her Lansing neigh¬ 
borhood when threatened with 
racial division. 

A quartet of actors perform a va¬ 
riety of other characters in flash¬ 
backs, but they grow weary of 
Kron’s slipping control over her 
memories, and stage a rebellion. 
Even Houdyshell eventually aban¬ 
dons her role, leaving Kron alone on 
stage as she finally comes to grip 
with the egotism of her empathy. T 


Well will run at the Geary 
Theatre through March 13. 
Tickets are $15-$68. Call 749- 
2228 or go to act-sf.org. 


Charge by Phone 
510.642.9988 

10 am - 5:30 pm, Tue-Fri 
1 pm - 5 pm, Sat-Sun 

Season Sponsors: 


Ticket Office 
Zellerbach Hall 

UC Berkeley Campus 
10 am - 5:30 pm, Tue-Fri 
1pm - 5 pm, Sat-Sun 


jsan jjfrnnasro QJjronirlr lie/. I Tore I 


Order Online 
calperfs.berkeley.edu 


Groups of 10 or more save 15% 
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Why not take all of her? 


Veronica Klaus offers 'Family Jewels' 


Once more with feeling 

Mahler songs refined by fire, out on CD 


by Tim Pfaff 


: othing in Pierre Boulez’s 
Mahler cycle so far has 
been as illuminating and 
beautiful as his new CD of the or¬ 
chestral Lieder (DG), part of a 
package of CDs recognizing the 
gay maestro’s 80th birthday. For a 
conductor who, in his first 40 
years, wouldn’t have seemed a nat¬ 
ural for Mahler, Boulez in the sec¬ 
ond half of life has turned into 
one of the greatest of Mahlerians. 

What’s bridged the gap is the 
ever-young but increasingly wise 
revolutionary impulse in the 
French composer-conductor. The 
former firebrand, whose effect on 
everything he touched felt cauter¬ 
izing (when it “felt” at all), has 
turned his refining fire toward a 
sonic scouring of the composer’s 
dense scores, with feeling. Like the 
cleaning of old canvases, the clar¬ 
ification of colors and textures 
that has characterized his Mahler 
has been startling in its scrupu¬ 
lous homage to a fellow compos¬ 
er-conductor (a long, deep French 
tradition). Boulez leaves no doubt 
that what he “reveals” has been 
there on the page all along. 

Nowhere has this been more 
evident than in these perfor¬ 
mances with the Vienna Philhar¬ 
monic and Thomas Quasthoff 
(Lieder eines fahrenden Gesellen), 


Violeta Urmana ( Ruckert Lieder ), 
and Anne Sofie von Otter ( Kinder- 
totenlieder ). The singing can hold 
its own with any in the rich 
recorded history of these songs, 
though none of it will make you 
turn your back on old favorites. 
The condu ting i id playing, on 
the other hand, are simply unpar¬ 
alleled. You haven’t really heard 
everything these songs contain 
until you’ve experienced this CD. 

Miraculously, Boulez never 
eclipses his singers. Still, on first 
listening, be prepared to be dis¬ 
tracted from their remarkable 
work by details in the score that 
have never before emerged with 
such pungency, character, and 
purpose, while also seeming ex¬ 
actly right in proportion and 
sonic perspective. Flardly a mea¬ 
sure, never a phrase, goes by with¬ 
out an inner, distant, or previous¬ 
ly obscured instrumental sonori¬ 
ty breaking in on your attention. 


There’s little point in counting 
the ways. To resort to LP language, 
drop the needle anywhere and 
brace yourself for amazement. 
The Vienna musicians, who have 
this music encoded in their DNA, 
must have loved making this 
recording, or so at least it sounds. 

Multiple recordings of these 
songs by the likes of Janet Baker 
and Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau 
haven’t left as much unexplored in 
the vocal lines. But those singers’ 
legacies have not inhibited Boulez’s 
soloists from giving performances 
of interpretive acuity, keen individ¬ 
uality and emotional depth, the last 
the sine qua non of these cycles. 

From the standpoint of sheer 
sound, the most striking of the 
performances comes from mezzo- 
turned-soprano Urmana, whose 
bright, penetrating timbre comes 
as a surprise in songs associated 
with lower male and female voic¬ 
es. Still, the sheer conviction of 
her renditions of the Ruckert 
Lieder, the finest of the cycles, 
makes the splendors of her vocal 
production decidedly secondary 
to her subtle interpretations. 

Although he has his work cut 
out for himself competing with 
the ghostly cellos in “Ich hab’ ein 
gliihend Messer,” say nothing of 
the long shadow of Fischer- 
Dieskau’s numerous recordings of 
the Lieder eines fahrenden 
next page ► 


by Richard Dodds 


here’s a fine line between 
1 natural and real, Veronica 
Klaus tells us, and Family 
Jewels is her account of the jour¬ 
ney across it. Though no longer 
encased in the body that nature 
provided, Klaus nevertheless feels 
more real thanks to surgical inter- 


Klaus reinvented herself as a self-styled chanteuse, pardon our French. 


tions. At times, cliches can take 
over (“Home isn’t always a place. 
It’s a feeling”), but the piece can 
also acknowledge when this is 
happening (“Places for the requi¬ 
site teenage-angst scene,” says an 
offstage voice). 

The “be yourself” message of 
the show is nothing new, but it 
feels richer when the journey to 
get there requires measures most 


of us never have to contemplate. 
Klaus acknowledges this. “We are 
all unique,” she says. “Even the 
bland people.” ▼ 


Family Jewels: The Making of 
Veronica Klaus will run at the 
Exit Theatre through March 12. 
Tickets are $20. Call 820-1565 
or go to steinbeckpresents.org. 


vention. 

But she still has a big instru¬ 
ment. Near the end of her one- 
woman show at the Ex-it Theatre, 
Klaus hauls out a tuba, which the 
boy of her past once played back in 
Indiana, to honk out a refrain of 
“All of Me.” It’s a delicious mo¬ 
ment that is at once incongruous, 
absurd, sweet, and somehow per¬ 
fect. 


In fact, this kind of invention 
runs throughout the two-act play 
that Klaus co-authored with direc¬ 
tor Jeffrey Hartgraves and is pro¬ 
duced by SteinBeck Presents. It’s 
also the way the show, subtitled 
The Making of Veronica Klaus, con¬ 
tinually rights itself when teetering 
on the brink of teary bathos or 
raunchy burlesque. It may be just a 
sound cue, a prop, or a light change 
that brings us back from the edge. 

For those not quite sure who 
Veronica Klaus is, a Vegas-style 
announcer opens the show with 
names of the venues the chanteuse 
has performed and awards she has 
won in the Bay Area. “It’s a small 
pond,” Klaus says upon arriving 
on Topher Busenberg’s attractive¬ 
ly cluttered set, “but you have to 
admit I’m a big fish.” 

And for those unsure what 
“chanteuse” means, she explains, 
“It’s French for ‘singin’ lady.’” 

Klaus is indeed a legitimate 
singer, with a small but evocative 
voice used here mainly to provide 
her life history with bittersweet 
accents. Janis Ian, Joni Mitchell, 
Leon Russell, and Nina Simone 
are among the unexpected musi¬ 
cal sources, and Klaus also pro¬ 
vides several effective ballads of 
her own creation. 

The story, when not on a 
curlicue detour, basically takes a 
chronological approach to Klaus’s 
journey that began in rural Indi¬ 
ana. “I won’t tell you my real 
name,” she says. “That other per¬ 
son is more of the illusion.” 

There are both predictable and 
unexpected adventures, including 
a dreaded stepmother, a stint as a 
puppeteer with a Christian evan¬ 
gelical group, and finally The Op¬ 
eration and its various ramifica- 


The hideaway you ’re looking for 

Dinner & Weekend Brunch 4123 24 th St at Castro 
285-5598 call for hours 


Portraits 
Online Photos 

Steven Underhill 
Photography 

415 . 978.2463 

stevenunderhill.com 
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Test your Oscar gaydar 

Play our Academy Awards trivia quiz 


by Tavo Amador 


M y wonderful straight 
cousin Bob refers to the 
Academy Awards ceremo¬ 
ny as the “Gay Super Bowl,” and 
he’s right. Professional sports 
aren’t the only areas ripe for triv¬ 
ia, however. So test your gaydar by 
answering these 50 (plus one) 
Oscar questions. [Answers next 
week.] 

1. Who was the first to win three 
acting Oscars? 

2. Who has the most acting Os¬ 
cars? 

3. Who has the most Best Actress 
nominations? 

4. Who has the most losing Best 
Actress nominations? 

5. Who has the most acting nom¬ 
inations? 

6. Who have the most Best Actor 
nominations? 

7. Who has the most losing Best 
Actor nominations? 

8. Who are the only sisters to have 
won a Best Actress Oscar? 

9. Who are the only brother and 
sister to have won acting Oscars? 

10. Who among the following did 
not win an Oscar for his/her debut 
film: a) Julie Andrews, b) Barbra 
Streisand, c) Audrey Hepburn, d) 
Ben Kingsley, e) Shirley Booth. 

11. Which women have won the 
Best Supporting Actress Oscar 
twice? 

12. Which of the following musi¬ 
cals did not win the Best Picture 
Oscar? a) West Side Story, b) 
Cabaret, c) The Broadway Melody, 
d) Oliver! e) Gigi. 

13. Name the Best Picture Oscar- 
winner that received only one 
nomination — for Best Film. 

14. What role did Bette Davis turn 
down that won another actress the 
Oscar? 

15. Who among the following 
does not have an Oscar for acting: 
a) Warren Beatty, b) Spencer 
Tracy, c) Marlon Brando, d) Lau¬ 
rence Olivier, e) Robin Williams. 

16. Which actress has starred in 
the most Best Picture Oscar win¬ 
ners? 

17. Which actor has starred in the 
most Best Picture Oscar winners? 

18. Who among the following has 


two Best Actor Oscars: a) John 
Travolta, b) Jude Law, c) Frederic 
March, d) Paul Newman, e) Peter 
O’Toole. 

19. Name the three films to have 
won Best Picture, Best Director, 
Best Actor, Best Actress, and Best 
Writing Oscars. 

20. Which films produced the 
most acting winners? 

21. Which American dramatist 
created the most Oscar-winning 
and Oscar-nominated roles? 

22. Who has won the most Best 
Director Oscars? 

23. Who has the most Best Direc¬ 
tor Oscar nominations? 

24. How many Best Director Os¬ 
cars did Alfred Hitchcock win? 

25. Which actress among the fol¬ 
lowing has the most acting Os¬ 
cars: a) Meryl Streep, b) Barbra 
Streisand, c) Ingrid Bergman, d) 
Glenn Close, e) Nicole Kidman. 

26. Who among the following 
does not have two acting Oscars: 

a) Anthony Quinn, b) Laurence 
Olivier, c) Michael Caine, d) Mar¬ 
lon Brando, e) Dustin Hoffman. 

27. Who among the following 
does not have two acting Oscars: 
a) Vivien Leigh, b) Maggie Smith, 
c) Jane Fonda, d) Glenda Jackson, 
e) Diane Keaton. 

28. Who won two consecutive 
writing and directing Oscars? 

29. For which of the following 
films was Elizabeth Taylor not 
nominated for Best Actress: a) A 
Place in the Sun, b) Raintree Coun¬ 
ty, c) Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, d) 
Suddenly, Last Summer, e) Butter¬ 
field 8, f) Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? 

30. How many acting nomina¬ 
tions does Julia Roberts have? 

31. How many acting nomina¬ 
tions does Jude Law have? 

32. Which films have received the 
most nominations? 

33. Which films have won the 
most Oscars? 

34. Who won the Best Actress 
Award in 1950: a) Anne Baxter for 
All About Eve, b) Bette Davis for 
All About Eve, c) Judy Holliday for 
Born Yesterday, d) Eleanor Parker 
for Caged, e) Gloria Swanson for 
Sunset Boulevard. 

35. Who was the first to win two 
Best Actor Awards? 


36. For which film did Tom Hanks 
not win an Oscar? a) Philadelphia, 

b) Forrest Gump, c) Saving Private 
Ryan. 

37. For which film was Joan Craw¬ 
ford not nominated for Best Ac¬ 
tress? a) Mildred Pierce, b) Pos¬ 
sessed, c) Sudden Fear, d) Whatev¬ 
er Happened to Baby Jane? 

38. Which two-time Best Actress 
winners won the only times they 
were nominated? 

39. Who among the following was 
never nominated for an acting 
Oscar: a) Cary Grant, b) Matt 
Damon, c) Edward G. Robinson, 
d) John Wayne, e) Gary Cooper. 

40. Who won an Oscar in an all¬ 
singing/dancing role? 

41. How many Oscars does Paul 
Newman have? 

42. Which of these famous cou¬ 
ples does not have both a male 
and female acting winner: a) Paul 
Newman and Joanne Woodward, 

b) Elizabeth Taylor and Richard 
Burton, c) Laurence Olivier and 
Vivien Leigh, d) Michael Douglas 
and Catherine Zeta-Jones. 

43. Who was the first to win a Best 
Actor Oscar for playing an openly 
gay character? 

44. Who among the following 
never won a Best Actress Oscar? a) 
Ginger Rogers, b) Greta Garbo, c) 
Jane Wyman, d) Julia Roberts, e) 
Frances McDormand. 

45. Who among the following 
never won a Best Actor Oscar? a) 
Ernest Borgnine, b) Kevin Spacey, 

c) Montgomery Clift, d) Rod 
Steiger, e) Michael Douglas. 

46. For which film did Clark 
Gable win Best Actor? a) It Hap¬ 
pened One Night, b) Mutiny on the 
Bounty, c) Gone With the Wind, d) 
A King and Four Queens, e) The 
Misfits. 

47. Name the fathers and daugh¬ 
ters with acting Oscars. 

48. Which Oscar-winning director 
guided his father and his daughter 
to acting wins? 

49. Which African Americans have 
won acting Oscars? 

50. Which Hispanics have won 
acting Oscars? 

Bonus question: 

51. This year’s Oscar ceremony 
will be broadcast on February 27, 
the birthday of which three-time 
winner? ▼ 


Mahler songs 

A previous page 

Gesellen, Quasthoff triumphs by 
deploying a rich palette of vocal 
colors and techniques (some ap¬ 
proaching whispered speech). 
Like Bryn Terfel, he can lend a dif¬ 
ferent cast to every syllable of a 
song and still make it emerge a 
fully integrated, expressive, natur¬ 
al-sounding whole. From both 
singer and orchestra, “Die zwei 
blauen Augen” offers a bittersweet 
of blend of jauntiness and the 
foreboding of love gone sour. 

Von Otter’s light mezzo was 
better suited to her recording of 
Ravel’s Shtherazade with Boulez, 
but her way with words more than 
compensates in the desolate 
strains of the Kindertotenlieder. 
Her pointed readings draw you 



deep into these tragic songs. 

In the right hands, literally, the 
piano-vocal versions of these songs 
can be as effective as their orches¬ 
trated counterparts. As only the 
supreme example, Fischer- 
Dieskau’s 1971 recording, with 
Leonard Bernstein at the piano, is 
one you have to have been doing 
your emotional push-ups to en¬ 
dure. Unfortunately, in the shadow 


of Boulez’s CD, baritone Stephan 
Genz’s new Mahler Songs (Hyperi¬ 
on), with pianist Roger Vignoles, re¬ 
leased almost simultaneously, pales. 

The problem is only partially 
Genz, who gives thoughtful ac¬ 
counts of the same cycles as well 
as seven songs from the early 
Lieder und Gesange. His velvety 
voice lacks the requisite expressive 
range, and it often succumbs to 
coarseness and unsteadiness at the 
top of the range. Still, his is an 
earnest stab at the material. 

Vignoles — characteristically, 
if you ask me — undermines a 
singer already in trouble at every 
turn. He’s too savvy a pianist to try 
to mimic Mahler’s orchestra (nor 
could he). Even so, his attention¬ 
stealing accompaniments are, al¬ 
ternately, drab, overwrought, or 
outright wacky, and they tear the 
songs to shreds. T 


pocket 

*opera 
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Pocket Opera presents Lehar's 

The Merry Widow 

Directed by Debra Lambert 

Starring: Jane Hammett, Fabienne Wood, 
Patrick Leveque 

In the English translation by Donald Pippin. 

Sunday, February 27, 2005, 2 pm: 

USF Presentation Theater, 2350 Turk (at Masonic), SF 

Sunday, March 6, 2005, 2 pm: 

Florence Gould Theater, Palace of the Legion of Honor, SF 


Tickets $15 to $30. 

For more info, call (415) 972-8934 or go to 
www.pocketoDera.ora 
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Hilary Swank and Morgan Freeman, award-worthy in Million Dollar Baby 


Oscar race 

M Arts cover 

only role in that repellent movie 
with a tincture of humanity. I’m 
betting Freeman wins for his sage 
gym-rat, with extra votes scored 
for sentimentality. 

Best Supporting Actress: 
Home of the wild card 

Virginia Madsen of Sideways 
has a lovely and relaxed camera 
presence, though her character’s 
interest in a lumpy self-loathing 
wine snob is pure straight-white- 
male wish-fulfillment. Cate 
Blanchett as Katharine Hepburn is 
a welcome sight in The Aviator, if 
only because she gives this biopic 
its most spirited attempt at 
celebrity mimicry. Laura Linney: 
also welcome in Kinsey as the wife 
coping with her husband’s physi¬ 
cal and intellectual amplitudes. 
Sophie Okonedo of Hotel Rwanda 
brings dignity to a role that is 
based entirely on reactions. Natal¬ 
ie Portman, mother to Princess 
Leia, plays a trash-talking stripper 
in Mike Nichols’ Closer. Such 
counterintuitive casting has the 
bald-faced grasp for respect that 
got Ann-Margret an Oscar nomi¬ 
nation for Nichols’ Carnal Knowl¬ 
edge 34 years ago. 

Best Actor: 

Everybody loves Ray 

The exquisite Finding Never- 
land isn’t a Johnny Depp movie, 
but rather a movie with Johnny 
Depp in it. That makes all the dif¬ 
ference for those of us who wince 
at fey pirates. Leonard DiCaprio is 
all wrong as industrialist-film pro¬ 
ducer-dean freak Howard Hughes 
in The Aviator. Hughes was a neu¬ 
rotic rapscallion with killer good 


Leo DiCaprio in The Aviator 


looks. Colin Farrell, Jeremy 
Northam, Clive Owen, Rufus 
Sewell maybe: but DiCaprio? At 
30, he looks barely ready for the 
junior prom. Don Cheadle, who 
has contributed terrific support¬ 
ing turns in everything from Boo¬ 
gie Nights to Traffic to Out of Sight, 
now skillfully carries the weight of 
a leading role in the distressing 
Hotel Rwanda. Clint Eastwood, his 
voice dusted with old age, reaches 
a career apex with Million Dollar 
Baby in a performance that mixes 
wisdom, pain, and humor with a 
virtuosity that makes it look easy. 
Jamie Foxx’s channeling of jazz 
great Ray Charles in Ray has been 
universally praised, but his second 
nomination in Collateral compli¬ 
cates matters. Then there’s the 
Marni Nixon factor: Oscar has 
traditionally been stingy to actors 
who lip-sync. Still, Foxx is the 
man to beat. 

Best Actress: 
Bening-Swank horse-race 

Imelda Staunton gives a shat¬ 
tering performance in Vera Drake. 



Paul Giamatti and Virginia Madsen in Sideways: pure wish-fulfillment? 


As London’s friendly neighbor¬ 
hood postwar abortionist, she is 
the essence of moral certainty at 
odds with the state. Kate Winslet 
is on her fourth nomination as a 
bookseller who can’t decide on 
hair color in Eternal Sunshine of 
the Spotless Mind. Poor Winslet 
struggles against one of those in¬ 
sufferable Charlie ( Being John 
Malkovich, Adaptation ) Kaufman 
scripts that keeps announcing its 
own cleverness. Film newcomer 
Catalina Sandino Moreno resists 
all acting tricks for her spare turn 
in Maria Full of Grace, which 
more honestly should have been 
titled Maria Full of Heroin Pellets. 
In Being Julia, Annette Bening is 
truly delicious as an actress who is 
once and forever most herself 
when she is on stage. Previous 
Best Actress winner Hilary Swank 
(Boys Don’t Cry ) appeared des¬ 
tined to dwell among the Oscar- 
cursed until she played Million 
Dollar Baby’s spitfire trailer-park 
distaff pugilist. Now we know she 
isn’t a one-trick pony, she’s just 
hard to cast. The yak in Holly¬ 
wood has Best Actress going to 
Swank or Bening. Since Swank 
won the year Bening was nomi¬ 
nated for American Beauty, expect 
high suspense. 

Best Director & Picture: 
Eastwood KOs Scorsese? 

Finding Neverland is a movie 
that dares to explore imagination 
and creativity, and to discover 
what unites young and old, rich 
and poor, men and women, the 
sick and the well. Unapologetical- 
ly retro and blessed with high pro¬ 
duction values, this movie makes 
no easy judgments of its charac¬ 
ters, nor does it draw simple con¬ 
clusions about the child in all of 
us. It may not be a faithful biogra¬ 
phy of Peter Pan creator J.M. Bar¬ 
rie, but shimmers with a love of 
human relationships. Director 
Marc Forster was denied a nomi¬ 
nation, so safe bets are not on it to 
win Best Picture. Reversely, Mike 
Leigh is nominated for directing 
Vera Drake, but his movie is not a 
Best Picture contender. 

The Aviator is Martin Scors¬ 
ese’s noisy, pointless ode to one of 
filmdom’s premier weirdos. Thir¬ 
ty years ago, this would have made 
a really cool rock-opera. Under 
present conditions, Scorsese 
shows questionable judgment, 
burying old Hollywood in an 
avalanche of visual cliches. Fire 
the art director! The villain’s office 
looks like a Batman set, while a 
Production Code board meeting 
looks like a parole hearing. Echo¬ 
ing pulpists Harold Robbins and 
Jacqueline Susann, there’s glam¬ 
our, in-your-face flashbulbs, 
wicked tabloids, namedropping, 
yo-yoing careers, flirtations with 
death, and allusions to tawdry sex. 


The Aviator suffers from a condi¬ 
tion common to biopics, whereby 
stick-figure actors are asked to 
embody familiar ghosts, in this 
case Jean Harlow, Errol Flynn, and 
Ava Gardner. The artificial artifice 
doesn’t work. Sad, too, that fancy, 
computer-generated aerial se¬ 
quences can’t compare to the real 
thing in Hell’s Angels. Such odd 
choices from Scorsese, the self-ap¬ 
pointed champion of film history 
and preservation. 

For reasons that aren’t obvious 
on screen, Sideways sent critics 
coast-to-coast into multiple or¬ 
gasms. So many proclaimed it 
’04’s best, which says more about 
the temperament of film critics 
than it does about cinematic ex¬ 
cellence. The appeal of two mis¬ 
anthropes in a visually dull road- 
picture escaped some of us. These 
two guys are nowhere near funny 
or interesting enough to be any¬ 
thing but the Smothers Brothers 
in a darker shade of blue. The 
screenplay is a stew of predictable 
foreshadowing, condescension, 
flights of burlesque, and an end¬ 
ing so pat you’ll swear you’ve seen 
it a dozen times before. There’s 
even a stab at ersatz poetry. Side¬ 
ways is awash in wine metaphors, 
perhaps because “life is a banquet, 
and most poor suckers are starv¬ 
ing to death” is already taken. 

Ray is a handsome, musically 
rich scrapbook offering a warts- 
and-all portrayal of Charles. 
There’s enough decor and angst to 
do Susan Hayward proud: un¬ 
scrupulous managers, booze and 
dope, backstage betrayals, an im¬ 
provised childhood, rehab, neon 
at night, adultery, the ostentation 
of wealth, and a running length to 
test the commitment of casual on¬ 
lookers. It’s as slick as olive oil, 
which is no surprise coming from 
director nominee Taylor Hack- 
ford, the man who lifted An Offi¬ 
cer and a Gentleman up where it 
belonged. 

Producer-director-actor Clint 
Eastwood is back (has he ever 
gone away?) with Million Dollar 
Baby. It is possibly the best work 
he has ever done. Gone is the 
overlength of The Outlaw Josey 
Wales, the occasional lugubrious¬ 
ness of Unforgiven, the meander¬ 
ing of Midnight in the Garden of 
Good and Evil, and the tortured 
plotting of Mystic River. Baby ex¬ 
pertly mixes realism, modern 
fable, and a lesson in conse¬ 
quences to tell its tale of boxing. 
This is no standard sports flick; it 
is rather an involving, shadowy, 
and finely drawn triangular char¬ 
acter study. A Million Dollar sweep 
is not out of the question. 

Of course, all this prognostica¬ 
tion is mere background in hopes 
of a shock or two. Indeed, that’s 
what award junkies live for. And 
the Oscar goes to... T 







































Maiden with a heart condition 


San Francisco Ballet's ' Giselle' gives big-time pleasure 


by Stephanie von Buchau 


’ ither I’m getting gaga and 
totally uncritical, or the San 
Francisco Ballet is over¬ 
achieving big-time this season. 
Saturday night’s Giselle revival at 
the War Memorial may have been 
the most pleasurable all-around 
performance of that romantic 
piece I’ve ever seen. With the 
work of the corps and soloists in 
the second act, I have to proclaim 
it the best Giselle in my 40 years’ 
experience with the 1841 Adam- 
Perrot-Coralli ballet. 

I still think producer-choreog¬ 
rapher Helgi Tomasson and his 
then-conductor, Emil de Cou, 
overdid the extra music in Act I of 
the new 1999 SFB production. 
Just a few too many peasant 
dances stretch the act to one hour, 
and the Pas de Cinq, while it 
showcases the company’s second- 
tier dancers — corps member 
Hansuke Yamamoto looked par¬ 
ticularly fresh and springy— is in 
that classical genre mode that is 
not one of Tomasson’s strong 
choreographic suits. 

Still, the extra work for Giselle, 
the innocent village maiden with 
a heart condition, and her philan¬ 
dering nobleman lover, Albrecht, 
is more than welcome, especially 
when danced like this. When 
Yuan Yuan Tan did Giselle in 
1999, she was gently promising. 
Now she’s exquisite. It’s not just 
the technical feats, though her 
beats are so clean you can count 
them; the speed of her pique 
turns takes your breath away; her 
balances could easily go on forev¬ 
er; and she has a deeper 
arabesque penchee than Myrtha, 
supposedly queen of that tricky 
move. 

British composer Ralph 
Vaughan Williams once wrote 
that “the object of art is to stretch 
the ultimate realities through the 
medium of beauty.” He could 
have been describing Tan, who 
cloaks every technical move in 
such deliquescent beauty that 
there is a constant rustle of ap¬ 
preciation in the audience while 
she is dancing. She doesn’t “act” 
the Mad Scene, distorting her face 
and body, so much as she lets you 
feel the poor girl’s pain. She sim¬ 
ply embodies the character’s 
emotions with her dancing, her 
feet, her arms, that beautifully 
bowed neck with the exposed ver¬ 
tebrae that I imagine most bal¬ 
lerinas would kill for. 

Tan’s Giselle is a happy inno¬ 
cent in Act I, her joy tinged with 
sadness when she plays the “he 
loves me, he loves me not” game. 
By Act II, she looks totally differ¬ 
ent: severe, womanly, still madly 
in love with the cad and willing to 
help him redeem himself. Pierre- 
Francois Vilanoba would not be 
my first choice for an ideal Al¬ 
brecht. (Let’s face it, possums, I’m 
never getting over Erik Bruhn, 
Nureyev’s lover, whom I saw with 
the ethereal Carla Fracci numer¬ 
ous times in the ’70s.) Vilanoba 
tends to be kind of lunky, like a 
louche French soccer star you 
wouldn’t mind meeting behind 
the stadium for a bit of rumpy- 
pumpy. But you don’t necessarily 
see him as a romantic hero. 

He rose to this occasion, how¬ 
ever, being sweetly sympathetic in 
Act I, matching Tan in those side- 
by-side jetes and the intricate 
footwork. In Act II, he was prop¬ 
erly desperate as Muriel Maffre’s 
cruel Myrtha forced him to dance 


to exhaustion. His elevation was 
good, though the ground-skim¬ 
ming brises voles aren’t as electric 
as Bruhn’s. In his dramatic en¬ 
trance to Act II, wearing a black 
velvet cape lined with gray satin, 
arms full of calla lilies, he looked 
rather like Keanu Reeves in one of 
that dishy actor’s devil-defying 
anti-heroic roles. 

Killer part 

With this pair in the leads, sat¬ 
isfaction was guaranteed, but the 
rest of the cast was on the same 
level. Maffre was as musical as I’ve 
ever seen her in this killer part. I 
would suggest that the entire cast’s 
musicality is partly due to con¬ 
ductor Andrew Mogrelia. I wish 
he’d tone down the noisy intros to 
each act (Adam’s fault, I know), 
but otherwise, the orchestra 
played with poetic sensitivity, es¬ 
pecially in Act II, with Paul 
Ehrlich’s tender viola solo leading 
the way. 

Other standouts included 
Damian Smith’s Hilarion (in a 


better world, Giselle would 
choose him and live happily ever 
after), Rory Hohenstein’s squire 
(the first time I ever paid atten¬ 
tion to what Wilfred was doing — 
namely, trying to keep his master 
out of trouble); Nutnaree Pipit- 
Suksun and Sarah Van Patten as 
Myrtha’s henchwomen; and the 
vets Anita Paciotti, Val Caniparoli 
and Pascale Leroy as Giselle’s 
mother, the Duke of Courland 
and his daughter, Bathilde, Al¬ 
brecht’s betrothed. The other 
peasants in the Pas de Cinq were 
Van Patten, Vanessa Zahorian, 
Rachel Viselli and Sergio Torrado. 

Possibly the real star of this re¬ 
vival was the female corps in Act 
II. When the dancers hop across 
the stage in perfect alignment, I 
usually think of that silly moment 
in the Trocadero’s Giselle when the 
corps butts heads and falls down, 
but not Saturday. I was oohing 
and aahing just like everybody 
around me. I never saw the Kirov, 
even at its best, dance with such 
stunning precision, sfballet.org ▼ 


Yuan Yuan Tan and Pierre-Francois Vilanoba in Tomasson's Giselle. 
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Mind-opening music festival 


Cutting-edge'Other Minds' this weekend at Yerba Buena Center 


by Jason Victor Serinus 


r ometimes it stretches the 
l§| imagination; often it blows 
- the mind wide open. Either 
way, the 11th annual Other Minds 
Festival, held February 24-26 in 
the intimate acoustic of SF’s Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts Theater, 
offers a crash course in cutting- 
edge new and experimental music. 

A special feature of this year’s 
festival is Saturday’s daytime cen¬ 
tenary celebration of gay compos¬ 
er, pianist and activist Marc 
Blitzstein. Born in Philadelphia, 
Blitzstein studied composition 
with Arnold Schoenberg and 
Nadia Boulanger before embark¬ 
ing on a course uniquely his own. 
Thanks to his 1937 musical col¬ 
laboration with Orson Welles, The 
Cradle Will Rock, Blitzstein’s pro¬ 
labor stand against corporate 
plunder elevated him to national 
prominence. 

Blitzstein’s translation of the 
text Bertolt Brecht wrote for Kurt 
Weill’s The Threepenny Opera in¬ 
spired its long-running American 
revival. His work was also a major 
influence on Leonard Bernstein, 
Michael Tilson Thomas, and 
other major musicians of the 20th 
century. Blitzstein’s contributions 
to the progressive music commu¬ 
nity came to a tragic end when, at 
59, he was murdered before com¬ 
pleting his long-awaited opera, a 
Metropolitan Opera commission 



Gay composer Marc Blitzstein 


based on the lives of Italian anar¬ 
chists Sacco and Vanzetti. 

Of special interest is the Satur¬ 
day 2 p.m. Blitzstein tribute that 
includes his song settings of Walt 
Whitman’s erotic poetry. Comple¬ 
mented by settings of e.e. Cum¬ 
mings and songs from Blitzstein’s 
musicals The Cradle Will Rock, No 
for an Answer and Regina, the per¬ 
formance features Bay Area new- 
music champion and pianist 
Sarah Cahill accompanying vocal¬ 
ists Amy X Neuberg, John Duyk- 
ers, and Eric A. Gordon. Cahill 
also performs the West Coast pre¬ 
miere of Blitzstein’s Piano Percus¬ 
sion Music, written when he was 
23. The 1928 film Hande and a 
discussion led by Blitzstein biog- 
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rapher Eric A. Gordon cap a cele¬ 
bration that begins at 11 a.m. with 
a screening of Tim Robbins’ 
much-lauded 1999 film revival of 
Blitzstein’s Cradle Will Rock. 

Driving rhythms 

Thursday night’s 8 p.m. open¬ 
ing concert, preceded by the Other 
Minds composer panel discussion 
at 7, features the West Coast pre¬ 
miere of New Yorker Phil 
Niblock’s Sethwork for guitars 
with e-bow accompanied by mo¬ 
tion pictures. Dread violinist 
Daniel Bernard Roumain, known 
for mixing Bach, be-bop, and hip- 
hop, takes a break from compos¬ 
ing for orchestras and Cassandra 
Wilson’s big band to play electric 
violin in the world premiere of his 
String Quartet No. 4 Angelou. The 
work also features our local Del 
Sol String Quartet and DJ Scien¬ 
tific sampling poetry by Maya An¬ 
gelou. Finally, English compos¬ 
er/pianist Michael Nyman, known 
for his driving rhythms and emo¬ 
tionally-involving music, plays se¬ 
lections from his own works, wel¬ 
comes the Del Sols for the San 


Francisco premiere of his emo¬ 
tionally intense String Quartet 
No. 3, then joins them and sopra¬ 
no Cheryl Keller for the US con¬ 
cert premiere of his Ballad ofKas- 
triot Rexhepi. 

Friday’s composer panel pre¬ 
cedes an evening headlined by a 
60th birthday tribute to Other 
Minds’ founding Artistic Director 
Charles Amirkhanian. The local 
premiere of a condensed version 
of Amirkhanian’s provocative ra- 
diophonic tape snapshot, Son of 
Metropolis San Francisco, takes ad¬ 
vantage of a state-of-the-art sur¬ 
round-sound speaker array from 
Berkeley’s Meyer Sound. Radical 
guitarist Fred Frith, whose home 
base is Mills College, presents the 
world premiere of new works. Fi¬ 
nally, vocalist Maria De Alvear 
joins the Kronos Quartet’s found¬ 
ing cellist Joan Jeanrenaud and 
Berlin’s classical Indian Dhrupad 
vocalist Amelia Cuni for the world 
premiere of her Gran Sol. De 
Alvear’s music has been influ¬ 
enced by studies with Native 
American musicians in the US 
and Canada. 


Saturday night’s finale features 
a West Coast Premiere, SF pre¬ 
miere, and world premiere guaran¬ 
teed to provoke. John Luther 
Adams, who lives in the Alaskan 
forest, invites New Haven’s So Per¬ 
cussion ensemble to bang out se¬ 
lections from his atmospherically 
intense Strange and Sacred Noise. 
NY clarinetist Evan Ziporyn of 
Bang on a Can fame then invites So 
Percussion to his Melody Competi¬ 
tion, which at times sounds like a 
Balinese gamelan dodging rush 
hour traffic in SoHo. Finally, com¬ 
poser/violinist Billy Bang and his 
NY-based quintet presents the lat¬ 
est additions to his ongoing Viet¬ 
nam Reflections. Sometimes jazzy, 
frequently emotionally riveting, 
Bang’s intensely personal work will 
ground three days of music from 
other spheres in the deadly realities 
of war and greed. ▼ 


The Other Minds Festival runs 
Thurs.-Sat. at YBCA. Tickets: 
call (415) 978-2787 or see 
www.ybca.org. Info: 
otherminds.org. 


Style and energy 

Fortnight with maestro Metzmacher 


by Philip Campbell 


1 erman conductor Ingo Met¬ 
zmacher made a strong im¬ 
pression on local audiences 
in 2002 when he first appeared 
with the San Francisco Sympho- 
ny.’His most recent fortnight of 
concerts at Davies Hall has now 
placed him very near the top of 
the list for most welcome return¬ 
ing artists. 

Metzmacher made his interna¬ 
tional reputation early in the 
1980s as pianist for the innovative 
Ensemble Modern. He later be¬ 
came the contemporary music 
group’s regular conductor. Re¬ 
spected equally for his work with 
opera and symphony orchestras, 
the highly individual maestro has 
also become a leading advocate 
for the music of Karl Amadeus 
Hartmann. 

Hartmann’s deep disdain for 
the Nazis and their terrible regime 
forced him into a self-imposed 
exile within the boundaries of his 
own homeland. He did not re¬ 
enter German musical life until 
after the war, and by then, he had 
a lot of catching up to do. His 
strict non-participation ironically 
placed him in sudden demand, 
but he was fairly ignorant of the 
latest trends. 

If his segregation had left him 
behind, it at least allowed a chance 
for the development of a distinc¬ 
tive voice. Early scores reflected 
the jazziness of the pre-war years, 
but later anguish and helpless iso¬ 
lation sobered his style. Most of 
Hartmann’s output is thus modi¬ 
fied from youthful influences by 
the intense experience of grief and 
loss. Angry emotionalism co-min- 
gles with a mature spirituality and 
a lively musical wit. 

Ingo Metzmacher has recorded 
all eight of Hartmann’s sym¬ 
phonies to great acclaim. The re¬ 
cent concerts featured the suc¬ 
cinctly expressive Sixth, the last of 
the compositions to be re-worked 



Brings unexpected treats to SFS. 


from pre-war material. 

Something of a concerto for 
orchestra, the two-movement 
piece fairly flies by, but it manages 
to say quite a lot without 
dawdling. The first half is dense 
and colorful, full of sadly lyrical 
touches. The second part is a 
breathtaking series of fugues that 
gain in speed until an abrupt and 
thrilling conclusion. 

The audience whooped with 
surprised delight at the sheer en¬ 
ergy of the performance, and ap¬ 
peared pleasantly relieved by the 
accessibility of Hartmann’s style. 
The orchestra responded to Metz¬ 
macher’s sure hand with concen¬ 
trated attention and virtuosic 
playing. 

It made up for pianist Garrick 
Ohlsson’s resolutely impersonal 
rendition of Beethoven’s Concerto 
No. 5 Emperor on the first half of 
the program. There was nothing 
conspicuously offensive about 
Ohlsson’s stern approach, and he 
certainly displayed assurance 
throughout. The results were sim¬ 
ply unmoving. The crowd dis¬ 
agreed with me and gave the 
soloist a loud standing ovation. It 
didn’t make him smile either. 

Last week, Metzmacher ended 
his visit with the first SFS perfor¬ 


mances of Schumann’s evening- 
length Paradise and the Peri. The 
potentially ungainly work is actu¬ 
ally a remarkably fluid cross be¬ 
tween a concert opera and an or¬ 
atorio. The performance was a 
pleasant revelation, and managed 
to prove the composer’s genius 
ability to rise above a really stupid 
plot. 

Of course, Schumann didn’t 
think the maudlin blend of exoti¬ 
cism and obscure spirituality was 
perplexing at the time. The words 
of poet Thomas Moore were wild¬ 
ly popular, and audiences of the 
day were hungry for the heady 
perfume of his verse. 

The translation of the text was 
projected with supertitles on ei¬ 
ther side of the stage. While it was 
more intelligible than the version 
printed in the program book, it 
scarcely mattered. What a lot of 
Romantic twaddle! 

It is safe to say it would have 
been better to just receive a brief 
synopsis of the plot. Imagination 
and rudimentary German would 
have been enough to let the many 
pleasures of Schumann’s score 
suffice. 

Vance George’s Symphony 
Chorus sounded exciting and full- 
bodied, even if the best writing 
goes to the soloists. Soprano Laura 
Aiken was radiant in the role of 
the Peri (a sort of ethereal some¬ 
thing or other), tenor Christoph 
Pregardien was a fine narrator, 
and mezzo-soprano Kristine Jep- 
son sounded rich and confident as 
the Angel. 

The other soloists were uni¬ 
formly excellent, and the orches¬ 
tra played with clarity and 
warmth. The conductor went for 
the gold, and he found it. 

Paradise and the Peri might not 
be the kind of piece one would 
hasten to hear again, but it made 
for a thoroughly satisfying concert 
and a real must for Schumann 
lovers. Thanks to Ingo Metzmach¬ 
er, San Francisco received again 
some unexpected treats. ▼ 
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Family tragedy values 

'Imaginary Heroes' reveals a dark American dream 




WWW. 

MWNSHUNXnet* 


inary Heroes. 

In a film whose wildly eclectic 
elements comprise almost a vari¬ 
ety show, a very Jewish Christmas 
party (again, conjure up The O.C. 
and the “Christmaka” celebration 
invented by Adam Brody’s Seth) 
becomes the occasion for a musi¬ 
cal number by Bay Area-bred 
cabaret divas Kiki (Justin Bond) 
and Herb (Kenny Mellman). Just 
as we start to wonder how our San 
Francisco darlings wound up 
singing their guts out in this sub¬ 
urban hell-hole, their perfor¬ 
mance is abruptly interrupted, as 
Tim and Dad suddenly rediscover 
each other’s existence, literally 
across a crowded room. 

Imaginary Heroes' great saving 
grace is a dream cast. Weaver, as in 
Ice Storm , again demonstrates 
how good she is at giving us the 
mom we’d only want to meet in a 
Greek tragedy; Jeff Daniels is able 
to summon up some redemptive 
features for what first appears to 
be a loathsome bastard of a dad; 
Michelle Williams takes the fami¬ 
ly-acting smarts from six seasons 
on Dawson's Creek to play the best 
sister a queer-boy-in-training 
might hope for; Ryan Donowho is 
sensational as the comely boy next 
door who’ll pop anything into his 
mouth; and Emile Hirsch (who 
co-starred with Donowho in an¬ 
other drama of a grieving family, 
The Mudge Boy ) is absolutely 
transcendent as the boy who’s al¬ 
most proud to proclaim that he’s 
no hero. Opens Friday. ▼ 


The late Leslie Cheung stars in a story of rebellious youth in Hong Kong. 


Youth gone wild 

Early Wong Kar-wai returns 


by David Lamble 


ou’ll see me tonight in your 
dreams.” A young and, it 
turns out, very irresponsible 
young man sweeps a female stadi¬ 
um-concessionaire off her feet in 
the opening scene of Wong Kar- 
wai’s breakthrough film Days of 
Being Wild (’91), which gets a re- 
release this week. The original 
Chinese title literally translates as 
The Story of Rebellious Youth, the 
same name given to Rebel Without 
a Cause in its Hong Kong release. 

As Yuddy, the late Leslie Che¬ 
ung’s combination of sullen fury 
and bad-boy moxie is as incendi¬ 


ary as the young James Dean. 
Yuddy has a knack for enticing 
emotionally vulnerable women to 
his bachelor pad, where they frol¬ 
ic away many a torpid afternoon. 
Whenever a girl gets a little too 
stuck on him, he has a way of 
smashing her hopes with lines 
like, “I’ll call you a cab,” or, “I’m 
not the marrying kind.” 

Young men also flock to 
Yuddy’s scent: Tide, a lonely police 
officer with dreams of becoming a 
sailor, played by noir hunk Andy 
Lau; and Zeb (Jacky Cheung), a 
former schoolmate of Yuddy’s 
who’s desperately hoping that his 
friend’s charisma will rub off like a 
page 44 ► 


by David Lamble 


t precisely 68 minutes into 
the new film Imaginary He¬ 
roes, two dark-haired, an¬ 
gelic-looking lads lock lips. It’s a 
New Year’s Eve kiss (fueled by a 
couple of tabs of ecstasy), and you 
know how hard those New Year’s 
resolutions can be even a few 
hours later. Tim (Emile Hirsch) 
has gotten up first, but Kyle (Ryan 
Donowho) has endured a sleep¬ 
less night pondering his options, 
after having just shagged his best 
friend and next-door neighbor. 

“I would have left first, but I 
live here.” 

“I don’t know what just hap¬ 
pened.” 

“Seemed to remember putting 
on...” 

“Don’t say that, Kyle.” 

“What, man, what you want 
me to say?” 

“It was the ecstasy.” 

“The ecstasy. The ecstasy. Lis¬ 
ten, Tim, I’m not, honestly, I’m 
not, man. You might be. It makes 
sense. But I’m not.” 

Writer/director Dan Harris has 
a talent for creating characters 
who are as skittish as wild horses 
at the least hint of a commitment 
that might last longer than it takes 
to finish a joint. There hasn’t been 
as much dope consumed in a do¬ 
mestic comedy since Curtis 
Hansen’s Wonder Boys. 

The hot boy-kiss is one of two 
distinctly queer moments in a film 
that’s primarily aimed at showing 
the implosion of yet another af¬ 
fluent family following the sudden 
death of an adolescent son. The 
American Dream goes terribly 


Tim (Emile Hirsch) and Kyle (Ryan Donowho) share a joint in writer/director Dan Harris 7 Imaginary Heroes. 


awry in the bosom of the subur¬ 
ban Republican family. Think Or¬ 
dinary People, The Ice Storm, and 
yes, Donnie Darko. 

Tim Travis harbors a guilty se¬ 
cret about the suicide of his fair¬ 
haired, swimming-champion 
brother Matt (Kip Pardue). Dad 
(Jeff Daniels) sets a place at the 
dinner table for the dead boy 
while largely ignoring his surviv¬ 
ing son. Mother (Sigourney 
Weaver) alternates a bitter rage 
against her next-door neighbor 
Marge, mother of Kyle (Deirdre 
O’Connell), with the ingestion of 
stupendous amounts of marijua¬ 
na. 

The script for Imaginary He¬ 
roes was Harris’ Hollywood calling 
card. It prompted Brian Singer to 
pay the then-22-year-old Harris to 
write the comic book movie X2. 
Harris has a keen ear for dramat¬ 
ic confessions and unbridled 
rants. His characters frequently 


lash out, and are quite accident- 
prone. Hirsch’s Tim alone racks 
up a score of suspicious body 
bruises, two bloody noses, and a 
broken leg in a film that, if it were 
a TV show, would rest uneasily 
between the melodrama of ER 
and the edgy black comedy of 
Scrubs. 

Prison blues 

It’s in the comedy department 
where the film occasionally loses 
its way, suffering from the Satur¬ 
day Night Live curse of the skit 
that starts with an outrageous 
premise, but then fails to find a 
real satiric thrust. The notion of 
the pot-smoking mom who con¬ 
verses with her son as if he were 
her lover, while hardly talking to 


her husband at all, is sufficiently 
amusing that we could have dis¬ 
pensed with Weaver’s over-the- 
top excursion from head shop to 
police holding-tank. The movie 
only really cooks when it stays 
within the prison of the family. 
Strangely enough, it is that boy- 
kiss that puts the plot back on 
track — violating the homo vir¬ 
ginity of its male leads is, after all, 
something that only a movie can 
dare. You can’t even imagine such 
a smooch between Ryan and Seth 
on TV’s The O.C. Curiously, 
though, it is exactly our covert de¬ 
sire for the erotic soiling of a male 
sibling relationship that gives The 
O.C. part of its queer following, 
and may persuade gay filmgoers 
to ignore the mixed buzz on Imag- 


NIGHT 

Wednesday 

02 / 23/05 

starts at 8pm 


LIGHTS 













































38 BAY AREA REPORTER 24 February 2005 



OutIAbout 


Trisha Brown Dance 
Company @ Zellerbach Hall, 
UC Berkeley 

One of modem dance's most influential 
companies celebrates its 35th anniversary 
with a program of classics and new dances. 
Featuring Set & Reset (1983), with music 
by Laurie Anderson; choreography by Tr¬ 
isha Brown; and Present Tense (2003), with 
music by John Cage. $26, $36 & $48. 8pm 
Sat. & Sun., Feb. 25 & 26. Zellerbach 
Hall, UC Berkeley Campus, Bancroft Way 
at Telegraph Ave., Berkeley. Tix: 510-642- 
9988; www.calperfs.berkeley.edu 


What jewels! 

S ometimes you think you know someone, and they surprise 
you by showing you a whole new splendid dimension of 
themselves. The moment Veronica Klaus dived into her show 
FAMILY JEWELS — The Making of Veronica Klaus, the cozy EXIT 
Theater in the Tenderloin came alive with Klaus’s tender splendor. 
Dressed in a burgundy gown, her auburn hair warmly highlighted 
in the EXIT’s tiny but fabulous set representing her private abode, 
Veronica sang “Fever” in that nasally alto blues voice of hers, then 
proceeded to relate details of her fascinating life, starting as a bio¬ 
logical boy in small-town Gillespie, Illinois. 

The beautiful thing about Veronica’s one-woman autobio¬ 
graphical musical-theatre piece, handsomely created with and di¬ 
rected by Jeffrey Hartgraves, is how effortlessly and fluidly she 
moves from spoken narrative to singing songs of multiple genres. 
The show utilizes complex pre-recorded arrangements of cabaret, 
pop, jazz, and R&B numbers rendered by her band, including the 
masterful jazz pianist Tammy Hall, who was present and glowing in 
the audience on opening night. 

Veronica’s tale is hugely compelling, the oh-so-real account of a 
boy who became a glamorous musical diva, for real. Veronica was 
very much a woman when I first laid eyes on her more than a 
decade ago, and her music career was well underway even then. She 
lives and breathes feminine mystique. Her bosom is real, and so is 
her heart and voice. But I’d never heard the whole story before, and 
it’s ever so seductive, made more so by the gorgeous music and 
arrangements. You’ll adore Family Jewels. How can you not love a 
tuba-playing jazz/R&B vocalist with auburn hair and a story to 
make you cry and laugh and let your spirit soar? 

Family Jewels runs Thu., Fri. & Sat., Feb. 17-March 12,8 p.m., 
at EXIT Theater, 156 Eddy St. at Mason. Tix: $20 Adult; $18 Senior; 
$ 17 Theatre Bay Area. Call 866-811 -4111 or 415-820-1565. On the 
Web at steinbeckpresents.org 

Mark Weigle unveils SOULSEX at the Eagle Tavern 

How appropriate that SF’s foremost out, proud singer/song¬ 
writer/queer rocker, Mark Weigle, released his new double-CD — 
SOULSEX {www.markweigle.com) — on the same night as Veron¬ 
ica Klaus debuted her show. The two great artists them have joint¬ 
ly released a new CD titled Live At The Lodge! That album features 
13 tracks recorded at a benefit for the Rainbow World Fund. 

What’s really causing a buzz is Mark’s latest gem, SOULSEX, 
which he debuted at an especially fun “Thursday Nite Live” at the 
Eagle Tavern during International Bear Rendezvous. The bar was 
packed with big, beefy guys and Weigle, the dean of gay trouba¬ 
dours, set about entertaining them with incredible energy. Soon he 
had the whole place jiggling with joy. He and his bandmates bared 
their chests and put their hearts and souls into fresh songs from 
Wrestling the Angel — the more somber, serious of the two CDs — 
and Versatile, a bawdy romp through gay sexuality, speaking di¬ 
rectly and forcefully to gay men and their concerns. 

As a package, Weigle’s SOULSEX is everything a gay man could 
want, with songs devoted to circumcision, assholes (the sexy kind), 
cocksucking and truckers, along with more sentimental/topical 
fare, such as the love of men and horses, gay marriage, loss, and the 
legacy of Billy Jack Gaither. It’s a lovingly crafted album that speaks 
to our values and sings our unique, precious language. Y 


Nite Out 

@ San Francisco Ballet 

San Francisco Ballet invites the 
lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender community 
to the first of two exceptional evenings fea¬ 
turing the highlights of the 2005 Season. 
Tonight (Sat., Feb. 26) featuring Program 
3: Tomasson's Giselle. Love transcends even 
death in this timeless, full-length classic by 
Helgi Tomasson. Giselle portrays the tale of 
a young peasant girl who is driven to mad¬ 
ness and untimely death upon discovering 
that her true love Albrecht has deceived 
her. In spite of the betrayal, Giselle, who 
now resides in an otherworldly forest of be¬ 
guiled female spirits. Lavish scenery and 
costumes, soulful music, and beautiful 
dance epitomizing the pure classicism of the 
Romantic ballets. (The next Nite Out will be 
on Fri., April 8). Your $50 ticket includes: 
Performance at 8 pm, War Memorial Opera 
House, Orchestra Seating; Cocktail Recep¬ 
tion 10:30 pm to Midnight, Dress Circle 
Bar, War Memorial Opera House; Compli¬ 
mentary wine by La Crema, cocktails fea¬ 
turing Blue Ice Vodka, and decadent 
desserts. Info/tix: (415) 865-2000; 
www.sfballet.org 


Mark Weigle releases his hot, gay double CD SOULSEX 


The Shotgun Players perform Albert Camus' meditation on terrorism in 
the name of justice at the Ashby Stage in Berkeley. See Thursday. 


Fri 25 


Rescue and Recovery 
@ NCTC 

The New Conservatory Theatre Center's 
Pride Season Ten We Are Family presents 
the West Coast premiere of Steve Murray's 
dark comedy Rescue and Recovery, directed 
by Christopher Jenkins. Ever fall in love 
with the wrong person at the wrong time? 

In this quirky dark comedy, recovering alco¬ 
hol and drug addict Cameron falls head- 
over-heels for Mark, an indecisive bank 
teller who has more skeletons than he does 
closets. His ex-wife Janie watches the whole 
debacle from the sidelines, waiting to say “I 
told you so!" An honest look at what it re¬ 
ally means to be in love, and what it takes 
to get over it. $20 Wed.; $26 Thu. & Sun.; 
$28 Fri.; $32 Sat. Runs thru March 6, 
Wed.-Sat. 8pm; Sun. 2pm. NCTC, 25 Van 
Ness Ave. (near Market). Tix/info: 415- 
861-8972; www.nctcsf.org 

Rock Out w/o yr Cock Out 
@ Edinburgh Castle 

Femina Potens presents Rock Out w/o yr 
Cock Out w/ Boyskout, Paper Boats (with 
Cari Campbell), Scream Club (Canada) and 
Romanteek. Rock Out w/o yr Cock Out is a 
monthly queer and progressive rock and ex¬ 
perimental noise event showcasing women 
and transgendered musicians in the bay 
area and beyond the final friday of every 
month. Come support women and transgen¬ 
dered musicians, eat some fish and chips, 
have a beer, and come see some kick ass 
performances for $5. Last month the place 
was packed wall to wall, so get there early 
to get up close and personal with the per¬ 
formers. Feb. 25,9pm, at Edinburgh Cas¬ 
tle, 950 Geary Ave. Info: feminapotens.com 

Shadowplay @ The Stud 

Opening night: Shadowplay, the omnisexu- 
al, indie, New Wave, electro, and discopunk 
club, from the producers of the Shadowplay 
Stage, the SF Pride Festival's alternative 
dance stage. DJ Donimo (Vanguard, New 
Wave City, Shadowplay Stage) and guests 
will be spinning every Friday at the Stud. 

Go go boys and grrrls! $5 after 10pm. 
Opening night: Fri., Feb 25, 9pm-3am, at 
The Stud, 9th & Harrison. Info: 415-252- 
STUD; shadowplaysf.com 

Queer Open Mic 
@ Three Dollar Bill Cafe 

Queer Open Mic — hosted by Cindy M. 
Emch. Featuring Angie Krass, the Missis¬ 
sippi Madam of Mayhem, as she performs 
her high voltage, rambunctious comedy. 

She will be sharing her experiences and 
kaleidoscope-like observations, with a 
southern flair for storytelling, and rib¬ 
cracking humor. Queer Open Mic is meant 
for queers and allies of all stripes, colors, 
and affiliations to come together and share 
art, thoughts, conversations, passions and a 
damn good cuppa joe. All donations benefit 
the performers and The Center. $l-$5 do¬ 


nation (N0TAFL0F). Sign up at 7:30, 

Show at 8pm, Feb. 25 at Three Dollar Bill 
Cafe, 1800 Market St. at Octavia. Info: 
www.threedollarbill.com or email 
indigo_cin@yahoo.com 

Circo Zero 

@ Dance Mission Theater 

The Dance Brigade's Dance Mission Theater 
and Circo Zero present two new works of 
experimental circus and performance: CHO¬ 
SEN, a solo performance by Keith Hen- 
nessy, and MERCY, hardcore lyrical circus 
by Circo Zero, featuring acrobat/contortion¬ 
ist Jade-blue Eclipse, aerialist/vocalist 
Susan Voyticky, shamanic fool Seth Eisen 
aka Butterskotch, dancer/vocalist Maryann 
Brooks, aerialist/acrobat, Brett Womack 
with electronic composer Marc Kate, and 
director Keith Hennessy. *Fine Print: A lit¬ 
tle bit of nudity, lots of underwear, and ma¬ 
ture themes — war, Israel, depression, Abu 
Ghraib, transcendence, queer midlife — 
make this inappropriate for most children 
and some adults. $15. 8pm. Fri-Sun, Feb 
25-Mar 6. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 - 
24th St. (at Mission). Tix/info: 415-273- 
4633; www.circozero.org 

Wilde Chats Forum 
@ The Center 

Wilde Chats presents a special community 
forum: "GAY MEN: Risk Taking Rene¬ 
gades?" A forum about risks we do and do 
not take, and why. What are the risks some 
of us take? What do we deny ourselves for 
fear of taking risks? What do we risk by 
leaving our gay Mecca? Panelists will in¬ 
clude Men's Sexual Health Specialist Frank 
Strona and Perry Rhodes. 7pm Fri., Feb. 

25 at the LGBT Center, 4th floor. 


Grand Opening @ Cafe Flore 

Grand Opening Celebration: Cafe Flore, the 
Castro's legendary neighborhood hangout 
since 1973, has just been granted their 
liquor license. The full cocktail bar will be 
open on Sat. & Sun., Feb. 26 & 27, with 
festivities each dat after 5pm, including en¬ 
tertainment, hors d'oeuvres and deep dis¬ 
counts on drinks. Cafe Flore offers an inti¬ 
mate atmosphere where you can have a con¬ 
versation without having to shout over the 
music. Their kitchen offers a great selection 
of healthy food for breakfast, lunch and din¬ 
ner, open until 10pm. Indoor, garden and 
sidewalk seating. General Manager: 
Matthew Pausa. Cafe Flore, 2298 Market 
St. at Noe St. Info: cafeflore.com 

Hyena Homo Hour 
@ Hyena Theater 

The Hyena Comedy Institute presents 
"Hyena Homo Hour," featuring side-split¬ 
ting gay and lesbian comics Nick Leonard, 
Chantal Carrere, Julie F. Potter, Enzo, 

Beck Mankowski, Dave Cox, Desiree Uni¬ 
corn, Ronn Vigh, and you Emcee, Alana De- 
vich. $5-$8 sliding. 8:30pm. Hyena The¬ 
ater, 2390 Mission St., 3rd Floor (at 20th 
St.). Tix/info: 415-821-3444; www.hyena- 
comedy.org 

Baila Conmigo 
@ Metronome Dance Center 

Mila Salazar and Amy Little invite you to 
our new Baila Conmigo Same Sex Latin 
Night at the Metronome Dance Center, held 
on the fourth Saturday of each month! They 
believe the Same Sex Latin Night will be a 
nice complement to our Same Sex Salsa 
classes which they teach on Saturdays. The 
dance will be in the Metronome's Block 
Party, located on De Haro Street between 
16th and 17th Streets. The music will be 
mostly Salsa, but they'll throw in some 
Cha-Chas, Rumbas, Argentine Tangos, etc. 
Schedule: 7-7:30pm Potluck; 7:30-8:30pm 
Dance Lesson (Cha Cha); 8:30-ll:30pm 
Dance Party; 9:30pm Performances. $15 
Lesson and Party; $8 Party only. 
Metronome Dance Center, 1830 - 17th St. 
Info: 415-252-9000 




John Atwood plays Rod Clark in NCTC's YouthAware production of the 
one-man drama Party Daze. See Monday. 


alendare 


by Mark Mardon 
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WOOD (formerly The Woodyz) play faux 70s metal and anthem rock at the Cherry Bar. See Thursday. 



Academy of Friends Gala 
@ Fort Mason Center 

25th Annual Academy of Friends Gala ... 
Nuit d'argent. Come and walk the red car¬ 
pet at San Francisco's Fort Mason Center 
for the biggest Academy Awards night party 
outside of Hollywood. Academy of Friends 
invites you to be a part of its 25th Anniver¬ 
sary Gala, the Bay Area's most fabulous 
fundraiser Gala, benefiting 14 local 
HIV/AIDS service agencies Sample the best 
food and wine in the Bay Area with more 
than 2,500 supporters and volunteers at 
this "Night of Silver" — The Gala is pre¬ 
sented by Levi Strauss Foundation, Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz, Universal McCann and lovejoy 
(creative). DJs Miguel Migs and Julius 
Papp spin the night away after the Awards. 
Attire: Black-Tie/Festive Sun., Feb. 27, 
5pm-Midnight at Fort Mason Festival 
Pavilion. Gala Ticket $157.00 ($150 + 
$7 service fee). RSVP by Fri., Feb. 25 to 
eloeffler@academyoffriends.org 

Jan Wahl’s Night at the 
Oscars @ Pan Pacific Hotel 

Joan Wahl hosts The Oscars Presentation 
with fun commentary and a fabulous four- 
course dinner. A benefit for Students Rising 
Above. 4:30-5:45pm hosted cocktail recep¬ 
tion; 6-10pm Oscars Presentation. 500 Post 
Street at Mason. 

Kevin Dowling’s Academy 
Awards Party 

Join Hayward Council Member Kevin Dowl¬ 
ing at his 8th Annual Academy Awards 
Party. Pasta feed by Hayward Firefighters 
Local 1909; beef by Buffalo Bill's Brewery. 
$25 Speaking Role (one person); $50 co- 
stars (two people); $125 entourage (five 
people); $25 Directors Table (10 people). 5- 
9pm, Hill and Valley Club, 1808 B St., 
Hayward. Info: Barbara Sacks at 510-783- 
8176. 

Divas Sundays @ The Cafe 

Community icon Tita Aida hosts Divas Sun¬ 
days at the Cafe, presented with the Asian 
& Pacific Islander Wellness Center. It's a 
drag/transgender revue featuring some of 
the best gender illusionists/showgirls in the 
Bay Area. Tita promises much fun and ex¬ 
citement, with special guests with talent 
and a flair for pure lipsync entertainment. 
Now every other Sunday. DJ Matthew 
Baker keeps the vibe going. Shows at 10:30 
& 11:30pm. The Cafe, Market & Castro sts. 
Info: 415-292-3420, ext. 348. 

T-BAG @ Underground SF 

SF's gay scene lets its hair down and kicks 
up its heels as Underground SF presents T- 
BAG, the monthly T-Dance with a twist. 

Last month, T-BAG debuted to a fab crowd 
of nightlife glitterati, from old school 
queens to see and be seens. Disco dance to 
the sounds of DJs Marcelino (My Place; 
Loveworks), Dirty Dianna (Loveworks) and 
Dick Vivian (Rooky records). T-BAG drink 
specials and the sexy T-BAG dancers. Free 
Deep Crate Mix CD to first 25 people. $5 
cover; free b4 7pm. 21+w/ID. Every 4th 
Sun. from 5pm-midnight at Underground 
SF, 424 Haight St., btwn Webster/Fill¬ 
more. 

SF Hiking Club 
@ Purisima Creek Redwoods 

Join other outdoors lovers for a climb 
through redwoods to a ridge with ocean 
views before descending to a fern-filled 
canyon. It's a moderate 9-mile hike with a 
1,300-ft. elevation gain. Meet 8:45am 
under the large Safeway sign at Market & 
Dolores. Info: www.sfhiking.com 

Persian Classical Music 
@ Zellerbach Hall 

Cal Performances presents "The Masters of 
Persian Classical Music." Four of Iran's 
finest musical virtuosos showcase the rich 
heritage of Persian classical music as well 
as ancient Sufi and contemporary poetry. 

The Grammy-nominated ensemble features 
superstar singer Mohammed Reza Shajari- 


an; kamancheh (spiked fiddle) virtuoso Kay- 
han Kalhor; tar (plucked lute) at setar 
(Iranian sitar) master Hossein Alizadeh, 
and Shajarian's son, Homayoun on the 
tombak (hand drum). $24, $36 & $48. 

Sun., Feb. 27 at 7pm. Zellerbach Hall, UC 
Berkeley Campus. Tix: 510-642-9988. 



Party Daze @ NCTC 

The New Conservatory Theatre Center's 
YouthAware Educational Theatre Program 
presents Party Daze , a one-man play writ¬ 
ten by award winning Canadian playwright 
Ed Roy. Party Daze stars SF actor John At¬ 
wood and is directed by Andrew Nance. $7 
students; $10 adults; $5 per person for 
groups of ten or more. Feb. 28-March 10, 
Mon.-Thu. at 10am & 11:30am. NCTC, 25 
Van Ness Ave. aj Market St. Tix/info: 415- 
861-4914, x 109; email 
youthaware@nctcsf.org 

raw & uncut 
@ Jon Sims Center 

raw & uncut — Two Evenings of Dance 
Performance featuring: Jess Curtis/Gravity, 
DOUBLE VISION, Right Brain Perfor- 
mancelab, Abigail Hosein Dance Company, 
Erin Parsley, Leonore Deaton, Dishwater 
Deviants, NATyA, Ethaerial Arts, Rosie Ra¬ 
diator, Freeplay Dance Crew (March 4 
only) and Dance Elixir (March 5 only). Cu¬ 
rated by Joe Landini. $10-15 (sliding scale, 
no one turned away for lack of funds). Jan. 
28 & 29 at 8pm. Jon Sims Center for the 
Arts, 1519 Mission St. (between 11th St & 
So. Van Ness). Reservations and Informa¬ 
tion: (415) 554-0402; www.jonsimsctr.org 

Miss Kitty Galore/Mick Gael 
@ Modern Times Bookstore 

The Perpetual Motion Roadshow is back in 
town! Canadian queerpunk teen author 
Kristyn Dunnion aka Miss Kitty Galore 
reads from her latest novel, MOSH PIT. 
Badboy balladeer Mick Gael performs songs 
and readings from his forthcoming novel, 

The Sorrows Of Alexis Cooper. Music by 
groovy Canadian songstress Snoovy, and 
from local punkdyke heartbreaker Sara 
Shortt. The show is all ages and pay what 
you can. Books and CDs will be for sale. 
Meet the artists, then take them for break¬ 
fast! Mon., Feb 28, 7pm at Modern Times, 
888 Valencia St. Info: 415-282-9246. 


Tue 1 _ 

When Hate Happens Here 
@ Main Library 

Special screening: Not in Our Town North¬ 
ern California: When Hate Happens Here, a 
documentary examining the negative effects 
of intolerance. It explores five stories of 
communities in Northern California that 
have found creative and effective ways to 
fight hate. The SF Public Library's Revers¬ 
ing Vandalism exhibition is one of the fea¬ 
tured stories. A discussin moderated by 
KQED's Belva Davis follows. Free. 5:30- 
7:30pm. Main Library, Lower Level, Koret 
Auditorium. Info: Public Affairs, 415-557- 
4277; www.sfpl.org 

Works In Progress 
@ Montclair Women’s 
Cultural Center, Oakland 

"Works In Progress" Women's Open Mic. 
You've been missing some amazing poetry, 
music and theater pieces if you haven't been 
to "Works In Progress" hosted by 
poet/wrter Linda Zeiser and held every first 
Tuesday at the Montclair Center. $5 admis¬ 
sion (for performers & audience alike); light 
refreshments included. 7:30-9:45pm. Sign 
up btwn 7-7:30pm for 5-8 min. slots before 
a friendly, supportive female audience. 
Info/early sign-up: Linda at 510-276-0379. 

Scott Amendola Band 
@ Intersection 

Jazz At Intersection Spring 2005 Series 


presents Resident Composer Scott Amen¬ 
dola Band. Having performed witgh a 
dizzying number of musicians, including 
John Zorn, Charlie Hunter, Nels Cline, 
Michael Franti, Nina Hagen and Spencer 
Day, Amendola's inspiration stems from 
jazz, blues, African music, spirituals, rock 
and the avant garde. $12-$15 sliding. 8pm. 
Intersection for the Arts, 446 Valencia St. 
Tix: 415-626-3311; theintersection.org 



‘Faggot’ @ Daddy’s 

First Wednesdays is "Faggot" night at 
Daddy's: "Get out those kneepads, finish up 
your antibiotics and come back to the cen¬ 
ter of the gay universe for some cruising, 
boozing and causing trouble." Free. 9pm- 
2am Wed., March 2 at Daddy's, 440 Cas¬ 
tro. Info: 415-621-8732. 



WOOD @ Cherry Bar 

The Woodyz, SF's premier drag king band, 
has been busy transforming themselves into 
a hard rockin', hard drinkin', '70s metal 
and anthem rock band. Now calling them¬ 
selves WOOD, these faux rocker-gods will 
smoke your genderbent soul with testos¬ 
terone-laden nuggets like "Breaking the 
Law," "Hair of the Dog" and "Won't Get 
Fooled Again." WOOD debuts Thursday, 
March 3 at the Cherry Bar at 10pm with 
psychedelic popsters The Whoa Nellies 
opening at 8:30pm, The Diamond Daggers 
Burlesque at 9:30pm, and The Ethel Mer¬ 
man Experience (featured in the SF Inde¬ 
pendent Film Fest hit, 24 hours on Craig's 
List) rounding out the bill at 11pm. Cherry 
Bar & Lounge, 917 Folsom at 5th. 

Whole Lesbian Sex Book 
@ Books, Inc. 

Join Felice Newman, author of The Whole 
Lesbian Sex Book, in a special event, "Les¬ 
bian Sex: Keeping It Hot for the Long 
Haul." An evening for lesbian and bisexual 
women. Mar. 3 at 7:30pm. Books, Inc., 
2275 Market St. Info: 415-864-6777. 

Albert Camus’ The Just 
@ Ashby Stage, Berkeley 

Opening night: Shotgun Players present The 
Just by Albert Camus, translated by Tom 
Hoover, directed by Patrick Dooley. In a 
small apt. overlooking a street where the 
Grand Duke will pass on his way to the the¬ 
ater, a group of grim revolutionaries wait to 
end his life in the name of justice. In a se¬ 
vere and passionate examination of a factu¬ 
al assassination during the 1905 Russian 
Revolution, Camus dramatizes the minds of 
men and women more than willing to die for 
their cause. He finds unexpected nobility 
and chilling detchment in the behavior of 
these desperate seekers after justice. Pre¬ 
views: Mar. 1 & 2. Opens Mar. 3. Pay- 
What-You-Can thru Mar. 6. $10-$30 Mar. 
10-Apr. 10. 8pm. The Ashby Stage, 1901 
Ashby Ave., Berkeley. Info: 510-841-6500; 
www.shotgunplayers.org 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 
Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Deadline is the Friday 
before issue date. 



indie, new wave, electro, discopuril 


Fridays 

at the Stucr^||H|jEU 

9th and Harrison 

Details: shadowplaysf.com 



“A drama of depth, infectious 
I (US humor, and great humanity.” 

San Francisco Chronicle 

‘Something magical. One of the best 
new plays of the season!” 

Ben Brantley, The New York Times Tickets tfOItl $!5 


• ACT. 

american conservatory theater 


Geary Theater 
San Francisco 


Hilton 


Heather Kitchen, sxsct/tfve fiimctor 

Groups of 1S+, call 4tS.439.2473. Tickets, parking, directions, classes: www.act-sf.org. 


www.act-sf.org I 415.749.2ACT 
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Speedo feeding frenzy 

Aussie ass and packing pistol Down Under 


by John F. Karr 


L ike several other major com¬ 
panies that are repping an 
import line, Raging Stallion 
has been presenting movies by the 
Australian company Pistol Media. 
These feature athletic, buff ’n’ 
butch 30somethings, and are 
nicely made, though a little 
bland. Perhaps that’s why 
Raging Stallion exported 
stars Carlos Morales 
and Joshua Adams to 
be matched up with 
two equally surcharged 
Ozzies, in the outdoors- 
around- 
Sydney 
fuckfest 
Going 

Deep Down Under. It cocks Pistol 
up to Raging Stallion heat. 

Morales makes it with Adams 
in the first scene, and the two local 
boys work him over pungently in 
the last. Morales is looking partic¬ 
ularly meaty, so round, so firm, 
and fully packed. In-between these 
two scenes, Adams tops Karl 
Rawiri, and is in turn topped by 
Cannon Lee. Both these dudes are 
pretty impressive. Cannon’s a 
Hummvee kind of guy, with steel- 
plate pecs, lavish biceps that are 
lavishly tattooed, a military buzz- 
cut that matches his rough hand¬ 
someness, and a fat cock that’s al¬ 
ways in attack mode. Rawiri may 
be more svelte, but he’s just as 
solid, with a rugged attitude, a 
shaved crotch, and a steely boner 
that doesn’t flag even as Adams re¬ 
lentlessly shafts him. Adams gets it 
as aggressively as he gives it, and 
his bout with Cannon is high- 
powered. Performing under bril¬ 
liantly sunny skies and sailing 
upon tropically clear ocean waters, 
the boys parade bulging Speedos, 
and are at their energized best. 
Fuckbunnies, all of ’em. 

The film’s four meaty scenes 
are preceded by an opening half- 
hour that’ll have you asking, 
“Where’s the porn?” The credits, 
in cumming-attraction mode, 
cannibalize the movie for eight 
minutes — surely unnecessary for 
a movie with only four perform¬ 
ers. But don’t get revved up. 
There’s a screeching halt for the 
subsequent, non-sexual inter¬ 
views with Josh and Carlos. Are 
we fascinated to hear that Josh 


thought the show at the Sleaze 
Ball was fun, or that Carlos had a 
good time? The ball’s entertainers 
indulge in some serious make-out 
and even go-go rimming during 
some party footage, but we’re 
marking time here. After nearly 20 
minutes, we’re taken to a private 
sex club where Josh and Carlos 
can do an X-rated act. And 
boy, it’s double XX! 
Highly erotic foreplay 
and stripping leads to 
some JO cock display. 
, But it’s irritatingly 
interrupted by more 
interview footage 
(“That was hot,” Carlos 
says) be¬ 
fore the 
boys share 
some sen¬ 
sational but all-too-short dildo 
duetting, ending with them bash¬ 
ing their butts together from op¬ 
posite ends of a double-headed 
toy. It’s great, for five brief mo¬ 
ments. But then it’s back to the in¬ 
terviews and, good lord, five min¬ 
utes of a snorkeling expedition! 
Snorkeling? I can’t masturbate to 
pictures of the coral reef! When I 
wanna see tropical fish, I’ll go the 
IMAX. All this stuff really belongs 


Oscar gala 

M Arts cover 

signers, who include Marc Mel, 
Sheldon Sloan, Robert Fung, 
Robert Fountain, Dalton Fine, 
Randy Stevens, John Murray and 
Michael Morales. 

“You never want to restrict 

Gala information 

25th Annual 

Academy of Friends Gala 

Sunday, February 27, 2005 
Fort Mason Center Festival 
Pavilion, San Francisco 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m.: Food and 
wine tasting, silent auction, 
and Oscar show 
9:30 p.m. to Midnight: 

DJ Dance 

Individual Tickets: $150 
Info: www.academyof- 
friends.org or call (415) 
995-9890. 


in an Additional Content section. 
Oh missy, aren’t we glad for the 
remote’s chaptering button that 
can whisk us to the 30-minute 
mark, where Carlos and Josh have 
their hot-blooded fuck on a beau¬ 
tiful beach. 

I’m glad I got all that off my 
chest. But really, what’s to com¬ 
plain? There’s plenty of butch 
fucking in Going Deep Down 
Under. 

Pump it up 

Party in the Rear is a fuckfest of 
a more ferocious order. Its cast of 
eight encompasses one PA, four 
foreskins, five ethnic guys (His¬ 
panic, French and one self-identi¬ 
fied “melting pot”), and three 
super-sleazy oral cum-shots. The 
PA is on exotic Cory Koons, who’s 
ethnic along with Taurus, Mario 
Cruz, Rick Gonzales and hand¬ 
some, pumped-up star Ivan An¬ 
dros. The astoundingly voracious 
cum-gobbler is Michael Brandon, 
whose ravenous behavior sets the 
movie’s tone. 

Brandon and his Monster cock 
are in nearly every scene of the 
movie, which he co-directed with 
Chris Ward. He explains his artis¬ 
tic credo in an interesting “Behind 


their creativity, and the talent, 
funds and resources that they 
bring to their designs are really 
amazing,” says Solem, who also 
credits Event Producers Winslow 
& Associates with the Gala’s annu¬ 
al success* .y 

La§t year’s event overshot its 
funclraising goal by $50k, raising 
$450k for the beneficiary organi¬ 
zations. As Beneficiary Chair, 
Solem oversaw the selection of or¬ 
ganizations that will benefit from 
this year’s gala. 

“Thirty-six agencies applied, 
and this year we decided to bump 
up our efforts and fund 14 instead 
of our usual 12 beneficiaries,” says 
Solem. “The whole core of the 
event is that it truly gives back to 
the community to generate funds, 
help and medicine for people liv¬ 
ing with HIV/AIDS here in the 
Bay Area.” 

Send in the gown 

Fitting right in with the 
evening’s silver decor will be 
“Bionic Woman” and humanitar¬ 
ian activist Lindsay Wagner, who 




US EDDY ST. BETWEEN TAYLOR AND MASON STs. ONE BLOCK FROM HALUDtE’S PLAZA (CABLE CAR, BART AND MONT STATION) 
Information Tele; 415-88SB887 


OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION 
LIVE EROTIC J/O SHOWS 


SUM THJRU THU JR: 

1LOO - 4.00 - 7.30 PM. 
JPJRX AMJD SAT: 

1.00 - 4.00-7.30-10.00 JPM. 


AZJDTXOM&R& F’OR A JLXVK SHOW 

zrcm arjs wmz.coM& whetn xhetre: 

XS AM ORJSMXMG. 

EAfliy BIRD SPECIAL ADMISSION PRICE (MON. THRU FRL ONLY) SUBJECT 
TO CANCELLATION OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 

FREE LOCKER WITH REFUNDABLE KEY DEPOSIT. 

WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ITEMS LOST FROM LOCKERS, 


ONE OF THE MOVIES NOW PLAYING 




Carlos Morales and Cannon Lee 


the Scenes” segment. His movies 
have no foreplay, fucking that’s ag¬ 
gressive to the point of brutality, 
and tops switching out to bottom. 
That’s exactly what Brandon deliv¬ 
ers, almost to the point of viewer 
exhaustion, as he appears with a 
most receptive Ivan Andros, as 
well as Sean Storm, whose new fa¬ 
cial hair lends him maturity and 
strength, and most especially with 
Joshua Adams, in one of his better 
appearances. Adams and Brandon 
make theirs a gladiatorial bout of 
extreme giving and getting. 

Brandon wields his rigid, foot- 
long bone with a technique that’s 
hair-raisingly impressive: ruthless 
jackrabbit pumping, sudden with¬ 
drawals and sharp, eviscerating 


plunges. God, does he churn up a 
guy’s insides. And talks dirty? His 
mouth may be mean as shit, but 
it’s politically correct — for the 
most part. He calls his partners 
Bottomboy and Cockwhore, and 
thankfully foregoes ManPussy, 
Pussyboy and all other pussy vari¬ 
ants. But right at the end he dis¬ 
appointingly calls Ivan Andros his 
bitch. Andros looks and performs 
magnificently, and deserves a 
more appreciative endearment 
and/or epithet. Still, Brandon is an 
alarmingly exciting sexualist. 
“Holy shit!” he screams as he 
wrenches forth yet another of his 
agonizing orgasms. And that’s ex¬ 
actly my reaction watching him 
fuck. He promises to Wow! ya in 
Party in the Rear, and he does. 
www.RagingStallion.com ▼ 


will appear at the Gala wearing 
the famed Hollywood Graffiti 
Gown. 

Designed by Jerry Skeels and 
Randy McLaughlin of Jeran De¬ 
sign, the black gown is covered 
with the beaded and crystal-en¬ 
crusted signatures of more than 
350 famous women, including 
Judy Garland, Elizabeth Taylor, 
Katharine Hepburn, Mother Tere¬ 
sa, Bette Midler, Whoopi Gold¬ 
berg, Jane Fonda, Barbra 
Streisand, Oscar front-runner 
Hillary Swank, and many more. 

Part of the 25-year-long global 
Fighting AIDS with Fashion pro¬ 
ject, the gown will ultimately be 
auctioned off to raise money for 
the battle against HIV/AIDS, with 
proceeds to support the organiza¬ 
tions that hosted the gown during 


its tour, including the Academy of 
Friends. 

In addition to being a grand 
party, the Academy of Friends Gala 
has truly solved the problem of 
what to do during those innumer¬ 
able commercial breaks during the 
Oscars. Guests can mingle, sample 
wines from 40 wineries, nosh on 
gourmet treats from 40 Bay Area 
restaurants, and bid on silent-auc¬ 
tion items throughout the evening 
(and the Sound Editing Awards). 

Rather than sitting through the 
post-Oscar Barbara Walters special 
(because you’re too shell-shocked 
to change the channel), Academy 
of Friends revelers will be treated 
to a live post-show performance 
and dancing ’til Midnight to the 
sounds of DJ Miguel Migs. All 
that, and a gift bag, too. T 



Bionic Woman Lindsay Wagner will wear the Hollywood Graffiti Gown. 


SMOKERS ARE ALLOWED TO EXIT TO SMOKE. 5 TO 10 MIN ONLY 
PERSONS REMAINING OUTSIDE THEATER LONGER THAN 10 MIN. 
WILL HAVE TO PAY NEW ADMISSION FEE. 


Tony Dimai 
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wo buy 

PORN 

photos, dvd’s, magazines & videos 

call 

Steve 

41 5-621 -1188 

days, or 

Patrick 
41 5-31 0-2325 

evenings <& weekends 



Auto Erotica 

purveyor of vintage porn 
& fine dildos 
4077A 18th Street 
415-861-5787 
open every cloy 



Underwear/Jockstraps Every Pay All Pay! 

* 4aek Off Warehouse 

at the Circled Club 

SF’s Only Nighttime and Daytime J/0 Club 
Club open daily 10 a.m. - midnight 
J/0 Warehouse open daily 12 noon until closing 
Mandatory clothes check Tue & Fri eve - Optional Sat * Sun 

Direie 4 Club 

369 Ellis St. (between Jones & Taylor) 

San Francisco 415.474.6995 
Metro & BART - Powell Street Station 
Admission $10 




Nob Mill Theatre 

Gay Adult Film Festival 


I 

I y I 

02 |] ■ : ■ 11 

www.nobhilltheatre.com 


$10 OFF Admission 
Before 12 Noon!!! 


?S CHANNELS! 

U l/QLOM HOLES! 

16 Live 

Sex Cams 

on the web!! 


729 Bush St. @ Powell 

$5 ALL NIGHT PARKING BUSH & STOCKTON 


The museum is ours! 


Leather Archives & Museum fully funded 




by Mister Marcus 


t was one of those exhilarating 
moments when the efforts of 
people all around the country, 
raising money in the most outra¬ 
geous ways, helped to realize a 
community dream. Leather men 
and women from around the na¬ 
tion and the world helped to pay 
the balloon payment that was due 
in August 2004 to make the 
Leather Archives & Museum 
(LA&M) ours and ours alone. 

Some of the fundraisers were 
so outrageous that even friends of 
gays would blush in wonderment 
and amazement. Most were digni¬ 
fied affairs with respectable peo¬ 
ple. You all came through and 
thank you for that! 

It took founder Chuck 
Renslow only three minutes to 
issue a brief statement of thanks 
to all who helped and then he 
made the call for the mortgage pa¬ 
pers from the LA&M safe to be 
brought to the stage. There stood 
a gleaming chafing dish set on a 
pedestal and he set the document 
on fire with a flick of his Bic. The 
almost 500 people in attendance 
(some in the theatre itself and 
many more in the basement 
watching on closed circuit TV 
screen) roared with approval. It 
was the crowning moment of an 
achievement many thought im¬ 
possible. 

Jon Krongaard, the VP of the 
LA&M, injected a lot of levity into 
the proceedings as various board 
members spoke of the projects in 
progress. Awards were given to 
several people who had gone 
above and beyond to con¬ 
tribute various talents, funds, 
hard work, blood, sweat and 
tears. The board mem¬ 
bers chipped in to give a 
gift to Rick Storer and 
his lover an all-expense 
paid trip to a destination 
of their choice. 

So yes, the muse¬ 
um is now ours, but 
any worthy institution 
cannot survive with¬ 
out maintenance, so a not-so-des- 
perate fund drive will remain in 
effect to pay the maintenance, 
lighting, heating and other ex¬ 
penses involved with any major 
museum. The LA&M itself has a 
sparkling new library, tasteful dis¬ 
plays of photos, books, memora¬ 
bilia, patches, run pins, bar an¬ 
niversary pins and a myriad of 
other items that attest to the 
memorable artifacts of the 
Leather Nation. Just one visit will 
make you flush with memories of 
days gone by, events you attended 
or missed and photographs of 
icons you’ve always read about but 
never really saw in person. It’s a 
beautiful space and I urge you to 


A stirring moment in leather history 
burned the paid-off mortgage of the 
Chicago last Sunday, February 20. 


came as founder Chuck Renslow 
Leather Archives & Museum in 


support and visit the museum at 
every opportunity. There are 
countless people to thank for this 
presence, too many to list here, 
but know that every nickel, dime, 
dollar you contributed, or that 
event you staged went to preserve 
the brilliant pastiche of leather- 
oriented history you probably 
attended, produced or helped 
to be successful. And yes, 
there were a few tears 
shed during that mo¬ 
ment when Mr. Renslow 
burned that mortgage. 
Donations made in the 
name(s) of those no 
longer with us. 
There’s a very popular 
bookstore in San 
Francisco called “A Clean, Well- 
Lighted Place”. That’s what our 
museum is. Go visit your past and 
the deeds of your predecessors in 
the wonderful world of leather. 

Sashes galore from Philly 
to London 

Six more titleholder names 
were added to the burgeoning list 
over the past weekend. There’s a 
new Mr. CellBlock Leather, 
George Brown; a new Mr. Hoist- 
London Leather, Richard Soulsby; 
a new Mr. Philadelphia Leather, 
Bill Hawk; and a new Ms. 
Philadelphia Leather, Dawn 
Marie, the very close friend of 
Nick Dyanik one of my favorite 


Meet Richard Soulsby, Mr. Hoist 
Leather 2005 (Left) with former 
Mr. Hoist John Pendal and IML 
2003. Mr. Soulsby won overl5 
other contestants to win the title 
and will compete at IML 2005 in 
Chicago in May. 

Philadelphia people. 

Six men competed for the Mr. 
Cell Block Leather contest: Joseph 
Sarlo, Sean Garcia, Eric Ocasio, 
Dontay Thrasher, Russ Hilgert and 
Charles E. Brown, Jr. As a mem¬ 
ber of the judging panel (and all 
the other judges will agree), this 
was one of the most encouraging 
adventures, contestant-wise, that I 
have seen in a long time. Each 
competitor was sterling silver, and 
next page ► 


EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Weekend, February 24-27 

South Plains Leather Fest in Dallas, Texas with 
Mr. and Ms. So. Plains Leather and International 
Mater & Slave contests. I'll be there judging so 
you'll be the first to know the results. 

Thursday, February 24 

Bare Chest Calendar Contest at 2200 tonight at 
the Powerhouse Bar. Enter. Win. Become a 
fundraiser with little effort. 

Friday, February 25 

Mr. Ringold Alley Leather contest in San Diego at 
the Hole at 2000. Winner advances to Mr. San 
Diego Leather competition. Also, The 15 Associa¬ 


tion 15th Anniversary Dinner at the Pan Pacific 
Hotel, with reception at 1800, dinner at 2000. 

Saturday, February 26 

Nominations for the Golden Dildeaux Awards 
(April 16) begin today with nomination forms at 
the Eagle, Powerhouse, Marlena’s Daddy’s, the Edge 
and Mr. Lee-Ona’s. Also the 15 Association month¬ 
ly play party at the usual location. For invite, call 
673-0452 or visit: www.thel5association.com. 

Thursday, March 3 

Another bare chest calendar contest at the Power¬ 
house around 2200. Become volunteer in a fun pro¬ 
ject. 
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Blow 

Buddies 

Parties 

Always Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Open after 
hours Thu, Fri & Sat! 


Member 

Appreciation 

Night 

MAN Party! 

Wed., Mar. 2 

door 9-11pm 
play 'til 1 or 2am 


The royal family 

Report from the Imperial Coronation 


Nasty toys for nasty boys 


by Donna Sachet 


an Francisco was flooded 
with dignitaries, and our 
calendar was filled with en¬ 
gagements last weekend as we cel¬ 
ebrated Imperial Coronation and 
the 40th Anniversary of the Inter¬ 
national Court System. It all 
began on Thursday night with a 
private reception at the Blue Muse 
for the San Francisco Emperors 
and Empresses with Jose, Empress 
I, the Widow Norton. It truly was 
a historic gathering, particularly 
with the attendance of Emperor II 
Russ, Empress V Willis, and Em¬ 
press VIII Maxine, all of whom 
reigned over 30 years ago, but 
looked remarkably spry and con¬ 
vivial. 

The next night, Marlena’s Bar 
hosted a reception honoring the 
anniversary monarchs — that is, 
those who are celebrating five, 10, 
15, or more years since their 
reigns. On stage were Empress V 
Willis, Emperor XVIII Simeon, 
Empress XXV Marlena, Emperor 
XXVIII John Carillo, Empress 
XXXV Susie Wong, Emperor 
XXIII Brian Benamati, and my¬ 
self. We went from there to the 
host hotel for visiting dignitaries, 
the Sir Francis Drake, where a 
lively show ensued. The Court of 
Hawaii overwhelmed the audi¬ 
ence with a well-rehearsed pro¬ 
duction number encompassing 
traditional Hawaiian dance. 

All these events were 
merely in preparation 
for Imperial Corona¬ 
tion at the Gift Center on 
Saturday night. Reigning 
Emperor Fernando and 
Empress China Silk coordi¬ 
nated a beautiful 
evening, full of 
entertainment, 
presentations 
from some 40 courts, and a touch¬ 
ing farewell as they brought their 
reign to a close If you have never 
attended a coronation, be warned: 
they are not for the faint of heart! 
Beginning at 6 p.m., they fre¬ 
quently last until Midnight, with 
pageantry and regalia. 

Among the most memorable 
moments this year were Empress 
V Willis’ anniversary walk with 
the lineage of SF Emperors assem¬ 
bled on stage behind her; an en¬ 
gaging, live, singing medley of jazz 
music from Madam X; and the 
presentation of the first-ever Em¬ 
press Pat Montclaire Award of Ex¬ 
cellence to Empress XXXI Cock- 


New Empress of San Francisco Tiger Lily and Emperor John-Richard. 


atielia. The crowd demonstrated 
appropriate respect for an event of 
this magnitude by dressing in 
their most elegant gowns, uni¬ 
forms, and tuxedos, many 
adorned with jeweled 
crowns, sparkling 
tiaras, and resplendent 
jewelry. When all was 
said and done, the 
evening closed with the 
announcement of the vot¬ 
ing results from 
the previous 
weekend, and 
the crowning of 
the new Emperor and Empress of 
San Francisco, John-Richard and 
Tiger Lily, beautifully captured on 
film by Steven Underhill. 

Grave concerns 

The one truly unique aspect of 
a San Francisco Imperial Corona¬ 
tion weekend is the annual pil¬ 
grimage to Emperor Joshua Nor¬ 
ton’s grave in Colma. Jose Sarria 
claims to be the widow of Joshua 
Norton, the eccentric personality 
of the last century and self-pro¬ 
claimed Emperor of the United 
States and Protector of Mexico, 
who amused SF with his whimsi¬ 
cal costumes, lofty proclamations, 


and self-produced currency. This 
year, even after a lengthy corona¬ 
tion the night before and dismal 
weather on Sunday, a dedicated 
band of court members and his¬ 
tory buffs followed Jose’s trek and 
paid their respects at the grave of 
our symbolic ancestor. The 
lengthy but often hilarious pro¬ 
ceedings included a splendid per¬ 
formance by the Gay Freedom 
Band led by Jadine Louie, a har¬ 
rowing knife-and-baton twirler, 
stirring remarks from Reverend 
Don Fox of the Night Ministry, 
and an extraordinary dog act. 
Many of the attendees will be 
musing about this unique event 
for years to come. 

Although it will miss my dead¬ 
line, the final event of the weekend 
was the 40th Anniversary Celebra¬ 
tion on Sunday night. Those with 
the stamina to keep going were re¬ 
warded with an elegant party with 
a ceremonial procession of the SF 
Monarchs, formal recognition 
from State and local officials, and 
delightful music from Gail Wilson 
and City Swing. The marathon 
weekend was scheduled to end 
with spirited dancing and a re¬ 
newed pride in our shared her¬ 
itage. ▼ 


Mister Marcus 

A previous page 

all were “players” as well. It was 
one of the most difficult judging 
duties I’ve had in a long time. 

When the hoopla was over, 
Charles Brown emerged the win¬ 
ner, with Eric Ocasio the 1st run¬ 
ner-up and Russ Hilgert the 2nd 
runner-up. The CellBlock really 
knows how to throw a contest! 

In London, a whopping 16 
men competed for the Mr. Hoist 
Leather 2005 contest at one of Eu¬ 
rope’s premier leather bars in 
South London. The contest began 
at midnight on Saturday night 
and ended around 1:30AM on 
Sunday morning. IML 2003 John 
Pendal MC’d the event and stated 
“No national anthems, no speech¬ 
es, no interviews and no changes 
of clothing”. Audience ballots al¬ 
ways choose the winner and when 


it was over that hunky, hunky 
Richard Soulsby will make the 
trek to Chicago next May to com¬ 
pete at IML 2005. 

Hardly any details were for¬ 
warded about the Mr. and Ms. 
Philadelphia Leather competition, 
but know that Dawn Marie is Ms. 
Philadelphia Leather and Bill Hawk 
is Mr. Philadelphia Leather. All the 
above winners advance to the next 
higher level of competition. 

No word has come yet from 
the Black & Tan Uniform Club 
about who won their Mr. Regi¬ 
ment Leather contest in Los Ange¬ 
les, and I was unable to attend the 
Mr./Ms. Olympus Leather contest 
in Chicago due to prior commit¬ 
ments. I missed the Mr. Saliva 
contest as well. 

Motorcycle Awards 

In San Francisco, the Inter- 
Club Fund’s Motorcycle Awards 
took place on Saturday night and 


more people were recognized for 
their efforts. The list is long but 
some of the main winners were: 
Man and Woman of the Year: Dirk 
Burns and Ms. Vick Germany. 
Lifetime Achievement: Karl 
Schuck of Alameda. Biker of the 
Year for both North & South Cal¬ 
ifornia: Eric Gilfand. Best Run of 
the Year South: Satyr’s MC and 
Best Run of the Year North: 
Leather/Levi Weekend. 

Best SF Leather Contest: Mr. 
SF Leather; Best Fundraiser: 
Phoenix Uniform Club for the 
Military Ball; 

The Pantheon of Leather 
Awards list is long but you can 
read the winners on www.the- 
leatherjournal.com. 

This column will no longer ap¬ 
pear on www.leatherPage.com but 
it will be on the BAR’s website 
(www.ebar.com) sometime in 
March. You will all know when the 
BAR’s website becomes a reality. ▼ 
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The karmic-cycle diaries 



by Victoria A. Brownworth 


here we were, last column, 
lamenting the dearth of 
queer characters on the tube 
and then, presto chango, every 
third character now is a lesbian or 
bi-curious. Lesbians are, appar¬ 
ently, the idea dujour. Are we 
powerful or what? 

Last week we saw 
an amazing kiss be¬ 
tween Bianca and 
Maggie on All My 
Children. Nothing 
like the restrained 
and thus harmless 
kisses between 
Bianca and 
Lena. In this 
kiss, Bianca, 
whom we have always known to 
be a butch item beneath her casu¬ 
ally femme exterior, took Maggie’s 
face in her hands and kissed her. 
Those lovely Victorian lips of 
Eden Riegel’s enveloping Eliza¬ 
beth Hendrickson’s. It was just like 
any other soap kiss, passionate 
and R-rated, only it was two 
women. Maggie, despite her anger 
with Bianca, totally gave in to the 
kiss. Just like real life (or The L 
Word.) Magic. 

But wait! The very same night 
of the afternoon we were watch¬ 
ing Bianca and Maggie kissing, 
Marissa and Alex were kissing on 
the beach on The O.C. And an 
hour later, the entire episode of 


ER was devoted to Kerri Weaver 
(Laura Innes), ER’s lesbian char¬ 
acter, and her meeting with her bi¬ 
ological mother, a born-again 
Christian to whom she showed a 
photo of her dead lover and their 
son. 

Then, a few days later, Law & 
Order: SVU had a lesbian mo¬ 
ment, and Law & Order had a 
woman on trial who had 
a lesbian as well as 
male lover. 

Then, over on Wife 
Swap, our current fa¬ 
vorite reality show, a 
Republican, funda¬ 
mentalist Christian, 
Texan family 
was switching 
with a liberal, 
lesbian house¬ 
hold. Talk about bold! Especially 
because the martinet Republican 
mother and the lesbian mom re¬ 
ally got into it over politics and 
“lifestyle,” and nothing was done 
to soften the Republican mom’s 
virulently homophobic attitudes. 
It was a very good episode of a 
show that is always enlightening 
about how families in America 
live. 

Is it something in the water? If 
it were all one network, we might 
think so. But it’s Fox, ABC and 
NBC. Lesbomania! 

Soap suds 

Now, we really didn’t need any 
more guilty pleasures to watch 


when we should be reading or 
having a life, and we have resisted 
succumbing to regular viewing of 
The OC for a full season. But now, 
thanks to Marissa and Alex, we are 
caught up in the prime-time 
soaper that was an early addiction 
for many who missed Melrose 
Place and Beverly Hills 90210. 

Mischa Barton (Marissa) has 
been down the bi-curious route 
before in a Canadian film we 
loved a few years back called Lost 
and Delirious, so it’s not new ter¬ 
ritory for her. But the develop¬ 
ment of Marissa’s character into 
one who will try anything once 
has been a realistic evolution on 
the program. 

Of course, Marissa’s going to 
try Alex more than once. They 
kissed on Valentine’s Day, and she 
has already revealed the affair to 
her best friend Summer, who was 
seeing Alex s ex, Seth and... like we 
said, prime time soap. Loving it. 

Like when Marissa told Sum¬ 
mer about Alex, and Summer 
hugged her then asked, “You’re 
not getting turned on by this, are 
you?” Or when Marissa, fresh 
from her night on the beach with 
Alex, turns up early to see her and 
finds Alex’s house full of L Word- 
style couples and takes flight. Or 
when Marissa comes back later 
and asks to meet the friends, mak¬ 
ing Alex’s face light up. 

Back on AMC, Eden Riegel is 
leaving at the end of February, 
taking Bianca’s character with her. 
Things are heating up between 
Bianca and Maggie, and Maggie’s 
fiance Jonathan is turning out to 
be a guy with serious problems. 
Since our sources at ABC tell us 
Hendrickson is also leaving, we 


think Bianca and Maggie just 
might leave together. Stay tuned. 

Lesbians might be everywhere, 
but gay men are apparently only 
in the White House — oh, and on 
The Simpsons. In the ever-more- 
astounding hypocrisy of the Bush 
Administration, some of you may 
have missed the story about Jim 
Guckert, a former gay escort who 
appeared some months back as a 
“reporter” for an instantly-creat¬ 
ed right-wing news service, Talon, 
covering the White House. Guck¬ 
ert, who received press credentials 
under a fake name, Jeff Gannon, 
appears to have been, like Arm¬ 
strong Williams and Maggie Gal¬ 
lagher, a journalistic shill for the 
Bush Administration. Guckert, 
who had access to an amazing 
amount of insider info without 


Days/Being Wild 

A page 37 

cheap cologne. The whiff of homo 
pheromones are definitely in the 
air, especially in a scene late in the 
film where Tide picks the passed- 
out drunk Yuddy up off a Philip¬ 
pine street after he’s been rolled by 
a female prostitute. 

Yuddy’s desires, apart from 
himself, are mostly directed to¬ 
wards a wealthy, aging ex-hooker 
who is the closest thing to a moth¬ 
er he’s ever known. Tita Munoz 
milks the overtly incestuous di¬ 
mensions of her relationship with 
her “son,” at one point offering 
him the chance to ride off with 
her to America, on the tab of an 
older gentleman admirer. Yuddy, 
whose violent streak jumps out of 
the closet when he brutally as¬ 
saults a gigolo he suspects of rob¬ 
bing his stepmom, demands that 
he be told the identity and where¬ 
abouts of his birth-mother. One 
fears that this knowledge will 
command a dear price. 

Days of Being Wild evokes a 
nostalgia for those golden mo¬ 
ments when the promise of youth 
had yet to be frittered away, open¬ 
ing on the eve of the ’60s. Yuddy’s 
seduction line to the emotionally 
withdrawn bartender Su Lizhen 
(Maggie Cheung) is that they are 
already “one-minute friends,” one 
minute before three o’clock, April 
16, 1960. The ’60s are remem¬ 
bered as one long commercial for 
the lovely decadence of Western 
consumer products: the six-and- 
one-half-ounce glass bottles of 
Coke; Yuddy’s Don Juanmobile, a 
sleek, swift Mercedes; and the 
phallic-like cigarettes. 

Days of Being Wild’s only truly 
happy moments occur when 
Yuddy is allowed to completely 
give in to his narcissism: combing 
his slick-black hair in the mirror, 
reveling in a post-coital smoke, or 
best yet, dancing by himself in his 


actually being a journalist, was in 
the press pool specifically to ask 
questions that would give the 
White House an opportunity to 
push their anti-gay agenda, as well 
as deflect attention from real 
questions by genuine reporters. 

It doesn’t matter if 
Gannon/Guckert is or isn’t gay, 
he’s facilitating the anti-gay agen¬ 
da of this Administration, as well 
as keeping real reporters from ask¬ 
ing serious questions about the 
dangerous things this Administra¬ 
tion is doing. Gannon/Guckert 
was also put in play to be called on 
by the President to ask benign 
questions that Bush could answer 
without tying up his tongue. 

What’s seriously astonishing is 
that this alleged gay hooker got 
the Bernard Kerik treatment, 
which is to say, no vetting. It 
would seem to us that in a Patriot 
Act-driven Administration in a 
post-9/11 world, checking out 
who is sitting in the White House 
press corps just might be good 
policy. Even if that person is a 
shill. Of course, now the White 
House has been hoisted on its 
own petard, since the porn-site 
material of Gannon is everywhere. 
But the damage Guckert did with 
his gay-baiting questions can’t be 
underestimated. Meanwhile, back 
at the unreality ranch of the Bush 
White House, the Bush team has 
ordered the words “gay,” “lesbian,” 
bisexual” and “transgendered” be 
removed from the program of a 
federally-funded conference on 
suicide prevention. 


underwear. Yuddy’s ambivalent 
feelings towards the rest of hu¬ 
mankind are reflected in a half- 
joking wrestling bout with a re¬ 
bellious dance-hall girl, Mimi 
(Carina Lau). Pinning her down 
in a hallway window, Yuddy cov¬ 
ers her nostrils with his thumbs, as 
he slyly wonders, “How long can 
you keep from breathing?” Leslie 
Cheung is an incendiary screen 
presence: few actors can get as 
much mileage from lying half- 
dressed in a messy bed drenched 
in the afterglow of sex. 

The film feels a little unfin¬ 
ished. Wong Kar-wai confesses 
that budgetary restraints prevent¬ 
ed him from completing his origi¬ 
nal scheme for the film. The direc¬ 
tor makes up for his poverty of re¬ 
sources by astutely juggling multi¬ 
ple-story lines and character 
points of view, effectively damping 
down our emotional expectations 
with a muted color palette — red, 
signifying great happiri^s§in the 
Chinese culture, is ruthlessly ban¬ 
ished, with the exception of the 
opening shots of the Coke ma¬ 
chine — the seductive claustro¬ 
phobia of rainy Hong Kong streets, 
and the insidious use of cheap 
Hawaiian guitar music projected 
over jungle foliage. All throughout, 
clocks loudly tick, as if the charac¬ 
ters (all of whom give off the feel¬ 
ing of wild birds trapped in gilded 
cages) were personally counting 
down the remaining 37 years of 
British rule in Hong Kong. 

You may get more of a jolt 
from the sex-crazed lovers of 
Happy Together, and feel more 
poignantly In the Mood For Love’s 
assertion that love is impossible, 
but Days of Being Wild is where 
these great films got their inspira¬ 
tion, Wong Kar-Wai’s personal 
get-out-of-jail-free card from the 
Hong Kong martial-arts industry. 
The sad truth that we’ll never have 
another Leslie Cheung film is off¬ 
set by this early neglected treasure. 
He’s in our dreams again. T 
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The AH NEW Bench and Bar 
2111 Franklin St, @ 21st. Street. 
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Bringing together 
men of all ages, 
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and sizes. 



ART: MIKE THORN 


NOW OPEN 2 pm Sat. & Sun. * 4 pm weekdays 

2051 Market at Church • Info: 864-3767 • massage appts: 255-4921 • erossf.com 



next page ► 








































24 February 2005 BAY AREA REPORTER 45 


»UJJJ 


Splitting hairs 
with Jose 
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Personals 


by Sweet Lips 


sn’t life great! There I was, sit¬ 
ting in the Viking Hair Salon 
while Robbie was cutting my 
hair when a big, black stretch limo 
pulled up and the driver, Rick 
Zonie, got out and opened the 
door. And who should get out but 
Grand Empress Jose, just up from 
Palm Springs for all the 
Coronation activi¬ 
ties, and looking 
just fabulous! 

Jose had her hair 
cut by Robbie, and then 
Dennis Tyler and I 
drove her to the Sir 
Francis Drake, the 
host hotel. You must 
remember she is younger than I, 
and I still love her. 

Congratulations to our new 
Empress and Emperor. May you 
both have a great reign with much 
fun. Sorry I missed all the Coro¬ 
nation activities due to my illness, 
but having attended for 30 years, 
I have a pretty good idea of what 
happened and what I missed. 
Thank you L. James and David for 
bringing me a great lunch at 
home! We had a lovely visit. 

I want to thank Mason and the 
staff of Ginger’s Trois, and of 
course Emperor Steve Rasher, for 
the fabulous party for the Port¬ 
land contingent, a very successful 
fundraiser. Of course I got to see 
friends old and new. Be advised 


Paul Ruehl and George Russo are 
now living in Buffalo, New York. 

Well, Charlie at Kimo’s has 
hired another Club Rendez-Vous 
employee, the popular and talent¬ 
ed Ron Rios, who will be working 
on Sunday and Monday from 8 
p.m. until closing, so drop by and 
have a libation with him. 

I understand that Paul and 
David have some feelers out for a 
new Club Rendez-Vous lo¬ 
cation, and I hope they 
locate something 
soon. 

The Mix Bar 
on 18th Street in 
the Castro has 
Marlow Watts 
working morn¬ 
ings on Saturdays, 
Sundays and Mondays. The Mix is 
one of the most popular bars in 
the Castro area. 

Talk about popular bartenders! 
Empress Maxine is still holding 
court at Marlena’s. Heard you 
looked fabulous at the Corona¬ 
tion! 

Jerry Olsen runs the Lone Star 
Saloon in a really great way. They 
have a good staff and drinks and 
excellent vibes. So when you’re 
South of Market on Harrison 
Street between 9th 8c 10th, make 
the Lone Star one of your stops. 

Joe down at Aunt Charlie’s 
Lounge goes all out on his theme 
decorations, so check them out. 
The place has great lighting, and 
the themes change all year long. ▼ 



Lavender Tube 

◄ previous page 

Apparently, if queer kids kill 
themselves, it’s alright by this 
President. Someone should send 
that memo to the Cheneys. 

So to re-cap, as they say on 
ESPN: the Bush team hires a gay 
prostitute with no journalistic 
credentials, gives him high-level 
clearance to the White House 
without having the FBI check 
him out, has him shill for them 
and spew anti-gay rhetoric from 
the press box for all the world to 
view on the tube. Got that? Kind 
of makes the furor over the Clin¬ 
tons letting their pals sleep in the 
Lincoln bedroom seem a tad 
silly. 

Gannon/Guckert may not be 
Roy Cohn reincarnated (not 
smart enough), but he is that pe¬ 
culiarly disturbing kind that 
seems to be endemic to the Re- 
publithug Party: the anti-queer 
queer who finds power so intoxi¬ 
cating he’s willing to do almost 
anything to obtain it. Remember 
Andrew Sullivan a few months 
back doing his apologia for the 
murderers of Matthew Shepard 
on ABC’s Prime Time Live? What 
does Mr. Gay Neo-Con have to say 
about Gannon/Guckert? 

’Toon up 

Meanwhile, while gay prosti¬ 
tutes are sitting in the White 
House press pool, the Right is 
once again getting jiggy over gays 
in cartoons. Bill O’Reilly got crazy 
earlier in the week over the con¬ 
tinuing controversy about the les¬ 
bians and the bunny rabbit on 
PBS, previously reported in this 
column. O’Reilly, ever one for hy¬ 
perbole, noted that the animated 
rabbit Buster visiting the children 
of real-life families with lesbian 
parents in Vermont on the PBS 


show was comparable to “visiting 
a bigamy situation in Utah” or “an 
S&M thing in the East Village.” Or 
possibly just the press corps when 
“Jeff Gannon” was shilling for the 
Prez? 

As if O’Reilly’s ridiculousness 
weren’t enough, everyone on the 
Right is in a tizzy over The Simp¬ 
sons taking on gay marriage on 
their episode last Sunday. The 
Simpsons is on Fox, the most con¬ 
servative network on the tube. It’s 
also regarded as a positive show by 
many conservatives because it fea¬ 
tures regular, church-going, Chris¬ 
tian characters. And it is, might we 
just remind folks, a cartoon. A 
smart, savvy, hip cartoon, but a car¬ 
toon nevertheless. Did these folks 
ever hear the one about the stones 
and the glass house? The episode 
was as wonderful as ever: some¬ 
thing for everyone to be offended 
by. And we’re always especially 
happy when the Right is offended. 

One of America’s great actors, 
who made part of his career out of 
offending those abusing their 
power, died last week. Ossie Davis 
was a movie, theatre and TV star, 
a writer and an activist. He was 
black on TV before there were 
blacks on TV, and well before 
there were other than stereotypi¬ 
cal blacks on TV. Davis described 
himself as “essentially a storyteller, 
and the story I want to tell is about 
black people. Sometimes I sing the 
story, sometimes I dance it, some¬ 
times I tell tall tales about it. But I 
always want to share my great sat¬ 
isfaction at being a black man at 
this time in history.” 

Black History Month has gone 
relatively unremarked on the tube 
except on UPN and PBS, natural¬ 
ly. As Black History Month draws 
to a close, we do well to remember 
a man like Davis, who was so fine 
an actor and so decent a man. 

Stay tuned. You never know 
what you might see on the tube. ▼ 
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Healing Massage 

I Swedish Style 
’ Nurturing 
Therapeutic 


Connect with your core energy and experience 
a state of peace, bliss and deep relaxation 


Brian 415-252-8126 

www.MassageByBrtan.com 



Deep Tissue 
Shiatsu 



Supportive, 
Sensual, 
Nurturing 
and Healing 
ouch 
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700 



R< 


.. Ri ai 

Massac.i: 

Swedish 
Deep Tissue 
Relaxing 
18 Years Experience 
rvTessiooal 1M17CMT 
uji^mfortabie space 
ICrasft ena Vista Park 


ov 415-252-5606 
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COMPLETE RELEASE 


CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 
FULL BOOY/FULL PLEASURE 


BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
9 0-MIIMUTES/$40 
CALL: SSS-682-56 7 5 


SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF 24Hr 
Mark 398-2441 


YOUNG SMOOTH 
TENDER ASIAN 

OUT $60 

DAVE 395-9354 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

30,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 
948-7244. 


SANTA ROSA 
HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and social programs. 

Roger 707-525-1771 


COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place. 

Chuck* (510)388-4941 


SJ SF EB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM^/SW'/lSO/e-S. 
Sensual full body acupressure & 
Shiatsu massage w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 
408-202-0811. 


www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED 

TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 
Derek, CMT (415) 255-1164 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 
Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 




BODY2RELAX 

Alejandro CMT 


415 . 297.8360 

body2relax@ 

YAHOO.COM 


TENNIS 
LESSONS 
OFFERED 
MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/hr 


NURTURING 

MASCULINE 

TOUCH 

Come Home To Your Male Body. 
Castro. In $39. 

Peter • 298-3309 


Hot Asian/Spanish Dude 57" 135# 

EROTIC 

MASSAGE 

Str8 acting 23 yo, horny & friendly 
In/Out calls - Nick 
415-690-6552 


SEXY SOCCER 
PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 
441-2854 


RESPECTFULLY 

SENSUAL 

Professional Massage Performed 
in the nude allowing mutual 
touch & release. Visa/M C/Amex 
Steven, CMT 415 626-4800 

WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 


FERNANDO 

r 

Swedish 

and 

deep 

1 tissue mas|„ 
sage 

in and out® 

415.505.9056 

fernandoalvaro@earthlink.net 


LOVING 
STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 

STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 


balancing Touch 

Therapeutic and relaxing. 
Skillfully blending Acupressure, 
Hawaiian Lomilomi, Cranio- 
Sacral, Jin Shin Jyutsu and 
Hot Magical Stones. Non-sexual. 
Ramona 415.374.8963 



TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, 
hung Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add 
$5. Call Dick 
415-244-8828 


Magnificent Massage "Huge Hands" 
Relax, Nurture. Rich 
510-207-0545 


EAST BAY 
MASSAGE 

Therapeutic To Erotic, Relaxing 
To Deeply Stimulating. $100 For 
90 Min. Brad 510-418-0979 Or Go 
To Website: Bradinberkeley.com 


Vallejo: Massage4Men 
(925)200-6236 

Ell 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 yr 
old. Student discount. In/Out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric * 841-5870. 


INTEGRATIVE 

BODYWORK 

Dr. Kirk Prine, CMT 415 552-7417 
www-fleshandspi rit.org/kp2.htm I 


Castro Certified *0nly $50 / $70 

*WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur * 415-621-4517 
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MASSAGE 




SENSUAL DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 


Magical Massage Mastery that heals 

while it pleasures from a 

CMT who knows how to electrify 

the body. Oak 

Greg 510-547-1364. 


FIRESIDE 

MASSAGE 

Unique Style Therapeutic And Erotic 
Massage In Front Of A Fireplace. 

Out Calls Available Also. 

Johnny 505-3060 


EASTBAYNUDE 

MASSAGE 

For A Warm, Erotic Experience 
Enjoy A Nude Fullbody Massage. 
$40/hr • Jim 510-527-7630 


Young Nude Massage SfErotic.corn^ 


CUTE ASIAN 
CMT 

26Y0 Fit Smooth Hot Nice Nude 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage & 
More Union Square 
415 368-4628 


24 Y.O. 5'8 x 150 Strt., Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN 
RUB!! 

Soft Sensl. Touch Steve 
994-9409 


Hairy, Muscular, 5'10" 185 Very 
Experienced. Erotic, Sensual, 
Playful Massage. Nude, Table 
415-934-9325. 

Cell is 415-310-6624 Jim 





Come feel the 
heat of Thailand. 

Sensual Thai MSG 
by Kob 346-7975 

ASIAN 10CK 


www.MassageByMack.com 

51 0 . 237.2248 


In/Out 
$100 - 2 hr 
25 - 5* 7” - 138 


(all RON 

(415) 235-2755 

Full Body 
Deep Tissue 
Pressure 
Therapeutic 
lensuai 


Professional Foot & Body 
with Aroma Oils 


THAI MASSAGE 


WAT *0 T8MMJ 


Prostate Massage For Health And 
Intense "Bliss." Plus Full-Body. 
60 In 989-7736 Union Sq Area 


SOMAHANDS.COM 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage By 
Handsome Fit Professional. 

Scott CMT 
415/864-6384 


SEXY C.M.T. 

Great Massage By Experienced 
Well Endowed Friendly CMT 
320-0302 


Erotic, Sensual Massage Out Only 
Cute Boy, 22, Friendly. 

410-4105 


Expert Pro CMT 15 Yrs; Healing 

DEEP SWEDISH 
MASSAGE 

Noe Val. Ed. 244-5486 
$60/Hr. $85/90M. 


COMPASSIONATE 

SENSUAL 

TOUCH 

Sensual Swedish Full Body 
Massage. Very Friendly Intuitive 
Handsome CMT. Trim, 49. Private 
Studio. All Amenities. $60/Hr 
$75/90Min. 

Call Del 415-722-1406 


Sexy Jock, Italian, 6', 175 Lbs, 8" 
Sensual Massage, Plus! In/Out 
John (510) 658-2437 



FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, Energetic And Athletic. 
Fernando CMT 510-325-7725 In/Out 

E12 

www.SfGaymassage.com 


Relaxing Swedish Massage. 
$55/Hr In Only. 

Call Rob 415-845-4807 


Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 

' E01 

San Jose Massage • (408)729-7156 


EXCELLENT 

MASSAGE 

Hot Nude Erotic Touch/Skilled 
Intuitive Bodywork 2 Your Needs 
In Warm Clean Studio Nr Dolores 
Park By Tall, Smooth Muse. Blond 
W/Strong Hands lHr=$85, 90 Min. 
= $100, 2Hrs =$120 Heron Saline 
CMT 415/706-9740/Also Avail: 
Tantra, Hypno-, Sports-, & Prostate 
Massage. 


HOT AND SEXY 
LATINO 

For Erotic Massage 28y/o 150Lbs 5/8 
Handsome Masculine And Friendly 
Call Luis 336-0419 In Or Out 


ASIAN EAST 
BAY 

Sensual Full Body Massage 
In $50, Out $60, 510-420-0112 
Kenji 

Slim Fit Latin CMT 

WWW.ARTRUB.COM 



MASSAGE BY 

TONYcmt. 


LAKE MERRITT 
SPECIAL 

Pro Healer Blends Therapeutic + 
Erotic For Men Who Want It All. 
Call Tom 510-251-2480. 


Body Electric CMT In Town Feb 17- 
28. Offering Butt Prostate, Colonics, 
Erotic And Much More. All Info On 
30 Pg Website. 10am-9pm Visa/Mc 
Paul 510-437-1999 
WWW.KINKMASSAGE.COM 

E08 


Bisexual Surfer CMT BI/BI 5'9" 150 
8 by 6 Hotels OK Liam 
205-6378. 


Mack's "Fullbody" Table Massage 
In & Out Calls 415-350-0968 


RETREAT 

Ecstatic Gatekeepers 552-7417 
www.fleshandspirit.org 

Masculine, Tall Dark Handsome Bi 
Fitness Model In Town For 2 Weeks 
Only. Deep Tissue, Swedish Or Sen¬ 
sual Massage, Full Nude Rubdown w/ 
Interactive Full Release. 6'0Tall, 
230Lbs, 7.5%b/f, 10 Uncut Throb¬ 
bing Inches, Competition Ready 
Physique. Sincere, Genuine & Really 
Want To Please You. Trained In 
Massage For 2 Yrs, Really Know My 
Way Around A Man's Body! In/Out- 
calls 24/7. Located Union Sq. Area. 
My Stats R Accurate & Guaranteed! 
Call Tyson at (415) 637-4365. 

Leave A Message If I'm Working, I'll 
Call You Back. 


SURE AS 
SHOOTING 

Stress Will Kill You. Relax! 
Castro. In $39. • 

Peter 298-3309 


Young Brown Uncut *24/7* 540-0269 




5’11” • 195# 
Masculine 47yo 

Deep Swedish 
7am-11pm In/Out 

510.601.6995 



ASIAN / THAI 

(Thai Massage 
SwethsWDeep Tissue 
[Relaxation 
|TherajMSUtic 
* 9 ”, 140 lbB.,gym tone 

Call Tu (CMT) 

1415-9994787 


SUPERB ASIAN MASSAGE 

FULL BODY RELAXING INTUITIVE 
SENSUOUS & SATISFYING 

in/$45 • out/$65 for l hr 
LATE HRS OK ♦ CERTIFIED 

shin (650) 579-3526 


HOT LATIN BODY 
WORK CASTRO AREA 
2/25 TO 3/7 

Sensual Full Body Work. Swedish 
Massage. Done In A Private Place, 
Clean, Shower... Curious, Bi, Cou¬ 
ples Welcome. George (954) 394- 
9917 Hotlatmia@hotmail.com 


ANTONIO 

Sensual Relax Massage See Pics 
www.gaydarguys.com/aztecproud 
Out Only 415-577-3086 


EL MATADOR 
MEXICANO 

In/Out (650) 219-2766 

ENRIQUE 

www.Face-pic.com/Enrique68 

EROTIC MASSAGE 


NAPA, VERY BEST 
DEEP TISSUE 

Swedish Massage. Beautiful Hillside 
Location. David CMT 
707.738.9577 


CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT 
BODYWORK • PAMPER 
YOURSELF BY 
CALLING DREW @ 
415-255-0850 
31,5'11", 175 Lbs. Outgoing. Strong 
Hands. No Attitude. Email Me: 
M assagebyd rew@ea rth I i n k. net 

Peninsula Therapeutic & Erotic 
In/Out Full Body TLC 
650 367-7528 


Exotic And Erotic 
Two Man Massage 
www.4DChurch.com 
415-240-1240 


EB/SB/PEN. 
THERAPEUTIC 
DISCREET, NUDE, 

DEEP TISSUE. 

LATINO/ASIAN 

In/Out, $60/70. Prostate Option. 

Shower. 

650-669-2058 Paul 


COMPLETE FULLBODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck*(510)388-4941 
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massage 


Golden 


Twin Peaks 
Castro 
E 1 Parking 
37 Corbett 



Jay 

Swedish 
Massage 
CMT 


415-407 9424 

0am-7pm Monday-Saturday 
jjwagnerl 970@yahoo.com 



PROFESSIONAL 

Nurturing 
Deep Tisstit 
l MASSAGE 

Swedish/ 
Shiatsu 
Friendly & 
j^SEiMsmvE 


'll From 
H:30pm - 
9:30pm 
Nan-Sexual 








Nu rtu tin Muscle 
Swedish 
Mi-body 


inSF 




HAPPY BIRTHDAY ROD! 
LOVE, BEN. 


rs 




Photo by Mark Chester 




JOSEPH SPA 

RYAN 


415 . 970.2243 

$ 80.00 / 60 min AMT 
$110.00/90 min If ill I 
www.josephspa.com 




S.F/SFQ/ENTIRE BAY AREA 

SUPERS ASIAN MASSAGE 


RELAXING INTUITIVE SATISFYING 
OUTCALLS ONLY - LATE HRS OK 

shin (650) 579-3526 



i Bay A 

reaReporter 

PERSONALS ORDER FORM 

DEADLINE 

| NOON on M0ND4 

. Payment must acc< 

1 No ads taken over 

1 telephone. If you hi 

. question, call 415. 

. Display advertising 

. available upon reqi 

1 RATES 

Indicate 

Type Style 

Here Y 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

X-BOLD Stops Here ’ 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

f BOLD Stops Here 1 

Mill 

f CAPS Stop Here 1 

II II 

f Regular Stops Here 1 

II II 1 

r 

k y 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

.11 1 II 

II II 

II 1 1 1 

™ panyad 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

IIM 

II II 1 

ave a 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

II 1 1 

II II 1 

861.5019. 

! rates 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Mill 

II II 


jest. 

! 1 .1. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

II II 

II II 1 

| First line, Regular 

| All subsequent lines 

I CAPS d< 

1 BOLD di 

j X-BOLD 

a no 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 II 1 

II II 

II 1 II 

oublc prict 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 II 

II II 1 

ouble price 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Mill 

1 II 1 

II II 1 

""" M ... 

II 1 1 1 

1 II 1 

II II 1 

1 PAYMENT 

I □ Cash 

I □ Personal Check 

1 □ Money Order 

j □ Visa 

1 □ MasterCard 

| Minimum $10 charge 

1 on Visa and MasterCard. 

1_ 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

D A V A DC* A 


Card Number 

Name Telephone 

REPORTER * 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 | 

- J 

3-Digit Security Code Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature 

City State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification Amount Enclosed 
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MODELS/ESCORTS 



Tom BuStone 



Handsome t Hairy ▼ 6' ▼ 160 


Super Hung Total Top 


Reliable 

Professional 

Trustworthy 

Discreet 

Safe 


Vanilla 

Kink 

Domination 
Role Play 
Massage 


Demand Quality 

415-256-6743 


Aaron 6Vl«/8’7 
24yo Massage & 
Escort in & out 
415 577 5920 



RICARDO 

25y 0j 5* 10", 175# 

www.latmo4nnen.conn 



l\J i p> p>l<epl <ay. c: o m 



415.336 


ASIAN TOP 

$80/$ 100 * JIM 269-5707 

_E08 

AFFECTION STUD 

29 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 

_L09 

FIREFIGHTER 

6'1", 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 

_E09 

MUSCLE S&M 
TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 SF calls onl^. 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 

EU 

Mike, 40,5 / 10",190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100, (415) 863-8932 

___E52-05 

6'2"/160Lbs/Hung 7/Nice Guy/Hot 

415-596-0734 • SHAWN • 

HORNY 21 YO WM 

HOT COLLEGE STUD 

$ 120/Hr. Outcalls Only 

E08 

COWBOY TOP 

6-1,177#, vgl, Muscled. 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage ^ 

HARD AND BIG 

Experienced Top, Well Endowed 
Will Make You Happy 
207-6486 

E08 

Hot Boy, Slender, Smooth, Friendly 
(415) 410-4105. Out Only. 

Need A Hand? Like Leather? A Sling? 
WS? Older Solid Muscular & Hung 
Huge Nips AOL Photos 810-8140 

_ E08 

Latin Top $160 www.sfstuds.com ^ 

LET’S PARTY 9” 

(415) 775-4771, 24 Hours. 

__'_E08 

HOT 25 HUNG 
LATIN TOP 

5'8" 160Lbs Masculine, Shaved 
Head, Kinky, No Attitude, Sensual, 
Discreet, Hablo Espanol, Handsome 
415-414-0085 


Filippo Ferrari 



RENTDEREK.COM 

415.425.3735 


24/7 USE CONDOMS 
• BE WISE • 

4 FUN 

_E08 

ARAB-AMERICAN 

FOOT-TOP 

Worship My Size 11s. Pics. AvI. 
fnymasterfulfeet@sbcglobal.net £ 

SOUTH BAY LATIN 

36yr 6' 165# Masculine 100% 
Versatile 8x5 Uncut Well Built 
Nice Bud, Tattoo, Goatee, Will Travel 
In/Out Call Junior @ 

408-607-5113 

E08 

I’LL WATCH STR8 PORN 

WHILE YOU FEED - WORSHIP IT 
LATE 20'S LAID BACK HUNG 
415-573-9767 JOHN 24 HOURS 

E08 

FF Hands For Pleasure & Relief 
SF Housecalls. Morlex 679-3320 

E10 

EXPERT BLACK TOP 
STUD 

6'6" Tall, 240lbs, 38yo, Smth, Muse 
Build, Extra Goodlooking & Hung 
Huge. 10x6 Manf**ker. SFOnly. 

Out Only Anytime. 

Call Robb 240-0842. $150. 
www.geocities.com/expertblktop 

STR8 HOT WHIP!!! 

BI/BI 5'9" Muscular 415-336-1863 

E08 

Butch Hunk, 32, 5'8" 155# 7.5ct 

HELLA FINE VERS STUD 

Make U Shoot Hard! 415-640-4045 

EQ8 

"The Top Who Knows How 2" 

AGGRESSIVE 

STUD 

Hot S/M Who Is Rough, Dominant + 
Ready For Hardcore Action, Verbal, 
Long Lasting. Ball Busting 9 Incher! 
No Holds Barred Top! FFCBT 
Spanking. Expert Skills. 415-410- 
6369 Call Back Required. Ask For 
"Mac" The Man. Hot & Sane. 

_E08 

Homy 24y/o Smooth Bottom 57" 135# 

HOT BLONDE BOY 

In/Out Calls - Sean 415-210-1526 

SAN JOSE BOY 

www.sjboy.com 

5'11", 165#, Blond Hair 

Pager/Voice: 888-325-3005 


-LONG & SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 

6’3”, 185# Top 
From Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 

Call Jay 

415.385.9623 


MULATTO GUY 9” 

“Every white man's fantasy, 
every white man’s dream!” 
24 hrs (415) 775-4771 


New To SF from Texas 
STRICKLY TOP 

9x7 Hard Tool XXX Thick 
Masculine • Attractive 
Thirty Something 
6am to Midnight. Chemical Free 

Vincent • $110 • Out Only 
415.410.6369 


HOT BLK COLLEGE BOY 

21 5'11" 145# TwinkType 
Vers 7 1/2 Cut Smooth 
Ryan (415) 713-7098 

E08 

BLK MASCULINE 
TOP 

Handsome Very Friendly And Dis¬ 
creet And Well Endowed And Func¬ 
tional. Out Only 
CEDRIC 510 776-5945 

E10 

Muscle Worship For Admirers! 

BUCK BODYBUILDER 

6'3" 230 Smooth Straight/Married 
415 240-5330 Serious Only 

E08 

WWW.RIPEBOYS.COM 

_E08 

HOT YOUNG HUNG 

College Student 6' 160# 

Dirty Blonde/Blu Eyes Cute Face 
Sexy Swimmers Build 9" Thick 
415 571-1168 Mark 

E08 

JAYBEE 

Black College Student Preppy Hung 

22 Athletic Build Vers. Out 
510-435-8310 

E08 

DUTCH HISPANIC LOVER 

7 1/2 Uncut Boytoy 
Vers Smooth Outcalls 
Older Men Welcome 
415 540-0161 Andre 

_E08 

Blond Dancer 6'2" 185 Kinky Top 
Leather, Strip, WS/S. Nick 908-8606 


Handsome Confident Italian Top 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

See My Photo Ad - Tom Bustone 
Super Hung 10 x 7 415-256-6743 EQg 

NEW IN TOWN 

Downtown Jake 
646 326-5636 

_E08 

BOYISHLY CUTE! 

AFFECTIONATE, PASSIONATE 

FRIENDLY, CLEAN, KISSABLE 

26, Blo/Blu, Slim, Smooth, Bottom! 
No STD's, No Drugs, No Attitude! 
$120 + Cab. Out Only. 415-8714228 
LET'S HAVE SOME FUN! • SEAN* ^ 

HOT SALSA 

Slender Hung Fun Any Area 
415-577-8846 Travel Out Ok 

E08 

MEN’S FITNESS 
MODEL 

You'll Remember My TV Ads For 
Gillette Sensor "The Best A Man Can 
Be." 6'3" 190 Lbs, Muse, Blnd/Bm 
Naturally Smooth 37 y/o 

HUNG LIKE A CHAMPION 

9.5x7 Cut Avail. 24 Hrs. 415-812-3147 
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MODELS/ESCnRTS 




mm mm& t 

n mm m movsng tv the 

RIPST SUNDRY EVERT (MONTH' 

next FUSION flPRHL 3 


hi5)412-1451 


SUPER-THICK 
UNCUT TOP 

Tasty Juicy - The Perfect Tool!!! 
Masculine Latin, Clean-Cut 
Athletic Build, Good Looking 
Ask For Joe 415-410-MENN 24 Hrs. 

E08 

FUN + FRIENDLYTOTALTOP 

Attractive 6' Br/BI Nasty Top 4 You 
Call Matt 415-845-8042 $100 

_E08 

24 HOURS 

BROWN HAIR 9 IN 29 IN WAIST 

305-3003 

E15 

Hot + Masculine w/Buzzcut & Goatee 
Handsome 6ft. Well-Hung, Big Balls 

SHAVED HEAD STUD 

crmt-415-5405311 • h0ut-24Hre. 

www.geocities.com/Swingonmythingsf/pho- 

topage.html 


csuBBMmwm two rmns of fusion 

WITH SPECIAL GUEST VJ 


JOHN LePRGE 


THE CLRSSaC SPN FRIRNOSCO T-DWRC3E 


LATINO 

muscular 

x-fifie 

genuliielf 

handsome 

804-2152 


RICK 


mfar Tr ;• - 


SUPilORY 

FEBRUARY Z7 


SPM TO MOW1IGWT 

7is mmrmem street 


FFIOTONIEVENTS .COW 


When only the BEST will do! 


IN/ 

OUT 






Tired of seeing things in black and white? 
So are we. 

Now you can have your ad in full sassy 


Get down with your bad ass self, 
sweet momma! 

Pi 

w 

g 

Oh 
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UliUdll 


PEOPLE 



P 

Jr 


Record & Listen to personal ads 

97330 

code: ioio 







415 - 247-2000 

510 - 814-6699 

707 - 522-5001 

916 - 489-9800 

209 - 473-5959 

559 - 271-9999 


Hot 

local Guys! 

Bay Area s hottest chaff me 


I MrN~[ 


Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect live! 
Try it for 

FREE 


415 - 707-2400 408 - 539-2400 707 - 582-2400 
510 - 281-2400 650 - 649-2500 925 - 955-2000 



fiARii 



......'5 


Who’s Waiting for You? 

Live Local Men 


San Francisco 

415 - 402-1010 

408 - 257-4411 ' 

925 - 426-5588 
650 - 223-0200 
510 - 859-2000 

Other Local #’s 

1 - 800 - 777-8000 


FREE TRIAL 

CODE: 2160 



Body Trim & Shave "Castro Area 
Location". Call 4 apptmt * 626-1168 ^ 

Good Head Sonoma County 
Call Days 707-823-3895 

___El 

BALLS WANTED 

GENEROUS W/M LOOKING FOR 
W/1VI WITH HUGE BALLS THAT 
HANGVERYLOW. MR.LEWIS. 
(425) 259-0656 


MUSIC LOVER 
SEEKS SAME! 

GWM, professional, 54, HIV-, bm 
hair & eyes, 5'11" av build, Loves the 
symphony, singing and Sunday New 
York Times. ISO fellow music afi¬ 
cionado in his 30's or 40's, HIV-, at¬ 
tractive, upbeat attitude & playful 
wit! San Jose or San Francisco Bay 
Areas preferred. Visit http://gaymillion- 
aireslub.com client ad 2738 (FREE) 


1.900.226.7036 



£ SAN FRANCISCO 

* SPANK PARTY 

2ND FBI. EACB MONTH 

nmsraotHtMuuu 

B15.86j.276E 



QUIET, 

THOUGHTFUL GUY 
WANTED FOR LTR 

Attractive GWM HIV- age 59, 5'10" 
easy-going, educated, genuine, inter¬ 
ested in the arts, theater, travel, and 
the outdoors seeks HIV-, age 30-40s, 
politically liberal, self-accepting, out, 
and happy to be gay. Seeking a 
quiet, thoughtful guy who leans to¬ 
ward the submissive side in a rela¬ 
tionship. Visit us online today and 
see Ad Code 2750. 

(FREE to respond) 
Gaymillionairesclub.com 


1.7UU.££Q. / vJu Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 
Don’t want to use the #900 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ You can purchase time on our system by calling 

1-800-321-6845 and requesting a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time ” with discounts of up to 20%. The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use 
your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve messages by using your Block of Timeac¬ 
count from any touch-tone phone! Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 


PARTING 

GLANCES 


Cliff’s Variety - Friday 1/20 4pm 

Me on cell phone at front door. You very cute, 
long black overcoat and sharp green slacks look¬ 
ing at daily calendars. Hope you can fit "me" in 
your schedule! 

S 71479 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 


Donde esta el amigo de mi alma? 

Gay Latino, 50's, 5'10", 200#, seeks Latino soul¬ 
mate, 40-70, passionate, romantic, and ready 
for monogamous relationship. Toma mi mano, y 
juntos volaremos en las alas del amor! 

S 71490 


Musician, Yogi, writer 

Looking for new boyfriend - must be: funny, under 
45 (I am 34), creative, kind, caring, healthy, good 
listener. Seeya! 

S 71487 


Legal Resident GLM 

Me: GLM early 40's H:5'7 W:155 Hu*y look. 
Versatile w/nice ass and body. HIV+ and healthy. 
Tattoos/piercings clean body and mind. You: 
GWM/GLM 30/40 yrs. H:5'5 -5'10 W150/160. 
Versatile flat stomach HIV+ healthy N/D 
a 71485 


I’m Glad I’m not Young Anymore 

What? At 67 I don't feel the need to downplay my 
age. White hair 5'5" blue eyes seeks men of 
color. I'm easy to reach in Haight area only, 
a 71476 


Older Cigar/Pipe Smokers 

LM 48, 6', 165Lbs. seeking an older man who 
regularly smokes cigars or pipes who enjoys lots of 
cuddling, deep kissing & other oral pleasures. 
Please, no gay scene, games, S & M. All types 
welcome, 
a 71480 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


Pose For Male Nude Photos!! 

Photographers in East Bay looking for in-shape 
male models for nude, artistic, erotic and sensual 
photos. We want to put you in pictures. Call and 
join the fun! 
a 71494 


Sex Nude Beaches And Sunshine! 

Masculine goodlooking GWM seeks travel partner 
for nude beaches and travel. Florida, Caribbean, 
Mexico. I'm very uninhibited and fun. Black 
guys a plus, 
a 71489 


Hobo Bear 

Homeless, 30ish, uncut guy, hairy, bearded, bub¬ 
ble butt, 13EE, sandaled, freckled, English/Welsh. 
Let's have togetherness, warmth - or, show me 
who's boss! Freckles, hazel eyes, brunette, wide 
shoulders, 
a 71492 


Young Hung Submissive Needs Man 

Bi-6ft smooth white boy 8 1/2 hung ISO mature 
man or men into role play, fantasy video + inter¬ 
net exhibitionism, verbal, who knows? 
a 71483 


Rasslin Bears at IBR? 

Any rasslin' bears here for IBR? Tough hairy 
musculed tattooed 5'8" 148# skinhead bear, gym 
and ring, ISO tough hairy out-of-town bears for 
private NHB rasslin' fights, 
a 71482 


Sr. GW Masc Top (Not Versatile) 

ISO GW masc. submissive bottom for fun and 
games or more. Pis be over 40 small to x-large 
size ok and really good sex 
a 71484 


Boyish Asian 

Seeking smooth masculine gym toned WM or AM 
to orally service and mutual play. Blond and 
under 40 a plus, 
a 71486 


FETISHES 

Nude Wrestle 

GWM, 5'8", 160 Lbs, seeking slim sized oppo¬ 
nents for nude battle to pin or submission. Be 
clean and competitive, 
a 71495 


Naked Guys Into Golden Showers 

Want to lay naked up to your balls in piss and 
dirty water? Meet me at the trough urinal in the 
back of Mack Folsom Prison on Monday nights, 
a 71493 


Got Gyno? 

ISO a man with bit tits or nipples who enjoys hav¬ 
ing them played with. I'm a GWM, 53, 6'2", 
195Lbs, muscular with pumped up nipples. N/S, 
HIV-. Any weight ok. 
a 71488 


A Foreskin Freak 

If you're proud of your foreskin and love having it 
worshiped, then I'm your guy. Me: goodlooking, 
cuddly & physically sensational black ex-marine, 
a 71478 


Muscle Butts Explored 

WM, 41, gently, expertly probes bodybuilders and 
other athletes' taut, muscular, quivering butt*, 
cheeks. Slow, talented finger. Loud moaners a 
plus. 

S 71477 


FF Top ISO FF Bottom 

I'm WM, 6'1" 174#, want slim/thin bottom 
w/big, hungry hole craving attention. I'm experi¬ 
enced, 60's, and love to work on ass-holes. You 
must have trim waist-line. 


L 


BARi 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 




Address 


City 


Daytime Telephone 


Evening Telephone 


State Zip 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
. eeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 
Couples □ 
Others □ 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 











































































































online 
at all 
times! 


All ads 
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THURSDAY 

FEBRUARY 

24TH 


DJ 

STEVEN 

KEEN 


immmatom 


have photos 
and are 
pre-screened. 
Live help 
available 
7 days a week. 


members 
and five 
languages 
worldwide. 
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PEOPLE. 


XXX WEB 


STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 


Bare Assed Spanking. 
Experienced, Safe 
DaddyHoward 929 1185 


fiFM BS 

ADULT VIDEO COMPANY 
SEEKS LOCATIONS 

Willing to pay top dollar for interest¬ 
ing, spacious locations to film our 
full-scale, premiere adult videos. 
Looking for dungeons, studios, ware¬ 
houses, barns, garages, bars/night¬ 
clubs, theaters, gyms, large private 
homes, secluded private properties, 
etc. If you have a location we should 
see contact Leif at Hot House Enter¬ 
tainment: 415-864-8910 or 
leif@hothouse.com. 


GAY PORN MODELS 

TREASURE ISLAND MEDIA 
Seeks fit handsome hung tops & 
tight hungry bottoms for shoots. 
Call 415-437-6696 ext 3 or send 
pics & stats to models-sf@ 
treasureislandmedia.com to 
arrange an interview. 


FACTORY VIDEO 

You - Hot,18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off-t-Making $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for bears. 
Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www.factoryvideos.com 
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COME TOGETHER 








